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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]10
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista 

	Proposed No.:
	2017-0362
	Date:
	November 28, 2017



SUBJECT

A motion requesting the Executive transmit a report that assesses the current use of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. logo in county operations and communications and recommends strategies for increasing the use of the logo.

SUMMARY

In 2006, Ordinance 15378 established the image of Dr. Martin Luther King (MLK), Jr. as the official logo for King County. As required by Ordinance 15378, in 2007 the Executive transmitted an inventory indicating where the old county logos exist and a phase in schedule for the new MLK logo. Additionally, the executive transmitted guidelines for graphic standards and for the use of the new logo. These documents have not been updated since 2007 and thus do not include guidance on electronic communications. 

Proposed Motion 2017-0362 requests the Executive report on the current use of the MLK logo, update the guidelines for the use of the logo, and recommend strategies for increasing the use of the logo. The Executive supports this motion.

BACKGROUND 

In 1986, the King County Council adopted Motion 6461 which changed the namesake of King County from William Rufus de Van King to  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.[footnoteRef:1] In 2006, the Council adopted the likeness of Dr. King as the official symbol of King County. Ordinance 15378 states: “The likeness of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., shall be used for official county purposes, including but not limited to, county vehicles, equipment, buses, printed materials, letterhead, business cards, envelopes and notepads.”  According to Ordinance 15378, the use of the likeness of Dr. King as the official symbol of King County is intended to promote Dr. King’s legacy of nonviolent social change. [1:  All counties are creations of state law and established by the state of Washington. Senate Bill 5332 renamed King County in honor of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
] 


Ordinance 15378 provided additional direction related to the cost of implementation.

“This ordinance shall be implemented in phases to minimize cost. The county shall continue to use the previous crown logo on existing items until these are replaced in the usual course of county business, unless replacement with the new logo is either minimal in cost or is necessary for public health and safety purposes such as uniform identification for King County law enforcement officers.” 

In 2007, the Council adopted Ordinance 15700 approving graphic standards for the official King County logo and guidelines and procedures for the use of the logo. A replacement schedule was included as an attachment to the ordinance. The graphic standards and guidelines have not been updated since 2007 to address electronic communications such as e-mail and social media. Additionally, the replacement schedule has not been updated since 2007. 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2017-0362 requests the Executive to develop a report that assesses the current use of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. logo in all county operations and communications and recommend strategies for increasing the use of the logo. The report is required to include four elements:

1) An update of the 2007 phase in schedule;
2) An assessment of the extent to which all county agencies are using the MLK logo;
3) A plan to increase the use by all county agencies, including separately elected agencies and the Council of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. logo on King County printed materials and electronic communications; and
4) Graphic standards and guidelines to address electronic communications.

The report is due January 10, 2018.

The Executive and separately elected agencies have expressed support for this motion.


AMENDMENT

Council staff have prepared an amendment to change the due date of the requested report from January 10, 2018 to July 9, 2018. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2017-0362 
2. Amendment 1

INVITED

1. Tom Koney, Deputy Director, Department of Executive Services 
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