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September 26, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

Enclosed for your consideration is an ordinance establishing the recommended alignment for the RapidRide G Line (Madison Street corridor in Seattle). The G Line will deliver critical east-west transit between Madison Valley and Downtown Seattle. This includes connecting to the Seattle Streetcar System, Coleman Dock ferries including the Water Taxi, LINK light rail, RapidRide Service on 3rd Avenue and many other local and regional transit services. The G Line is currently scheduled to begin service in 2022, and is one of the first two RapidRide lines to be developed through King County Metro Transit’s (Metro’s) RapidRide Expansion Program and the city of Seattle’s Move Seattle transportation levy. 

Metro’s long-range vision, METRO CONNECTS, anticipates an extensive network of frequent and local service that will let riders travel farther, faster and more conveniently to major county destinations. As Metro’s premium branded service, RapidRide is a key element of the frequent service network. RapidRide has proven to be a success since the first line, the A Line on Pacific Highway South in South King County, was implemented in 2010. The capital investments that support RapidRide speed, reliability, branding, and customer experience make the service unique among other services in METRO CONNECTS.

Rider satisfaction surveys indicate that RapidRide is recognized as a higher quality service, and ridership growth has outpaced regular Metro service. As of 2018, combined ridership on the six active RapidRide lines has grown 75% relative to the pre-RapidRide ridership, and serves virtually all demographics. Building on the achievements of the current RapidRide lines, Metro plans to open seven new RapidRide lines by 2027 including the G Line.  The G Line is being launched in partnership with the city of Seattle. The line is receiving funding from the city of Seattle through the Move Seattle levy and is seeking a Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Small Starts Grant for $60,000,000. 

Implementation of the RapidRide G Line is consistent with King County’s adopted values for the transit system—to emphasize productivity, ensure social equity and provide geographic value. The RapidRide program is guided by the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 and associated King County Metro Service Guidelines, adopted by King County Council in 2011 and updated in 2015. Higher frequency, faster and more reliable service on the RapidRide G Line will tie together economically and racially diverse communities, and connect neighborhoods to employment opportunities, commercial and retail centers and recreational activities. Implementing the G line supports King County’s sustainability goals and the Strategic Climate Action Plan.  Expanding Metro’s RapidRide service will improve the ability of people in King County to travel without single-occupant vehicles and therefore contribute to the goal to reduce countywide greenhouse gas emissions. 

The RapidRide G Line supports economic development and responds to local jurisdictions’ efforts to develop vibrant, thriving and sustainable neighborhoods and communities. The G Line will connect residents and employment concentrations in downtown Seattle as well as the First Hill, Capitol Hill, Central District and Madison Valley neighborhoods. 

Several major employers are located in the corridor, including regional medical centers such as Virginia Mason Hospital, Kaiser Permanente Capitol Hill Campus, and Swedish Medical Center, as well as the campus of Seattle University and Seattle Central College. Additionally, census tracts directly south of the Madison St contain a percentage of persons of color (36 – 57%) higher than the Seattle average (34%).  The G Line is expected to provide service to transit customers from throughout King County, particularly those destined for medical and educational institutions such as those referenced above.

The alignment recommendations described in the attachments (RapidRide G Line Overview, and RapidRide G Line Alignment Public Engagement Summary) to this ordinance are the product of collaborative work lead by the City of Seattle, Metro, employers, community organizations, and the public. The City of Seattle and Metro engaged community partners in this work, including community councils, development associations, senior organizations and facilities, youth and service groups, and other key organizations outlined in Attachment B to this ordinance. 

The G Line corridor was identified and prioritized in the City of Seattle’s Transit Master Plan, and in Metro’s long-range vision, METRO CONNECTS. Both of these planning efforts evaluated and prioritized implementation of the G Line based on several factors including potential ridership, social equity measures, and network connectivity. The design and implementation of the G Line will be responsive to priorities identified in the project’s community outreach process, including combining bike, pedestrian and transit rider safety at bus stations and crossing along the corridor. 

Thank you for your consideration of the RapidRide G Line alignment ordinance. If you have any questions, please contact Bill Bryant, Managing Director of Service Development, King County Metro Transit Department, at 206-477-6456, or bill.bryant@kingcounty.gov.
Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council
	Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
	Rob Gannon, General Manager, Metro Transit Department
	Christina O’Claire, Mobility Division Director, Metro Transit Department 
	Bill Bryant, Managing Director, Service Development, Metro Transit Department 
	Hannah McIntosh, Program Director, RapidRide, Metro Transit Department
