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AGENDA ITEM:  3
DATE:  October 24, 2005
PROPOSED NO:  2005-0417
PREPARED BY: Chuck Williams
SUBJECT:  A motion urging Congress to pass the Filipino Veterans Equity Act, and advocating for family members of the World War II Filipino American Veterans as citizens of the United States of America.  

SUMMARY:
Proposed Motion 2005-0417 urges Congress to provide military veteran’s benefits to members of the Philippines Commonwealth Army and Special Philippines Scouts, who were drafted into American Military Service during World War II to fight in the Pacific as part of the United States Armed Forces.  
In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt pledged to give full veterans benefits to the Philippines Commonwealth Army and Special Philippines Scouts fighting under the United States flag.

In 1946, the United States Congress passed the Rescission Act, specifically stating that services rendered by the Philippines Commonwealth Army “shall not be deemed active military, naval or air service for the purposes of any law of the U.S.”, thereby stripping these soldiers of equal recognition, compensation and benefits.
In 1990, the United States Government granted citizenship to these veterans, but did not extend veterans recognition.

In 2003, President Bush signed a measure that would extend full war-related disability pension and burial benefits to about 100 Filipino veterans and 400 soldiers’ widows living in the United States.  They previously received benefits at half the rate paid to U.S. veterans.  Bush also signed a measure extending Veterans Affairs health benefits to an estimated 7,000 surviving Filipino World War II veterans living in the United States.

The issue remaining for consideration by the United States Congress is the extension of veteran pension benefits to approximately 21,000 Filipino Veterans still living in the Philippines.

On January 25, 2005 H.R. 302 and S.146 were introduced in Congress (See Attachments 2 and 3).  Both Bills would make the services of the Filipino Veterans eligible for full benefits.  Neither of the Bills have had a hearing and none are scheduled at this time.  
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2005-0417
2. Striking Amendment A1 to Proposed Motion 2005-0417

3. Title Amendment T1 to Proposed Motion 2005-0417

4. H.R. 302

5. S. 146
