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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  3
DATE:  May 1, 2006
PROPOSED NO:  2006-0183
PREPARED BY:  Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE establishing the King County elections oversight committee; and adding a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 2.
SUMMARY:  The ordinance would establish an ongoing committee to oversee King County elections and to make recommendations to the Council for continually improving elections processes, performance and accountability.
BACKGROUND:  On two occasions the Metropolitan King County Council has activated elections oversight committees to help provide independent oversight of elections, to identify the source of elections problems and to recommend actions that would improve the conduct of elections.  Both oversight committees have been comprised of citizen volunteers from diverse backgrounds and political affiliations and all had elections expertise of some type.
The first elections oversight committee was formed in July of 2003.  They worked over the period of one year and produced a final report containing 116 recommendations.  The Council established a second oversight committee in April of 2005.  They also worked for a year and produced a report containing 60 recommendations, six of which were identified as high priority.
Specific provisions of the legislation:

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

Oversight committee membership is the same as the last committee and includes:
1. One representative from a nonpartisan organization active in King County that evaluates candidates and ballot measures, such as the Municipal League;

2. One representative from a nonpartisan organization active in King County that provides elections information to the public, such as the League of Women Voters;

3. One representative of the Chinese-speaking community;

4. One representative from the King County Democratic Party;

5. One representative from the King County Republican Party;

6. One representative from the Washington state Democratic Party;

7. One representative from the Washington state Republican Party;

8. One representative from the Libertarian Party;

9. One ex officio, nonvoting representative from the Office of the Secretary of State;

10. One representative from a King County school district; and 

11. & 12.  Two King County registered voters who are not representatives of any of the groups listed above.

Appointments to the committee are made by the Chair of the Council and the Vice Chair of Council Affairs from nominations made by all Councilmembers.  Members of the committee are confirmed by the Council.
MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS
All committee members should have:

1.  A working knowledge of local or state government elections operations and management;

2.  A strong commitment to an accountable, transparent, well-managed and efficient elections operation in King County; and

3.  A willingness to commit the time necessary to attend committee meetings and activities.

Committee members shall not hold elective public office or be a candidate for election to public office, other than as a precinct committee officer.  Terms of office are three years and membership terms are staggered to provide continuity of membership.
COMMITTEE MISSION

The mission of the committee is to provide oversight of the operation and management of the elections section of the King county records, elections and licensing services division, to make recommendations for continual improvement in elections operations, to investigate and report on any problems that occur in future elections and to help restore and maintain public confidence in elections.

The committee is directed to make an annual report to the Council by February 1 or each year reporting on election activities for the previous year and making recommendations consistent with its mission.
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