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SUBJECT :  Proposed Motions to confirm the Executive’s appointments of Dennis Dart and Julie Stangell to the King County Rural Forest Commission.
BACKGROUND:  The King County Rural Forest Commission was established in October of 1997.  The King County Farm and Forest Report, and the King County Comprehensive Plan, Policy RL-207A, called for the creation of a commission to represent the diversity of forest interests in the county.  The purpose of the commission is to review the development and implementation of strategies, innovative programs, policies and regulations that benefit forestry and to advise the county on ways to preserve rural forests and promote rural forestry.  

Pursuant to ordinance, the Rural Forest Commission members are selected to represent specific and diverse rural forest interests and geographic regions of rural King County.  The Commission consists of thirteen voting members who serve staggered three year terms.  Commission membership shall include an equitable representation of the following interests:

1. At least five (5) members representing private rural forest landowners, with at least one (1) from each of the following ownership categories:

a) greater than five hundred (500) acres of rural forest land;

b) forty (40) to five hundred (500) acres of rural forest land, and for whom income from forestry is an important component of total income;

c) residential forest land owner with greater than twenty (20) acres, and are enrolled in the Forest Land Designation program; and

d) residential forest land owner with less than twenty (20) acres of rural forest land;

2. Advocates of non-timber values, such as environmental protection, recreation or open space;

3. The Washington Department of Natural Resources;

4. Affected Indian Tribes;

5. Consumers or users of local forest products, such as mills, lumber suppliers, craftsmen, florist suppliers, or users of other alternative forest products;

6. Academic or professional foresters, or forestry associations; and

7. Rural cities.

In addition to the voting members, the Commission includes the following non-voting ex-officio members: the directors of the King County Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation, Development and Environmental Services, Human Resources, and the Office of Budget and Strategic Planning; a representative of the Natural Resources Committee; and the director of the King Conservation District.

The Commission is staffed by the Department of Natural Resources; Benj Wadsworth is present to provide the Committee with an overview of the Commission’s work.

APPOINTMENTS TO THE KING COUNTY RURAL FOREST COMMISSION:

Dennis Dart.   Mr. Dart is being appointed to the commission to represent the perspective of professional foresters.  Mr. Dart resides in Redmond and works as a forester with International Forest Consultants, Inc.  In his role as forester, Mr. Dart assists landowners in King County with all aspects of forest management and has done a number of forest inventories and appraisals in King County.   He brings a working knowledge of Washington’s Forest Practice rules and a desire to promote good forest management and preserve King County’s private working forests.  Mr. Dart has a Bachelor of Science in Forestry from Homboldt State University.  He lives in Council District Three and is being appointed for a partial term expiring September 30, 2005.
Julie Stangell.  Ms. Stangell is being appointed to the commission to represent residential forest land owners with greater than 500 acres and rural forest land in King County.  She resides in North Bend and currently serves as a Senior Forester with Hancock Forest Management.  She is a member of the Society of American Foresters and represents Hancock Forest Management on the Tolt Fish Habitat and Restoration Group.  She has experience working for small, privately held companies and a large multi-national company.  She has managed industrial forest operations, and she has managed a recreational program, minor forest products harvest and other land-use related issues.  Ms. Stangell graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Forest Management from Oregon State University and an MBA from Willamette University.  She resides in Council District Three and is being appointed for a three-year term expiring September 30, 2006.
ATTENDING:

1. Dennis Dart

2. Julie Stangell

3. Benj Wadsworth, Staff Liaison, Resource Lands Section, Department of Natural Resources

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Motion 2003-0162 with attachments

a.  Application

b.  Financial Disclosure Statement

c.  Board Profile

d.  Appointment Letter

e.  Transmittal Letter

2. Proposed Motion 2004-0080 with attachments

a.  Application

b.  Financial Disclosure Statement

c.  Board Profile

d.  Appointment Letter

e.  Transmittal Letter

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only.
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