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Metropolitan King County Council
Law, Justice, and Emergency Management Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Nick Wagner

	Proposed No.:
	2015-B0081
	Date:
	28 April 2015



SUBJECT
Briefing by the King County Public Defender.

SUMMARY
The King County Public Defender, Lorinda Youngcourt, will brief the committee on her first 100 days as head of King County's Department of Public Defense (DPD). She is also expected to present her report on DPD's efforts to comply with the American Bar Association's Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System (Atts. 1 and 2).

BACKGROUND
Ms. Youngcourt's briefing to the committee comes on her 100th day as King County Public Defender. She was appointed by the Executive effective January 19, 2015, and her appointment was unanimously confirmed by the Council on March 2.

As provided in Section 2.60.026(A) of the King County Code, the Public Defender's duties include:

1. Managing the department of public defense;
2. Ensuring the department employs the needed technical and public defense expertise to ensure effective delivery of public defense services;
3. Representing the executive in all city, county, state and federal forums where the defense perspective is required;
4. Ensuring that the American Bar Association Ten Principles for a Public Defense Delivery System, as approved by the American Bar Association House of Delegates in February of 2002, guide the management of the department and development of department standards for legal defense representation, and filing with the clerk of the council by April 1 of each year a report on the results of the county public defender's efforts in that regard;
5. Following the Washington State Standards for Indigent Defense Services;
6. Developing and maintaining appropriate standards and guidelines for the qualifications and experience level of public defense attorneys and paraprofessionals;
7. Working collaboratively with the public defense advisory board and providing relevant nonprivileged information to the board upon its reasonable request; and
8. Fostering and promoting system improvements, efficiencies, access to justice and equity in the criminal justice system.
As additional background, a copy of the 2015 annual report of the King County Public Defense Advisory Board is included with the staff report as Attachment 3. The Board presented the report to the Committee of the Whole on April 1, 2015.
ATTACHMENTS
1. King County Department of Public Defense: A Report on Efforts to Comply with the ABA’s Ten Principles for Public Defense
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Transmittal letter
3. 2015 Annual Report of King County Public Defense Advisory Board

INVITED
Lorinda Youngcourt, King County Public Defender
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