Attachment 8 to B2008-1066
E-467

King County should protect the quality and quantity of ground(( ))water countywide by:

a.
Implementing adopted Groundwater Management Plans;

b.
Reviewing and implementing approved Wellhead Protection Programs in conjunction with cities, state agencies and groundwater purveyors;

c.
Developing, with affected jurisdictions, best management practices for development and for forestry, agriculture, and mining operations based on adopted Groundwater Management Plans and Wellhead Protection Programs.  The goals of these practices should be to promote aquifer recharge quality and to strive for no net reduction of recharge to groundwater quantity; ((and))
d.
Refining regulations to protect Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas and well-head protection areas;

e.
Educating the public about Best Management Practices to protect groundwater; 

f.
Encouraging forest retention and active forest stewardship; 

g.
Incorporating into its land use and water service decisions consideration of potential impacts on groundwater quality and quantity, and the need for long-term aquifer protection; 

h.
Coordinating groundwater management efforts with cities, water districts, groundwater committees, and state and federal agencies; and
i. 
Facilitating the proper decommissioning of any well abandoned in the process of connecting an existing water system to a Group A water system.

F-228

In the Urban Growth Area, if ((a)) an existing Group A water provider cannot provide direct service to new development in a timely and reasonable manner as required under RCW 70.116.060 or chapter 43.20 RCW, a new public water system may be established if it is owned and operated by the following, in order of preference:

a. By the Group A system, in whose service area the system is located, via satellite management, or

b. By a satellite management agency approved by the State Department of Health under contract with the Group A system in whose service area the system is located, provided that the existing Group A water system remains responsible for meeting the duty to serve the new system under RCW 43.20.260.

All new public water systems formed in the UGA shall connect to the Group A water system in whose service area the new system is located when direct service becomes available.  All known and projected costs for anticipated connection shall be funded at the permitting stage of any proposed new construction or new subdivisions.
F-229

In the Rural Area, King County land use and water service decisions shall be guided generally by the principle of maintaining the long-term integrity of Rural Area ecosystems, consistent with Countywide Planning Policy LU-15.  Within the Rural Area, individual private wells, Group B water systems, and Group A water systems are all allowed; however, water service shall first be obtained when available from an existing Group A system, or, if such service is not available, then from an existing Group B system, before creation of a new system or use of private wells is allowed.  Water service delivery within the Rural Area shall meet the requirements of King County Code Section 21A.28.040, and if provided by a water system, the system’s capital facilities plan shall be consistent with Policy F-208.  Creation of a new public water system or the expansion of an existing Group B system may be allowed to serve new construction or new subdivisions when no Group A public water system can provide service in a timely and reasonable manner per RCW 70.116.060, or when an existing system is not willing and able to provide safe and reliable potable water with reasonable economy and efficiency per RCW 19.27.097.  
F-232

King County has an obligation to protect groundwater quality and quantity in rural areas; supports uses of groundwater that meet public health, resource protection, land use, planning, and fish recovery objectives and obligations; and supports tracking and measuring of groundwater use as it relates to the County’s interests and responsibilities.  King County shall work with water service providers, the State Department of Ecology and the State Department of Health to ensure that ((existing)) such provisions of state law ((that provide for measuring water withdrawals or diversions for sources of supply)) are fully utilized to meet ((public health, resource protection, land use, planning and fish recovery))  these objectives and obligations.  The discussions with the water service providers and state agencies shall include the need for state or local procedures or additional authority to address (a) the construction of new exempt wells within existing water utility service areas, (b) decommissioning of wells no longer in service, and (c) other issues identified by the participants.  King County shall require ((A)) any new or expanding Group B water system ((shall )) to have a totalizing source meter and ((shall)) make information from the meter available upon request of King County.  
F-233

King County supports ((development)) initiation of a water planning process for the development of a regional water ((supply)) plan ((for the entire region)).  The planning process should at a minimum cover all of King County, but may include a broader geographic area.  The County will work in concert with water utilities and others that participate.   Key components of this planning process should include:

a.
Involvement, oversight and support of elected officials in the region;

b.
Meaningful public participation including the involvement of the state and ((federally recognized)) tribes; and 

c.
Recognition of, and making appropriate linkages with, other state, regional, or local planning processes. ((Prioritization of future supplies, including a role for conservation and reclaimed water;

d.
Assigned accountability for implementing conservation and developing new supplies and infrastructure such as transmission pipelines; and

e.
Legislative changes, if necessary, to implement the plan. ))
F-234

King County recognizes that a regional water planning process will be a collaborative process.  King County’s objectives for the process and a resulting plan are that it: 

a. ((should assure that a regional water supply plan for all of King County is prepared in cooperation with water utilities and in coordination with affected federally recognized tribal, local and state governments.  A continuous and meaningful public process should be used to develop the regional water supply plan, resulting in a plan that is adopted by elected public officials in the region and used by the state in making water resource decisions.  The regional water supply plan should implement and be )) Be consistent with, and support, growth management objectives and decisions made by local and regional jurisdictions under the Growth Management Act;  

b. Address the need for sufficient flows to achieve salmon recovery objectives of the approved regional recovery plan for species listed under the Endangered Species Act, and recognize tribal water rights; 
c. ((and))  Be consistent with and support the approved water quality and quantity strategies adopted by the region, local governments, and other responsible entities (such as water utilities) in compliance with federal requirements under the ((Endangered Species Act, )) Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and other authorities relevant to water quantity and quality((, )); 
d. Include provisions for the efficient use of water, including reclaimed water; 
e. Consider the impacts of climate change on water demand and supply;

f. Address the water needs of other specific sectors of the local economy, including agriculture and other industries with significant water uses;

g. Include, to the extent possible, assigned accountability for implementing conservation and developing new supplies and related infrastructure; and

h. Identify, and develop a strategy for, any legislative changes necessary or desirable to implement the plan. 
F-235
((The county will work with water utilities to develop a water supply plan that prioritizes an array of potential sources, including conservation and reclaimed water, and defines a publicly- and state-accepted strategy for how the region could best meet future demands for water.  During development of the regional water supply plan, the county will work in concert with water utilities to evaluate the projected water demands for population growth and other out of stream needs identified under the Growth Management Act, Endangered Species Act response provisions in plans developed under the state's Salmon Recovery Act, and Clean Water Act requirements for water quality. ))

King County shall participate in the development of a regional water supply plan or plans addressing potable water supply service by multiple water purveyors to ensure that uses of reclaimed water intended to augment or replace potable water supplies will be considered in the development of any such plans, and for such other purposes as are authorized in the underlying authority for such a plan.  King County’s participation in the development of such plans shall be carried out in accordance with RCW 90.46.120, and pursuant to processes provided in the underlying planning authority. [Note: this is proposed March 2008 revised draft policy F-238; it has simply been renumbered]
F-236

King County supports interties that allow the transfer of water resources among water utilities ((in urban areas)) to meet the projected demands for growth.  The transfer of water must be consistent with state law in RCW 90.03.383, locally adopted ((growth management)) comprehensive plans, regional water supply plans, groundwater plans, watershed plans, and approved Coordinated Water System Plans, and implement approved Endangered Species Act response requirements and Clean Water Act requirements.

F-238

((King County's water reuse program and projects, as well as water reuse and water supply/resources, should be coordinated with a regional water supply plan in accordance with state and federal standards and coordinated with comprehensive land use plans.)) [Note: policy F-238 will no longer exist]
F-243

Consistent with Countywide Planning Policy FW-5, ((P)) public drinking water system surface water reservoirs and their watersheds should be managed primarily for the protection of drinking water, but should allow for multiple uses, including recreation, when such uses do not jeopardize drinking water quality standards.  Public watersheds must also be managed to protect downstream fish and agriculture resources.  

Glossary

Reclaimed Water
Reclaimed water means effluent (treated wastewater) from a wastewater treatment system that has been adequately and reliably treated, so that as a result of that treatment, it is suitable for a beneficial use or a controlled use that would not otherwise occur and is no longer considered wastewater. Reclaimed water may be used for beneficial purposes such as landscape and agricultural irrigation, heating and cooling, industrial processing, and environmental enhancement or restoration of streams, wetlands, and aquifers.

Water Reuse

Water reuse or wastewater reclamation involves using treated wastewater in place of drinking water for commercial irrigation and industrial processes. Also referred to as wastewater reuse.  Water reuse refers to the use of reclaimed water or the reuse of other wastewater, such as greywater, as allowed under relevant state or local standards.
Introductory Text to Chapter 8, Subpart I
((King County adopted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan in 1999.  It called for a new north treatment plant to be in operation by 2010 with a capacity of 36 million gallons per day (mgd).  King County is proposing to build the new wastewater system.  The Brightwater System will include a treatment plant to provide secondary treatment of wastewater, pipelines and pump stations to carry wastewater to and from the plant, and an outfall to discharge the treated wastewater to Puget Sound.

King County has selected the location of the Brightwater facilities at what is referred to as the Route 9-195th Street System with an effluent corridor along NE 195th Street and a marine outfall in Zone 7S.

The siting process has taken many years and is the focal point of a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement, which is likely to be issued in November of 2003.  Snohomish County and cities in the Brightwater service area have participated actively in the siting and environmental review process.))

King County adopted the Regional Wastewater Service Plan (RWSP) in 1999.  The RWSP outlines a number of important projects, programs, and policies for King County to implement through 2030 to continue to protect public health and water quality and ensure sufficient wastewater capacity to meet future growth needs.  The RWSP includes building a new regional treatment plant by 2010, now known as “Brightwater”, to accommodate growth in the northern portion of the wastewater service area.  The Brightwater Treatment System will include a 36 million gallons per day (mgd) treatment plant located at the Route 9 site in unincorporated Snohomish County; conveyance (pipes and pumps that take the wastewater to and from the plant); and a marine outfall that will discharge effluent (treated wastewater) from the Brightwater Treatment Plant into Puget Sound.  The Brightwater conveyance system consists of approximately 14 miles of conveyance pipeline built in underground tunnels.  Reclaimed water pipes are also being built in these tunnels and will bring reclaimed water closer to irrigators and industries in north King County, south Snohomish County, and the Sammamish Valley.  Construction on the Brightwater Treatment System began in 2006; the project remains on schedule for completion in 2010.  

The RWSP also calls for improvements to the county’s regional conveyance system to meet the 20-year peak storm design standard and accommodate increased wastewater flows; improvements to reduce existing and future levels of infiltration and inflow into local collection systems; and improvements to control combined sewer overflows (CSOs) so that an average of no more than one untreated discharge occurs per year at each CSO site by 2030.  The adopted policies that guide the implementation of the RWSP are in King County Code 28.86.010 through 28.86.180.

King County is pursuing the development of a Reclaimed Water Comprehensive Plan as an element of the RWSP. The overall goals of the Reclaimed Water Comprehensive Plan (Plan) are to identify ways to better manage and use treated effluent from King County’s regional wastewater treatment system, and reduce the amount of effluent discharged to Puget Sound. The Plan will consider potential uses of reclaimed water authorized under state law and will guide King County’s future reclaimed water program. King County’s existing reclaimed water program will continue while the Plan is being developed. Facilities, decisions, and agreements supporting the county’s existing reclaimed water program are guided by and implemented in accordance with existing policies in the RWSP.

In addition to King County’s role as the regional wastewater treatment provider, the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health is the agency responsible for permitting on-site wastewater treatment and disposal systems (septic systems).  In addition, the UTRC and the King County Council review((s)) and approve sewer utility comprehensive plans. [Note: only the paragraph with regard to the Reclaimed Water Comprehensive Plan is new; other text remains the same as in the March 2008 draft]]
