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Metropolitan King County Council
Utilities Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	13 through 22
	Name:
	
Megan Smith 

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0472, and 2002-0474 through 2002-0482

	Date:
	October 8, 2002


SUBJECT:  The following proposed motions would confirm appointments to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee:

1. Proposed Motion 2002-0472:   A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Terry Lavender to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee.
2. Proposed Motion 2002-0474:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Dick Thiel to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
3. Proposed Motion 2002-0475:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Laura Szentes to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
4. Proposed Motion 2002-0476:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Roy Bingman to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
5. Proposed Motion 2002-0477:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of        Joan Cabreza to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
6. Proposed Motion 2002-0478:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Geoffrey Clayton to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
7. Proposed Motion 2002-0479:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of  Bertha Eades to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
8. Proposed Motion 2002-0480:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of        Gareth Grube to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
9. Proposed Motion 2002-0481:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Judith Jewell to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
10. Proposed Motion 2002-0482:   A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of        Michael Johnson to the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection Committee. 
BACKGROUND:   
Groundwater Protection Areas and Groundwater Management Plans
Nearly thirty percent of King County residents rely on groundwater as their drinking water source. There are approximately 12,000 private wells in King County. 
In 1986, five Groundwater Management Areas were designated in King County in accordance with Washington Administrative Code 173-100:  East King County, Vashon-Maury Island, Issaquah Creek Valley, Redmond Bear Creek Valley, and South King County.  

The Seattle-King County Public Health and the Department of Natural Resources and Parks worked with locally established Groundwater Advisory Committees (GWACs) between 1989 and 1996 to develop groundwater management plans for these areas. In 1999, four of the five plans were finalized and approved by county council. These four plans were certified by the Washington State Department of Ecology in 2000. The South King County plan has not been finalized or certified. 
King County Groundwater Protection Program
On October 5, 2001 the King County Council adopted Ordinance 14214. This ordinance defined King County’s role in groundwater protection and established the King County Groundwater Protection Program. The ordinance emphasized that legal authority to regulate withdrawals of groundwater resides with the State of Washington, and that the legislation is not intended to infringe on the authorities of municipalities and special districts.  At the same time, the ordinance recognized that some groundwater protection issues need to be coordinated at a regional level.  Areas of focus for the King County Groundwater Management Program include:

· coordinated groundwater data collection and management;

· regional outreach and education on groundwater issues;

· coordination amongst county agencies and other federal, state, and local entities involved in groundwater protection; and
· staffing of groundwater protection committees. 
· 
The ordinance designated Department of Natural Resources and Parks as lead agency for the program.  The current budget for King County’s Groundwater Management Program is $675,000, and there are 5.5 FTEs. Revenue sources include Surface Water Management, Rural Drainage Program, Solid Waste, and Wastewater Treatment. 
Groundwater Protection Committees
Ordinance 14214 (codified in King County Code Chapter 9.14) also established three Groundwater Protection Committees, one each for East King County, Vashon Maury Island, and Issaquah Creek Valley.  The Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Protection committee was later established by Ordinance 14276.  

King County Code Chapter 9.14.100 defines the following responsibilities for groundwater protection committees: 

· advising the King County Executive and Council on King County’s groundwater activities and issues and keeping elected officials and their organizations informed;
· advising elected officials from King County, municipalities, special purpose districts, water and sewer utilities, and water purveyors on implementation of the certified groundwater management plans;
· monitoring and participating in implementation of the Groundwater Management  Plans and developing and recommending modifications to the plans;
· reviewing and making recommendations on the short-and long term work plans for regional groundwater needs;
· coordinating community groundwater needs with local organizations;
· providing annual status reports on their activities;
· making recommendations on distribution and use of aquifer protection funds;
· recommending changes to county planning policies affecting groundwater protection;
· recommending services tailored to the unique needs of the local area; and
· providing advice on state groundwater regulation.
KCC 9.14.095 defines the following committee composition for the Redmond-Bear Creek Groundwater Advisory Committee:
1. One representative from the groundwater advisory committee,
2. One representative from water purveyors,
3. Two representatives from sewer and water utilities and associations,
4. One representative from residential well users,
5. One representative from business owners, 
6. One representative from commercial agriculturists, 

7. One representative from each city, 

8. One representative from the unincorporated area council, 

9. One representative from chambers of commerce, 

10. One representative from local environmental organizations. 

In addition, the county shall invite each of the tribal nations with federally recognized rights within the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater management area. 

Snohomish County, Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, and the state Departments of Ecology and Health will be invited to participate as non-voting members. 
CANDIDATES FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE East King County Groundwater Protection Committee 

Ground Water Advisory Committee: Bertha Eades 

Ms. Eades was a past member of the Redmond Bear Creek Valley Ground Water Advisory Committee (GWAC).  Ms. Eades has served on several local committees and commissions related to groundwater, water quality, planning and transportation issues.  Ms. Eades was recommended by Ray Heller, Redmond Bear Creek Steward.  Ms. Eades is being appointed for a three-year term expiring October 1, 2005. 
Sewer and Water Utilities and Associations: Laura Szentes
Ms. Szentes is the General Manager for the NE Sammamish Sewer and Water District.  This District was a member of the original Redmond Bear Creek Valley Groundwater Advisory Committee and was active in developing the Redmond-Bear Creek Valley Ground Water Management Plan.  Ms. Szentes was recommended by Geoff Clayton, Redmond Bear Creek UAC and former member of the GWAC. Ms. Szentes is being appointed for a two-year term expiring October 1, 2004.
Sewer and Water Utilities and Associations:  Roy Bingman

Mr. Bingman is the General Manager of the Union Hill Water Association.  Mr. Bingman is a professional engineer and has been a water system manager in western Washington since 1985.  In addition Mr. Bingman has served on the Pierce County Groundwater Advisory Committee for 3 years.  Mr. Bingman was recommended by the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District. Mr. Bingman is being appointed for a one-year term expiring October 1, 2003.
Residential Well User: Joan Cabreza 

Ms. Cabreza is a resident of Redmond and the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Management Area.  Ms. Cabreza is a private well owner and has participated in the County’s ambient groundwater monitoring program.  In addition Ms. Cabreza is a professional environmental scientist with the Environmental Protection Agency who has many years of experience in water quality work.  Ms. Cabreza was recommended by Chris Hughes, Engineering Technician for King County ambient groundwater monitoring program. Ms. Cabreza is being appointed for a three-year term expiring October 1, 2003. 
Business Owner:  Michael Johnson, PE

Mr. Johnson is the Corporate Environmental Manager for Genie Industries.  Mr. Johnson is a Licensed Professional Engineer who has been active in promoting sustainable economic growth in balance with environmental protection.  Mr. Johnson was the first recipient of the Governor’s Award for Outstanding Innovation and Achievement in Government and is a founding member of Redmond Industries for a Clean Environment.  Mr. Johnson was recommended by Judith Jewel of Redmond Industries for a Clean Environment as well as the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District. Mr. Johnson is being appointed for a one-year term expiring October 1, 2003.
City of Sammamish: Dick Thiel 

Mr. Thiel is the City Engineer at the City of Sammamish.  Mr. Thiel is a Registered Professional Engineer. Mr. Thiel has worked at state, federal and local levels in water resources management and engineering.  Mr. Thiel served on the City of Bellevue Storm and Surface Water Advisory Commission.  Mr. Thiel was recommended by John Cunningham, City of Sammamish Director of Public Works. Mr. Thiel is being appointed for a two-year term expiring October 1, 2004. 
City of Woodinville: Gareth Grube

Mr. Grube is Council Member for the City of Woodinville and has lived in the area for 20 years.  Mr. Grube is also a Civil Engineer who has a professional background in water and wastewater engineering.  Mr. Grube was recommended by the Woodinville City Council and by the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District. Mr. Grube is being appointed for a three-year term expiring October 1, 2005.
Unincorporated Area Council: Geoff Clayton

Mr. Clayton is Vice President for the Upper Bear Creek Unincorporated Area Council.  Additionally, Mr. Clayton is a geologist who served in a professional capacity as a consultant representing NE Sammamish Water and Sewer District on the GWAC.  Mr. Clayton has been recommended by the Upper Bear Creek UAC. Mr. Clayton is being appointed for a one-year term expiring October 1, 2003.
Chamber of Commerce: Judith Jewel

Ms. Jewel is the owner of Olympian Precast, a Redmond-Bear Creek Valley business. Ms. Jewel has served on the Redmond Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and the National Association of Women in Construction – Puget Sound Chapter Board.  Ms. Jewel also serves as the Treasurer for Redmond Industries for a Clean Environment and has been involved with the City of Redmond’s process to develop a groundwater protection ordinance.  Ms. Jewel was recommended by the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District. Ms. Jewel is being appointed for a one-year term expiring October 1, 2003. 
Local Environmental Organizations: Terry Lavender  
Ms. Lavender has many years of experience serving on boards and advisory committees dealing with salmon habitat, water quality, growth management, and open space protection. She is a member of the Cascade Land Conservancy Board and the Steering Committee for the Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed. She is active in Water Tenders, a community group based in Bear Creek. Ms. Lavender has also been very active in Redmond Chamber of commerce and was recognized as Redmond Citizen of the Year in 1992. Ms. Lavender was recommended by Councilmember Kathy Lambert. Ms. Lavender is being appointed for a two-year term expiring October 1, 2004. 
The City of Redmond is located within the Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater protection area, but has not recommended a representative. 
ATTENDING:

Sarah Ogier, Groundwater Policy Analyst, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Dave Monthie, Regional Water Policy Analyst, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Motion 2002-0472 with attachments   

2. Proposed Motion 2002-0474 with attachments   

3. Proposed Motion 2002-0475 with attachments   

4. Proposed Motion 2002-0476 with attachments   

5. Proposed Motion 2002-0477 with attachments   

6. Proposed Motion 2002-0478 with attachments   

7. Proposed Motion 2002-0479 with attachments   

8. Proposed Motion 2002-0480 with attachments   

9. Proposed Motion 2002-0481 with attachments   

10. Proposed Motion 2002-0482 with attachments   

11. Executive’s transmittal letter, dated September 24, 2002 
12. Map of Redmond Bear Creek Groundwater Management Area


