The Honorable Joe McDermott
August 16, 2018
Page 2 


August 16, 2018
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott, 
This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to provide improved fire, rescue and Emergency Medical Services to the citizens of King County.
This ordinance would approve an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) that creates an Automatic Aid Agreement between all of the fire and Emergency Medical Services providers across King County. While automatic aid is generally current practice in King County, this ILA formalizes the structure.
This Automatic Aid Agreement:
· Improves response times to fires, rescues and emergency medical calls

· Makes certain that the closest appropriate resourses are dispatched to an emergency, regardless of the location

· Streamlines and improves the efficiency of emergency fire and aid dispatch protocols

· Improves responses to the lower socioeconomic populations of Skyway and North Highline

· Allows for improved computer aided dispatch, resulting in improved service

Under the current structure, if there is a 911 call for service that requires fire or EMS near the border of Seattle and King County, there is sometimes a delay if the primary response unit is already on a call and unavailable, or if multiple resources are required. If the next closest resource has to cross the city limits, the lack of an automatic aid agreement could delay the dispatch of the unit that has to cross the boundary. This agreement corrects that problem. Once approved, the ILA will formally result in the closest available resources being dispatched.

This agreement is in the process of being approved by all Fire Departments, Regional Fire Authorities and King County Medic One. Many of these entities have already completed approval. 
Approval of this agreement will result in tangible benefits, in terms of lives saved and limited loss of property. It will decrease response times, encourage cooperation between agencies, and provide improved training opportunities. It adheres to the County’s Strategic Plan by ensuring “that County government operates efficiently and effectively and is accountable to the public.”

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents remain safe and healthy. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Anne Burkland, Government Relations Specialist at Public Health – Seattle & King County at 206-477-7550.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Anne Burkland, Government Relations Specialist, Public Health – Seattle & King County
