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SUBJECT

Briefing 2015-B0052 provides an overview of potential human services strategies to resolve racially disproportionate outcomes within the juvenile justice system.

SUMMARY

[bookmark: _GoBack]Judge J. Wesley Saint Clair, Chief Juvenile Judge, King County Superior Court, Eric Trupin, Ph.D., Director and Vice Chair, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the University of Washington, and Anne Lee, Executive Director, TeamChild, were invited to brief the committee on potential human services strategies to resolve racially disproportionate outcomes within the juvenile justice system.

BACKGROUND

The committee is interested in potential human service strategies to address racially disproportionate outcomes within the juvenile justice system.  This briefing aims to familiarize the committee with the state of affairs in terms of progress made to reduce overall juvenile incarceration rates and remaining issues related to racially disproportionate outcomes within the juvenile justice system.  Expert panelists were invited to brief the committee.  Panelist bios are below:

· Judge J. Wesley Saint Clair, Chief Juvenile Judge, King County Superior Court

Judge Saint Clair graduated from the University of Washignton Law School.  He completed his undergraduate work at Yale University. After graduation from law school he joined the Criminal Division of the Office of the King County Prosecuting Attorney, a position he left in 1986 to open a private practice in Bellevue, where he specialized in criminal defense work.  In September of 1991, Judge Saint Clair was appointed to the Northeast Division of the King County District Court, where he served as presiding judge until July of 2004, when he was appointed to the King County Superior Court by Governor Gary Locke.  Judge Saint Clair was assigned to the King County Juvenile Court in January of 2012.  There, he currently presides over Truancies, Juvenile Drug Court, Offender Calendars, and Trials.  In 2003 Judge Saint Clair was named Outstanding Judge of the Year by the King County Bar Association and, in January 2009, he became the recipient of the King County Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award.

· Anne Lee, Executive Director, TeamChild

Anne Lee is the Executive Director for TeamChild, a non-profit organization that began in 1995 as a collaborative project between The Defender Association and Evergreen Legal Services, now Columbia Legal Services.  TeamChild’s mission is to “uphold the rights of youth involved, or at risk of involvement, in the juvenile justice system to help them secure the education, healthcare, housing and other support they need to achieve positive outcomes in their lives.”  Ms. Lee has served as the Executive Director of TeamChild for over 13 years. In 2009, Ms. Lee was named a Champion for Change in juvenile justice reform by the MacArthur Foundation.  Ms. Lee earned a J.D. from New York University School of Law and a B.A. in Sociology from Princeton University. 

· Eric Trupin, Ph.D., Director and Vice Chair, Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Science, University of Washington

Dr. Trupin is the Director of the Division of Public Behavioral Health and Justice Policy as well as a professor and Vice Chair in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the University of Washington.  The Division of Public Health and Justice Policy seeks to improve life outcomes for children and adults in need of behavioral health interventions through maintaining a range of training, research, and clinical programs aimed at implementing evidence-based behavioral health practices.  Dr. Trupin’s publications include “Family Integrated Transitions: A promising program for juvenile offenders with co-occurring disorders,” “Juvenile Justice 101: Addressing family support needs in juvenile court,” “Transition planning and recidivism among mentally ill juvenile offenders,” and “Mental health service completion among justice-involved Latino youth: Findings from a community-based participatory research project.”  Dr. Trupin holds a Ph.D. from the University of Washington and a B.A. from City College, New York.
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