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Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	John Resha

	Proposed No.:
	2011-0269
	Date:
	July 12, 2011




SUBJECT	

Proposed Ordinance 2011-0269 would authorize the Executive to sign an Interlocal agreement (ILA) between the King County Sheriff's Office (KCSO) Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) program and the City of Seattle for the operation of the regionally funded AFIS system.


SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2011-0269 updates and restates a 1992 agreement between Seattle and the County for AFIS operations. There are no substantive changes to the agreement.


BACKGROUND:

AFIS is a regional public safety tool that works to quickly assists criminal justice agencies across the county to fingerprint and identify arrested individuals or suspects of crimes. The AFIS program, which is managed by KCSO, was established as a regional system in 1988.  In 1992, it was expanded to be in operation and accessible to police agencies across the county at any hour of the day, seven days a week.

The program’s primary functions are to:
1. Capture fingerprints from suspects
2. Store fingerprints in databases
3. Search and identify individuals from fingerprints 
4. Solve crimes by identifying prints left a crime scenes 
5. Share fingerprint and arrest data with other jurisdictions

The program is funded via a dedicated six year property tax levy that will generate  $11.5 million for 2011.  Now in its fifth levy year, this annual levy amount has been reduce over the last few years and is now more than $5 million less than its initial annual levy amount due to operational efficiencies and program cost savings without a reduction of services.


ANALYSIS:

While systems and hardware of the regional system are owned by the County and administered by the AFIS program, the City of Seattle provides its own operational support for the AFIS program on a reimbursement basis from the AFIS levy, as provided for in Ordinance 15537.  

While not required to be updated, after a decade of use, this agreement is being updated to reflect current operational practices and indemnification language.  Legal review has identified no issues or significant changes to the terms agreement.

The agreement provides for reimbursable and excluded costs, regular annual cost estimating, termination and indemnification consistent with other County ILAs and current operational practices.  Based on current operations and expenses, this agreement represents approximately $3.7 million of annual reimbursement from AFIS to Seattle.


REASONABLENESS:

Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2011-0269 would constitute a reasonable business decision. The agreement has already been signed by the by Seattle's Mayor. 


ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2011-0269 with attachment A
2. Transmittal Letter (Proposed Ordinance 2011-0269)
3. Fiscal Note (Proposed Ordinance 2011-0269)
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