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From: John B Dunn <John.B.Dunn@kp.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2019 10:26 AM
To: Communications, Comments <council@kingcounty.gov>
Subject: Comment in support of proposed Metro north eastside changes

To members of the Mobility and Environment Committee of the King County Council,

As a longtime resident of the north eastside (1970-85, and again from 2000-today) and regular user of multiple bus routes during most of those periods, I wanted to write and register my support for the proposed bus service changes on the north eastside.  Best elements of this proposal are these:
1. More-comprehensive service in fewer corridors:  Traveling by bus on the eastside at any time other than rush hour can be really challenging, because service on any given route is nonexistent or spotty.  Consolidating routes into a few heavily-used corridors, and then making sure that those corridors are served more-often, at more hours, and on more days of the week means that at least I can get to any general part of the north eastside more-quickly-and-reliably during off hours than is now possible, and that even if I have to transfer, I won’t have to wait all that long … all of which means that I’m more likely to use the bus for non-work and off-hours trips than I do today.  My closest bus route would be changed under this proposal, and I’ll need to add a transfer … and I’m just fine with that, because it’s more important to me to be able to easily get back to the general area that I’m going to than it is to have one-seat door-to-door service that often runs infrequently or not-at-all.
1. Reroute of the 255 to University-of-Washington transit station:  I’m strongly in favor of this, even though I’m actually a regular user of the 255 into Seattle.  The biggest problem with current service is that at any time when traffic volumes are anything other than mild-to-moderate, the 255 becomes an absolutely unreliable mess in the city (I routinely find myself waiting 20-30 minutes for a bus that’s supposed to come every 5-10 during rush hour in the evening).  Although it adds a transfer, the increased reliability, increased frequency, and expanded hours more than make up for that (as I said – transfers are not a concern as long as service is frequent, so fewer routes with more service is always better than lots of infrequent routes).  In addition, this is really the only way that we can effectively tie north eastside transit service into the rail spine for transit without sending buses into the downtown mess for a transfer – and that all by itself makes this change worthwhile.

Very much appreciate your consideration of my opinion.

Best regards,

John Dunn
Kirkland WA



From: chantelle valentine <valewolf@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2019 6:15 PM
To: Communications, Comments <council@kingcounty.gov>
Subject: Elimination of routes. And wetland modifications

I am a disabled rider. Eliminating the 234, 235 routes will eliminate, dangerously  burden and withold my ability to 1. Get Urgent care, and Medical tests at Overlake Hospital, 2. Get Medical tests at Bellevue Imaging, Quest Diagnostics, Lab Core 3. See my Dr at Bellevue Family Medicine 3.Burden me getting to DSHS, And the Dept of Motor vehicles 4. Remove my ability to go to Roadrunner Sports to get shoes prescribed by my bone and joint medicine Dr. 
5. Eliminate my ability to practice my religious beliefs by not being able to go to Stargazers 
6. Go to the public library to utilize the facilities for research and information 7. Go to East side University of Washington Family Medical Center to see various diagnosticians 8. Go to the Open MRI of Quest Diagnostics in Kirkland 9. Eliminate my ability to go to my Naturopath and last but not least from what I understand endanger my life by creating numerous transfers from route to route, not providing seating along old/new routes. 
I understand the need to move Microsoft, Amazon.com, Fred Hutch Cancer researchers, Alphabet/Google employees from point A to Point B. 
I qualify for Access, yet I prefer running on my time schedule. Eliminating these routes puts a horrific medical, intellectual resources, government services and resources and spiritual burden upon me personally. 
Your survey questions absolutely did not reveal at all what you actually planned to do   i. e. Specifically say which routes go away or are modified by what choice.. The consequences which are devastating on many levels to the quality of my life, and cash survival for business owners since buying on credit is morally abhorrent.
So when I transfer and add additional hours to my bus rides and have to find NEW Medical Services and physicians who don't understand my specific rare medical conditions, and when I go numb from the waist down while waiting on these new routes for lack of seating. I will remember not to vote or approve new changes or monies that come before me as a registered voter. And you can be sure, since watching the construction company butcher the wetlands at MERCER SLOUGH by going well past the legal contracted impact boarder, half heartedly saving young healthy trees, I will be looking really hard at people running for elections, and who they represent, what groups and clubs they beling and go to and what money interests run in the same circle before I cast my vote. 
As for your wetland proposals...humans really suck at caring for water resources, preserving what remains of our wildlife, and all in all trying to get more green space to caretake the wellbeing of humans and animals, I wish you luck. And frankly your building/drainage requirements in my eyes are too lenient...
Chantelle Valentine-La Vorie
4200 Factoria BLVD S.E.
B7
Bellevue, WA 98006
425-260-6732
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state: WA

zip: 98005

MessageText: King County Councilmembers:

Please do not change the Route 255 so that it no longer goes all of the way downtown.  It is working really well right now going on the surface streets.  I think it will be much slower for those of us coming from South Kirkland Park and Ride, and points further out, for the bus to exit SR 520, cross the Montlake Bridge, which is often a bottleneck, and then we will need to get off and take the three or so escalators at the UW Link station to wait for and catch the Link to get downtown.  

I work at 5th and Cherry.  I will need to then exit from the Pioneer Station and go up another several escalators to get out and walk another block uphill to my building.  Right now the 255 drops me at Marion and 5th and I walk one block on surface streets to my building.  When I catch the 255 at South Kirkland Park & Ride at 6:44 am, I am walking in my office door at 5th and Cherry before 7:10 am.  

If you make this change to the Route 255 regardless, I will avoid taking the 255 to the UW Link station and will instead get off at Yarrow Pt., or Evergreen Pt. on SR 520 and transfer to a ST 545 or another bus going on surface streets all of the way downtown.  I imagine many of us will do that as it will get us downtown faster, although not as fast as if we could simply stay on the 255 as we do now. 

Please don't re-route the 255 to the UW Link station.  Instead, please continue to have the Rt 255 go all of the way downtown on surface streets.    

Thank you for considering my feedback.

Sincerely,
Evelyn Zeller

