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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management & Natural Resources Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	3
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2005-0509
	Date:
	March 14, 2006

	Attending:
	Marie Gatti, Appointee, King County Fairgrounds Advisory Board
Sharon Roberts, Manager, King County Fairgrounds


On March 14, 2006 the Growth Management and Natural Resources and Utilities Committee amended the motion to reflect boundary changes as a result of the 2005 redistricting process.
SUBJECT:  
Proposed Motion 2005-0509 would confirm the Executive’s appointments of Marie Gatti to the Fairgrounds Advisory Board.
BACKGROUND:

As a result of the Parks Omnibus legislation in 2002, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks was directed to operate the King County Fairgrounds in alignment with the new strategic direction of the parks system, which focuses on revenue generation and self-sustainability, fiscal accountability and reporting, marketing, and the potential of the Fairgrounds to support year-round activities.  The Fairgrounds Advisory Board has the responsibility to provide direction to the Fairground in light of this policy and operational shift.
In October 2003 the council approved Ordinance 14776 which restructured the King County Fair Advisory Board into the Fairgrounds Advisory Board and provided new directions, roles and responsibilities.  The Fairgrounds Advisory Board is charged with the following responsibilities:

1. To provide recommendations, advise and assist in the planning and conduct of the King County fair and fairgrounds.
2. To function as a vital point of interface between King County, the citizenry of the county and key groups upon whose participation a successful fairgrounds operation depends.
3. To actively participate in the activities of the fair and fairgrounds, particularly with respect to revenue generation and agricultural and youth-oriented events.
4. To serve in a liaison capacity with participating groups and officials at the fair and fairgrounds.
5. To make recommendations on the proposed fair and fairgrounds budget.
6. To communicate directly with the fairgrounds manager and the manager of the parks and recreation division.

The Fairgrounds Advisory Board consists of eleven members, one which is nominated and confirmed by the city of Enumclaw.  The city of Enumclaw has already confirmed their representative. The remaining ten are nominated individually by members of the county council or by the county executive, or both, with final selection by the county executive and confirmation by the county council.  Thus far, seven confirmations have been approved by the King County Council and the appointment before the committee today would bring the total number of confirmed Fairgrounds Advisory Board members to nine.
Board members represent the interests of the Fairgrounds though areas of expertise (as established by Ordinance 14776) including fundraising, marketing and advertising, accounting, event production and promotion, fair events and activities, livestock and agriculture, youth and youth oriented activities, the downtown Enumclaw business community, the city of Enumclaw; and the general public.

APPOINTMENT:

Marie Gatti is a resident of Ravensdale in District 9.  Ms. Gatti has participated in the King County Fair as a volunteer for many years.  She has also served as the Chairman of the Horse Committee on the Board of Directors at the Adams County Fair.   Professionally, Ms. Gatti is the Director of Marketing for a health insurance company and recently received her MBA from the University of Washington.  Her appointment is for a two year term to expire on September 30, 2007.
AMENDMENT:

Title and body amendments have been prepared to correct the district number where the appointee resides.


