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SUBJECT:  Seattle Transit Plan.  

BACKGROUND:  Since Fall 2003, the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) has been working on a vision for future transit service in Seattle.  Among other purposes, the Seattle Transit Plan is intended to:
· Support mobility, economic growth, and the City’s Comprehensive Plan including its urban villages strategy;

· Enable the City to be proactive on the future of transit in 2005-2030;

· Help the City work with the Transit Division, Sound Transit, and other transit providers to identify key transit corridors and needs;

· Estimate transit funding needs by more clearly identifying City transit priorities and corridor needs,
A principal element of the Plan is a proposed Urban Villages Transit Network (UVTN), also called “Seattle Connections.”  Urban villages, called out in the City’s Comprehensive Plan, are areas such as Lake City, Ballard, Columbia City, and Admiral, with a mix of commercial and/or residential activity.  The long-term goal is to connect the urban villages with transit services that provide 15-minute or better service frequency, 18 hours a day, 7 days a week, in both directions.  Strategies for implementing this goal will include signal prioritization and other measures to improve transit schedule reliability on Seattle Connections corridors, reinvestment of savings achieved through such efficiencies, and identification of new transit investment resources. 
Attachment 1 to this staff report, the Seattle Transit Plan Executive Summary, has more information on the Plan.  Today’s briefing will afford the Committee a chance to review the Plan.

SDOT has consulted with the King County Transit Division on the Plan, and Transit Division staff will be available to provide the Committee with background information on the Six Year Transit Development Plan, Transit Division capital investments on corridors, and financial constraints.
ATTACHMENT:
1.  Seattle Transit Plan – Final Draft Executive Summary

ATTENDING:
Jemae Hoffman, Seattle Department of Transportation
Jeff Bender, Seattle Department of Transportation



Rob Fellows, King County Transit Division

