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SUBJECT

A MOTION urging Congress to pass comprehensive health care reform in 2009.
SUMMARY

The Public Health Operational Master Plan (PHOMP) includes health care reform advocacy as one strategy to achieve good health outcomes in King County and financing stability for public health.  In 2008, the Board of Health adopted six principles for health care reform to guide this advocacy.  President Obama has challenged Congress to deliver health reform legislation to his desk by the end of October and both chambers of Congress are working actively and quickly on health reform.  The National Association of Counties (NACo) recognizes that counties will play a significant role in implementing health reform and is coordinating with counties across the nation to represent their interests with Congress.  

Through Proposed Motion 2009-0438, the County would urge Congress to pass comprehensive health reform legislation in 2009 that incorporates the health reform principles adopted by the BOH last year (the principles are listed on page 4 of the motion).  The motion also urges Congress to include strong and stable funding for public health infrastructure in any health care reform measure.

BACKGROUND
The Public Health Operational Master Plan 
In September 2007, the Board of Health (BOH) and the County adopted a Public Health Operational Master Plan (PHOMP) to guide the delivery of public health services by King County.  The development of the PHOMP was initiated by the County Council in 2005, in order to help the County strategically meet the continuing financial challenges facing Public Health.

The PHOMP establishes the functions of Public health as Health Protection, Health Promotion, and Health Provision.  The PHOMP Health Provision goal is to increase the number of healthy years lived by people in King County and eliminate health disparities through access to affordable, appropriate, and quality health services.  One of the strategies adopted in the PHOMP to help achieve this goal, as well as the goal of financing stability, is advocacy for health care reform. 
The King County Board of Health Provision Committee

In 2008, the Board of Health established a Provision Committee to provide guidance to the Department of Public Health on implementing the PHOMP Provision strategies.  The Committee included both members of the Board of Health and the Department Director as well as community leaders involved in the health safety net in King County.

As part of its work program, the Committee developed a set of principles to guide advocacy on health care reform.  The principles focus on those elements of health care reform that are necessary to creating good health outcomes.  The Board of Health adopted these health care reform principles in BOH Resolution 08-10.  Since that time, the Board of Health has used the principles to analyze health care reform proposals and advocate for reform that includes these principles.  In July, the BOH passed Resolution 09-08, similar in content to Proposed Motion 2009-0438.
National Health Care Reform Efforts
A key piece of President Obama’s campaign platform was national health care reform.  The President has established a goal for Congress to deliver a health care reform bill to his desk by the end of October.  

Both the Senate and the House are actively working on health care reform legislation.  King County’s Congressional delegation is well-situated to play an influential role in health care reform, with seats on the Congressional committees leading this work.  

In the House, three Committees (Ways & Means, Energy & Commerce, Education & Labor) have collaborated and passed out a single bill.  In the Senate, the Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee has passed legislation, but the Finance Committee has not.  

The Impact on Counties of National Health Reform
The National Association of Counties (NACo), of which King County is a member, is actively representing counties’ interests in national health care reform.  NACo has adopted a policy position that recognizes that counties will play a significant role in implementing health reform through their roles as public health providers, health safety net providers (including mental health), correctional health providers, and large employers providing insurance coverage to employees.  NACo is actively coordinating with counties across the nation in support of health reform and is encouraging counties to communicate their policy position on health care reform to Congress.
ANALYSIS
Through Proposed Motion 2009-0438, the County would urge Congress to pass comprehensive health reform legislation in 2009 that incorporates the principles adopted by the BOH (the principles are listed on page 4 of the motion).  The motion also urges Congress to include strong and stable funding for public health infrastructure in any health care reform measure.
NEXT STEPS
Should the Council adopt Proposed Motion 2009-0438, the Council may wish to consider forwarding the motion to NACo to support their advocacy efforts on behalf of counties.  The County can also use the motion as a basis for the County’s own advocacy.  Although the principles in the motion are fairly broad, the County can use the principles to evaluate and provide specific feedback on health care reform proposals coming out of Congress.  
On August 11, the King County BOH is hosting a forum on health reform in which the County’s federal Congressional delegation is invited to participate.  Elected officials throughout the County have been invited to attend and several other Boards of Health in the Puget Sound region are co-sponsoring the event.  The forum provides an opportunity for the County and other local jurisdictions to make their policy positions on health reform known to their federal Congressional delegations.  

INVITED
· Dr. David Fleming, Director, Public Health – Seattle & King County

· Dorothy Teeter, Chief of Health Operations, Public Health – Seattle & King County

· Rachel Quinn, Health Policy Liaison, King County Office of the Executive 

· Roz Solomon, Consultant, King County Board of Health, Health Reform Project

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2009-0438
