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[bookmark: _GoBack]Project: September 2020 Renton Kent Auburn Mobility Plan
Locations: Algona, Auburn, Burien, Covington, Kent, Maple Valley, Pacific, Renton, SeaTac, Seattle, Tukwila, and unincorporated King County 
Background
Metro’s South King County network has not changed substantially in more than a decade, yet the area has seen significant demographic changes, evolving travel patterns, and issues with transit service performance. Between 1990 and 2018, Kent and Renton’s populations grew by 240% and 150%, respectively. There is a demonstrated need to restructure and rebalance service in this area – project routes are generally either low performing or high performing; low-performing areas may be better served by service modification or different types of service, while high-performing areas or routes need more investment in service span and frequency.  The South King County bus network has not yet been fully restructured to integrate with expanded Sounder Rail service, and riders have requested better bus connections to Sounder.   
Metro’s long-range vision, METRO CONNECTS, calls for increased frequency on existing routes and creation of new service on corridors to connect new or expanding regional destinations. The proposed changes in the Renton-Kent-Auburn Area Mobility Plan are equity-focused recommendations that move the South King County network one step closer to the METRO CONNECTS vision. This proposed network creates both a single, frequent route between Renton, Kent, and Auburn that will be upgraded to the RapidRide I Line in 2023 and a supportive, more integrated transit system to connect riders to that new, frequent service option, as well as to community assets throughout the project area and beyond. In equity priority areas, 55% of households will have access to transit and 23% of households will have access to a stop with improved service frequency.
This proposal is consistent with service hour investments planned as part of Metro’s 2019-2020 biennial budget. The complete proposal also includes recommended new flexible services in the project area, which will be implemented if funds are allocated in the 2021-2022 biennial budget.
Service Proposal for Ordinance Approval
	Route
	Description of change by ordinance

	105
	Add morning and afternoon service.

	148
	Revise pathway to serve 116th Ave SE in Benson Hill.

	157
	Revise pathway to serve 132nd Ave SE and SE 255th Place.

	158
	Delete route and replace with Routes 157 and 162 between Kent East Hill and downtown Seattle.

	159
	Delete route and replace with Routes 157, 162, and 168 between Covington, Kent East Hill and downtown Seattle

	160
	Implement new Route 160 between Renton, Kent, and Auburn. 

	161
	Implement new Route 161 between Kent Station and Burien Transit Center.

	162
	Implement new Route 162 between Kent East Hill and downtown Seattle.

	164
	Delete route and replace with Route 165 between Kent and Green River College in Auburn. 

	165
	Implement new Route 165 between Green River College, Kent, Des Moines, and Burien.

	166
	Delete route and replace with Route 165 between Burien, Des Moines, and Kent.

	168
	Revise pathway and replace with Routes 160, 164, and 914 between Kent East Hill and downtown Kent. 

	169
	Delete route and replace with Route 160 between Renton and Kent.

	180
	Delete route and replace with Routes 160, 161, and 184 between Burien, SeaTac, Kent, and Auburn.

	184
	Implement new Route 184 between Auburn Station and South Auburn.

	192
	Delete route and replace with a new stop on Route 190 at Kent-Des Moines Park & Ride and new Route 162 service between Kent and downtown Seattle.

	906
	Revise pathway to be more direct, add weekday and Sunday service.

	908
	Delete route and replace with additional Route 105 service between downtown Renton and the Renton Highlands.

	910
	Delete route and replace with portions of Routes 160 and 917 service between South Auburn and Auburn Station.  

	913
	Delete route and replace with portions of Routes 161, 165, and 183 service between Central Kent, Kent West Hill, and the Kent Industrial Valley.

	914
	Revise pathway on Kent East Hill.

	916
	Delete route and replace with revised Route 914 service in Kent.

	917
	Revise pathway and add weekday and Sunday service.



Related Administrative & Other Changes
In related changes, Metro will make minor revisions to routes 102, 150, 183, 186, 190, and 915. Metro will also delete a low-performing bus route that was created through Metro’s former custom bus program, Route 952, and service hours will be reinvested in the network. To expand mobility options further in this project area and in response to community feedback, Metro will continue planning work for future flexible services in the Cities of Algona and Pacific and the Benson Hill and Renton Highlands areas in the City of Renton.
These proposed changes support the concurrent ordinance item to approve the RapidRide I Line Locally Preferred Alternative. The pathway for that RapidRide route is included in these proposed changes as new frequent Route 160.
	Route
	Description of administrative change

	102
	Cut four low performing trips.

	150
	Revise pathway to serve 64th Ave S between S 228th St and W James St.

	183
	Revise pathway to serve W James St.

	186
	Delete route and add trips to Route 915.

	190
	Add a stop at Kent-Des Moines Park & Ride.

	915
	Add Route 186 trips to Route 915. 

	952
	Delete low-performing custom bus route.



