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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Andrew Kim

	Proposed No.:
	2019-0101
	Date:
	March 12, 2019



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2019-0101 would acknowledge receipt of the King County Search and Rescue Funding Options Report as required by the 2019-2020 Biennium Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 18835 Section 94 Proviso P1.

SUMMARY

In adopting the 2019-2020 biennium budget, the council included a proviso on the Department of Natural Resources and Parks Administration budget restricting $100,000 in appropriation authority and requiring a report on funding options for the King County Search and Rescue (KCSAR). The proviso required the report to identify funding options to support KCSAR including, but not limited to, a property tax levy related to King County’s parks, open space and trails system (Parks Levy). 

As suggested by the proviso, the report has identified that the 2020-2025 Parks Levy would be the funding source for KCSAR. The report states that KCSAR informed staff of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks that fleet management and radio communication were large, ongoing costs and requested $100,000 annually for fuel, vehicle registration and maintenance, radio maintenance, and headquarter maintenance.

On February 21, 2019, the executive transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2019-0084 which would place a proposition on the August 6, 2019 ballot, authorizing a six-year property tax levy related to parks and open space that would generate approximately $738 million. The report states that annual funding for KCSAR, starting at $100,000 in 2020, was included in the proposed ordinance.

Staff analysis has determined that Proposed Motion 2019-0101 and the attached report meet the requirements of the proviso.






BACKGROUND

King County Search and Rescue (KCSAR)   KCSAR is a not-for-profit organization that works in partnership with the King County Sheriff’s Office[footnoteRef:1] to respond when people are in imminent danger or distress, such as avalanche rescue, finding missing persons, or evacuating injured hikers. In 2017, KCSAR completed 180 active missions, both in and outside of King County. KCSAR is the largest search and rescue organization in Washington state, with more than 650 volunteers enrolled. Eight-member units comprise KCSAR to provide comprehensive search and rescue services throughout the region, ranging from search dogs to 4x4 all-terrain vehicles to ski patrol rescue teams. [1:  According to KCSAR, the King County Sheriff’s Office is responsible for managing search and rescue incidents in King County.] 


KCSAR operates entirely by volunteers and funded through private donations. KCSAR’s 2016 annual revenue was approximately $76,000 and its annual operating expense was approximately $50,000 with total assets totaling approximately $145,000.[footnoteRef:2] According to KCSAR’s website, KCSAR has never received funding from King County. The proviso report (Attachment A) states that operating expenses include ongoing training for volunteers, supplies and equipment, radio communication, storage facilities, and public awareness campaigns. [2:  2016 King County Search and Rescue Association Form 990-EZ.] 


Proposed Ordinance 2019-0084  The Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks is supported by a property tax levy lid lift, approved by voters every six-years. The current six-year funding period expires at the end of 2019. On February 21, 2019, the executive transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2019-0084 which would place a proposition on the August 6, 2019 ballot, authorizing a six-year property tax levy that would generate approximately $738 million[footnoteRef:3] to continue funding for parks, trails, and open space for 2020 to 2025. [3:  Based on Office of Economic and Financial Analysis (OEFA)’s 2018 August Forecast.] 


The initial levy rate is proposed at 16.82 cents per $1,000 of assessed value (AV).  The proposal would also set a limit factor of CPI-W (Seattle/Tacoma/Bremerton) plus population growth.  For a King County single-family home with a current median price of $610,000, the levy amount would be $102.60 for 2020 at the proposed 16.82 cents per $1,000 AV.  (At the current parks levy rate of 12.68 cents, the cost for the same home owner would be $77.35 for 2020.)

The proposed ordinance is referred to both the Regional Policy Committee and the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee and action would need to be taken by April 30, 2019 as a non-emergency to be placed on the August 6, 2019 ballot.

ANALYSIS

Staff analysis has determined that Proposed Motion 2019-0101 and the attached report meet the requirements of Ordinance 18835 Section 94 Proviso P1.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It should be noted that funding for the KCSAR is not explicitly identified in Proposed Ordinance 2019-0084. However, documents submitted with the proposed ordinance and provided by Parks and Recreation Division staff, such as the Parks and Recreation Operating Fund Financial Plan, provide greater detail on how the department plans to use levy proceeds and show the intent to fund KCSAR. As a result, the county could at a later date choose not to fund these programs. However, it should be also noted that to the extent specific programs are identified in the levy ordinance, there may also be some risk if future circumstances change such that spending levy proceeds on those programs is no longer necessary or desired, the levy proceeds could not be used for a different purpose.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2019-0101 and the following attachment:
a. Attachment A: King County Search and Rescue Funding Options Report
2. Transmittal Letter
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2. Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
3. Doug Hodson, Finance Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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5. Katy Terry, Acting Division Director, Parks Division
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