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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  Proposed motion 2007-0004 would confirm the executive’s appointment of Ron Sher to the ‘4-Culture’ Cultural Development Authority Board of Directors.

SUMMARY:

On September 23, 2002, the Council adopted Ordinance 14482 establishing the Cultural Development Authority (CDA), of King County, known as ‘4-Culture’,  to administer the county’s arts and heritage programs funded by hotel-motel tax revenues and the Public Art (1% for Art) Program. Ordinance 14482 establishes a 15-member Board of Directors to govern the CDA.  Members are nominated by the King County Executive and confirmed by the Metropolitan King County Council.  The proposed motion would confirm the executive’s appointment of Ron Sher to the ‘4-Culture’ CDA Board of Directors.  

NOMINATION PROCESS:

Nominations to the 4-Culture Board are made by the Board’s Governance/Nominating Committee, an eight-member sub-committee of the Board composed of four directors of the Board, one ex-officio member designated by the Executive and three ex-officio members designated by the County Council. 

4-CULTURE BOARD COMPOSITION AND REQUIREMENTS:
Ordinance 14482 also adopted the CDA’s charter which establishes the Board’s composition requirements and qualifications:
· Seat Designations: Five positions are designated for the following areas of expertise: arts; public art; heritage; historic preservation; and the business community;

· Residency and Diversity Requirements: Directors must be residents of King County and shall be chosen to reflect the geographic and cultural diversity of King County; no more than six Board members may be from any one municipality; 

· Qualifications: Directors shall have a demonstrated commitment to and knowledge of cultural resources, shall be active and experienced in community and civic issues and concerns, and shall have the ability to evaluate the needs of cultural constituencies in the region as a whole.  Directors shall represent a range of talents, experience, backgrounds, and viewpoints and shall be sought from a range of professional artists; arts administrators; architects; landscape architects; administrators, professionals and specialists in heritage and historic preservation; administrators, professionals and specialists in cultural education; urban planners and designers; and attorneys; and from community arts and heritage activists; and from sectors of the business community; and from the community at large.

Appointee Ron Sher 


Ron Sher, who resides in council district 6, is being appointed to the ‘4-Culture’ Cultural Development Authority Board of Directors. Mr. Sher is the northwest managing partner of Metrovation, founder of Metrovation Capital, Third Place Books, and Islanders Bank.  He has developed and managed commercial real estate including Crossroads Shopping Center in Bellevue and Elliot Bay Book Company.  He has served on the Downtown Parks Task Force; the City of Seattle’s Civic Center Programming Focus Group; the boards of the Project for Public Spaces, the Cascade Land Conservancy, and the Youth Eastside Services.  He is coordinating the formation of the Great Places Forum, which aims to celebrate, inspire, propagate, and enhance community gathering places. 

Mr. Sher is being appointed for a term expiring December 31, 2009.  

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2007-0004 with attachments

2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter dated December 6, 2006
