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SUBJECT

ORDINANCE 2008-0311 rejecting Initiative 26 and adopting an alternative ordinance.
BACKGROUND
Initiative 26 Description

On May 27, 2008, the Committee of the Whole discussed Initiative 26 (Proposed Ordinance 2008-0300) which would amend the county charter to make the offices of county executive, assessor and council nonpartisan.  It would also establish the nonpartisan selection of districting committee members.  

Under Initiative 26, the primary election would choose the top two candidates with the winner decided in the general election.  If adopted, general election candidates for the offices of county executive and odd-numbered council districts would compete in nonpartisan elections beginning in 2009.  General election candidates for the office of county assessor and even-numbered council districts would compete in nonpartisan elections beginning in 2011.  The offices would come up for nonpartisan election at the next regularly scheduled election based on a four-year term.
As written, Initiative 26 proposes a two step process:  
1. Step one asks voters at the August 2008 election whether they would like to adopt the proposed initiative ordinance.   
2. Step two asks voters at the November 2008 election whether the county charter shall be amended.  If a majority of voters vote to approve the Initiative 26 proposed ordinance in August 2008, then the underlying charter amendment would be placed on the November 4, 2008 general election ballot.  
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0311 would offer the citizens of King County an alternative to Initiative 26.  Per the county charter, if Council decides to adopt an alternative to Initiative 26, then Council must first reject the Initiative 26 proposed ordinance and then adopt a substitute ordinance (Section 230.50).  Therefore, Proposed Ordinance 2008-0311 rejects Initiative 26 and adopts an alternative ordinance.

The alternative is identical to Initiative 26 with the addition of allowing candidates for nonpartisan county office to express their preference for a political party, or express no party preference.  Proposed Ordinance 2008-0311 would allow all candidates for county nonpartisan offices to express their party affiliation, if any.  Therefore, candidates for the offices of sheriff and elections director (if voters approve the charter amendment to make an elective office of election this November) would be able to express party preference, if any.
This alternative would be similar to the state’s new rule, whereby, candidates for partisan elections may express their party preference on the declaration of candidacy form when filing to run for office.  Party preference expressed on the candidacy form will be reflected on the ballot and in the voters’ pamphlet and cannot be changed.  A candidate may also choose to not state a preference for a political party.  A candidate’s preference may not imply that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the party, or that the party approves of or associates with that candidate.  The name of the political party is limited to sixteen characters and may not be obscene (WAC 434-215-120).  

Under state rules, for the primary, the order in which the candidates are listed is determined by lot.  Even if only one or two candidates file, partisan offices will still appear in the primary.  The two candidates who receive the most votes in the August primary will advance to the November general election.  Candidates must also receive at least one percent of all votes cast for that office.

If council approves Proposed Ordinance 2008-0311, on the August 19, 2008 ballot, voters would first be given the choice of either rejecting both Initiative 26 and this alternative proposed ordinance; or accepting either Initiative 26 or this alternative proposed ordinance.
If a majority votes to accept either Initiative 26 or this alternative proposed ordinance, the underlying charter amendment from the proposed ordinance receiving the most votes would be placed on the November 4, 2008 ballot.

AMENDMENT
There is a proposed title amendment attached to this staff report that would remove the declaration of emergency, specify the alternative and include charter sections to be changed.

INVITED

1. Sherril Huff, Director of Elections, Department of Executive Services
2. Thomas Kuffel, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0311 (Council Alternative to Initiative 26)
2. Proposed Title Amendment
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