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                                  King County 2006 Elections State Legislative Agenda

	
	Department
	Item
	Description

	1.
	Records, Elections and Licensing Services Department
	Primary Date
	Designate the first Tuesday in June as the date of Washington’s primary election. Moving the primary election to the first Tuesday of June provides sufficient time between candidate filing dates, the primary and the general elections, allowing for adequate transit time for military and overseas ballots. 

	2.
	Records, Elections and Licensing Services Department
	Number of Elections
	Reduce the number of elections held in Washington State during the calendar year from six to four and hold such elections in February, April, June and November.  The constant stream of elections, particularly in winter and spring, creates problems for elections administrators who are certifying the results of one election while mailing ballots to voters and performing the myriad of duties to conduct the next election.  Holding fewer elections in the “off-season” provides an important opportunity for local elections officials to conduct training and implement new processes and technology. 

	3.
	Records, Elections and Licensing Services Department
	Recounts
	Support legislation that provides, when a recount is necessary, that local elections officials would conduct only one recount, and that it be conducted by hand.  This would change.  Washington’s system for recounting votes following extremely close elections.  Only one manual recount should be conducted at public expense and would put an end to numerous recounts that are costly in time, resources and money. 

	4.
	Records, Elections and Licensing Services Department
	Ballot due dates/times
	Require that state and county elections officials receive all ballots on election night, except military, out-of-state and overseas voters.  Oregon, the first state to completely implement vote-by-mail, found that this requirement eliminated the public’s concern about the security of ballots that arrive after election day. 

	5.
	Records, Elections and Licensing Services Department
	Voting Rights for Former Felons
	Simplify the process of restoring voting rights for former felons – specifically that voting rights of former felons be automatically reinstated upon release from incarceration.  Thirty-four states, including neighboring Oregon, Idaho, Utah and many Western states automatically reinstate the civil rights of former felons.  
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