REVISED ATTACHMENT A

STRIKING AMENDMENT TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2002-0263
14440

[image: image1.png]@ King County
Arts Commission




Sustained Support Program Guidelines

Purpose

The King County Arts Commission Sustained Support Program provides annual funding to arts organizations and local arts agencies with a history of bringing arts opportunities to King County residents. In order to promote a healthy and diverse arts community, the King County Arts Commission Sustained Support program funds a broad range of arts organizations representing various arts disciplines, geographic areas, sizes and levels of organizational development. 

Eligibility
Eligible applicants are:

· Not-for-profit arts organizations based in King County with a minimum of three years presenting or producing arts programs for King County residents. “Not-for-profit arts organizations” means nonprofit entities that provide as their primary mission a regular season of arts programs or services, which may include a season or annual program of performances, exhibitions, media presentations, festivals, readings or literary publications. 

· Not-for-profit arts service organizations with a minimum of three years providing arts education and training, and professional services such as administrative support, technical assistance or services to a variety of arts professionals or disciplines, including special populations, ethnic communities and under-served communities.
· Local arts agencies with a minimum of three years providing arts services for King County residents. “Local arts agencies” means those nonprofit entities or official units of municipal government based in suburban or rural King County and specifically dedicated to providing arts services; primarily dedicated to the provision of planning, financial support, services, programs and development opportunities for community based arts organizations, artists and the public during a major portion of the year; and involving on a regular basis activities or programs in more than one arts discipline or arts service area.
· An organization that does not have 501 (c) (3) non-profit status may apply under the sponsorship of another 501 (c) (3) “umbrella” organization. The applying organization acts as an independent fiscal agent for the sponsoring organization and assumes responsibility required by the contract. Payment for services is issued to the umbrella organization. An umbrella organization may sponsor more than one group applying but may not present or produce the work of the organization in any way.
Eligible applicants must have a record of artistic or cultural accomplishment and must have been in operation for at least three years.
How Funds May Be Used
King County Sustained Support Program awards may be used to support:

· Annual operating expenses relating to arts programs and services which are accessible to King County residents and visitors, and which provide public benefit (see definition of public benefit under Legal Requirements for all Applicants). Operating expenses may include costs related to staff, utilities, supplies, fees or services.

King County Sustained Support Program awards may not be used to support:

· Capital projects

· Fundraising expenses

Evaluation and Award Criteria

Within the overall program goals of artistic, organizational, ethnic and geographic diversity, the following criteria are considered in the review of applications:

Artistic Quality

· Clarity of mission and goals

· Achievement of mission and goals

· Contribution and impact to the community

· Primary role of artists in the organizational mission and activities

Organizational Quality

· Continuity of artistic, management and board personnel

· Fiscal stability

· Community support and participation; board, audience, contributed income

· Consistent level of program activity

· Accessibility for audiences

Application Review Process

Recommendations for grant awards will be made by an independent peer review panel composed of outside professionals from the field, community representatives and members of the King County Arts Commission.  The panel’s recommendations will be forwarded to the King County Arts Commission for review and approval and then to the King County Executive for review and to the King County Council for review and approval by motion.

The King County Arts Commission recognizes that there are more eligible organizations than available funding will accommodate.  Applications will be reviewed on a competitive basis according to the overall goals of the program and the review criteria. Funding priority will be given to organizations that have a history of Arts Commission support and who continue to meet the eligibility and review criteria.  
Process

The Sustained Support Program is administered annually by the King County Office of Cultural Resources in accordance with these written guidelines. The program consists of a biennial application process. Organizations are funded for two calendar years with allocations made annually. General information about the Office of Cultural Resources is listed below. Applicants are encouraged to contact Lara Holman at 

(206) 296-8677,  or lara.holman@metrokc.gov for planning assistance prior to submitting a proposal.

Legal and Contractual Requirements
Organizations and individuals receiving funds must comply with all legal requirements stated below and are subject to King County ordinances governing contract compliance and performance standards.

Biennial Application Process: The Sustained Support Program funds organizations for two calendar years with allocations made annually. Organizations receive the same amount in each of the two years unless the Commission experiences a budget increase or decrease, in which case, the percentage of change will be prorated among the funded organizations.

In order to qualify for continuing support in 2003, funded organizations will be required to submit a final evaluation and financial statement for the 2002 fiscal year and a summary and organizational budget for the 2003 fiscal year, no later than January 30, 2003.

Acknowledgment: Organizations and individuals receiving funding from the Office of Cultural Resources must acknowledge the support in all printed programs, or if programs are not appropriate, in signage visible to the public. Organizations and individuals that do not acknowledge such support will have funding withheld.

Insurance: King County determines contractor insurance requirements on a project by project basis. Organizations receiving funding from the Office of Cultural Resources may be required to demonstrate insurance coverage, particularly in the area of liability. Types and levels of insurance coverage may be stipulated in the contract between the County and the organization.

Public Benefit: State law and King County Code authorize the purchase of arts services, but not the donation of public money to organizations. Funded organizations must therefore provide quantifiable benefit to the general public. Public benefit requirements will be included as part of the “Scope of Service” in the contract between the County and the organization.

Legal Requirements: Contractors receiving funds for services must comply with federal laws governing Fair Labor Standards, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1991, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 (see Access below), and any other applicable federal, state and local laws.  Questions regarding these compliance requirements may be addressed to Lara Holman at (206) 296-8677 or by calling 296-7580 V/TDD.

Access: Under King County law, all recipients of county funds must comply with section 504 concerning access: “No otherwise qualified individuals with disabilities…shall, solely by reason of his/her disability, be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity…” This covers access to and participation in programs and employment, as well as elimination of physical barriers.  Further, the ADA law “prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability…in places of public accommodation, (and) requires that all new places of public accommodation…be designed and constructed so as to be readily accessible and usable by persons with disabilities…”

Examples of accessibility may include: sign language interpreted performances for deaf or hearing impaired persons; audio description services or programs in Braille for visually impaired persons; or scheduling events in locations accessible to physically handicapped persons.  If the program is currently inaccessible, a corrective action plan must be developed to bring the program into compliance.  Contractors may in some cases, based on budget, amount of funding received and other considerations, apply for an “undue hardship” waiver.

Questions regarding access may be addressed to the program coordinator at 296-7580 V/TDD.  Other questions regarding compliance issues and access may be addressed to the King County Office of Civil Rights Enforcement, King County Courthouse, E-224, Seattle, WA 98104, phone 296-7592/296-7596 TDD.

Evaluation:

Arts organizations receiving funding must provide access to funded programs for evaluators, who may be commissioners, staff, or on-site reviewers (a maximum of four tickets).  On-site reviewers are professional artists or administrators who are selected based on demonstrated professional experience in a particular arts discipline and who are assigned on a rotating basis to assess the artistic work of organizations in their discipline area.  The reviewer submits a written evaluation form to the Office of Cultural Resources, which becomes a part of the organization’s application package.  Funded organizations also receive separate self-evaluation forms, which must be submitted along with a final report and actual budget prior to final payment.

Appeal Process:

Applicants may appeal the allocation decisions of the commission in all program areas.  The process is as follows:

1. Appeals must be based solely on the information included in the original application.

2. Appeals must be sent in writing to the Office of Cultural Resources Manager within 14 days of notification of Arts Commission action.

3. The manager shall consult the appropriate committee chairperson in accepting or rejecting the appeal.  The manager shall notify the applicant of his/her decision in writing.

4. A rejection of the manager is final and ends the appeal request.

5. If the manager accepts the appeal request, the applicant will be asked to make a presentation to the appropriate commission committee as expeditiously as possible.

6. The committee will recommend acceptance or rejection of the appeal to the commission and recommend modifications to grant awards as required.

7. The manager will notify the applicant in writing of the committee’s recommendation and the date and time at which the committee will consider the appeal.
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