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February 17, 2011
The 2011 legislative session is currently in week six and approaching the first cut off next week.  The House and Senate have each passed “early action budget items”, but missed the Governor’s deadline of February 4, 2011 for passage of a supplemental budget.  Just last night, a budget agreement between the House and Senate was released. 
State Budget 

Please see the state budget grid provided.
Education & Advocacy Efforts

Public Health – Seattle & King County (PHSKC) has been working closely with county lobbyists and partner organizations throughout the interim and this session to educate lawmakers and staff about the health impacts of proposed budget reductions.  Additionally, PHSKC has provided policy position papers and technical assistance to legislators and legislative staff regarding proposed budgetary and programmatic changes.  One recent opportunity combines all of the above elements: in late January, the House convened a Maternity Support Services Work Group, chaired by Rep. Cody.  Dr. Fleming was asked to participate in this group that is considering programmatic changes to ensure that, with the 35% reduction, as much service remains as possible for pregnant women, new moms and babies.
This month, the Board of Health’s Public Health Funding and Legislative Committee met for the first time and discussed how proposed budget reductions will impact King County’s most vulnerable residents—and how Board of Health members might continue to educate lawmakers on these very important issues.  At its next meeting, this committee intends to review potential funding options for public health.

Finally, PHSKC and Board of Health members have testified and talked with lawmakers about two legislative proposals regarding tobacco (see notes on this in the policy bills section below).
Policy Bills

HB 1015 / SB 5005 – Immunization Exemption Policy
The immunization exemption bill has strong bipartisan support in both the House (sponsored by

Rep. Bailey) and the Senate (sponsored by Sen. Keiser).  The bill requires that when a parent is

signing for a philosophical or personal exemption, a health care practitioner (MD, NP, PA or

ARNP) must also sign stating that they have provided the parent with information about the

benefits and risks of immunization. 
HB 1370 / SB 5234 – Secure Medicine Return
Secure medicine return legislation also has strong support in both the House (sponsored by

Rep. Van de Wege) and the Senate (sponsored by Sen. Kline).  This bill establishes a non-profit

medicine return association to design and oversee a product stewardship program to deal with

“end of life” of prescription and over- the counter medications.  It requires at least one medicine

return location in each county, and at least one in each city with populations greater than 10,000.
The bill does not require anyone to be a collector of unwanted or unused medicine, but provides

a list of who may serve in such a role—such as law enforcement, hospitals and community

health clinics, pharmacies and others. The bill is budget-neutral to the state as it requires

pharmaceutical companies to finance and provide the medicine take back program.
HB 1246 / SB 5380 – Regulating Tobacco Products
This legislation bans certain flavored tobacco products that are targeted at youth, requires tobacco

products to be sold behind the counter, and gives counties more local control to tackle youth tobacco

access in their jurisdictions.  Hearings on this bill have been held in both the House and Senate, and

Washington State Department of Health Secretary Mary Selecky and Dr. Fleming testified in favor of

this legislation.

HB 1683 / SB 5542 – Special Licensing Endorsements for Cigar Lounges/Tobacconist Shops
This legislation seeks to create an exemption to Washington’s voter-approved Clean Indoor Air Act for

cigar lounges and retail tobacconist shops.  It creates a licensing fee for the aforementioned entities

that wish to pay a licensing fee to allow indoor cigar smoking.  The state’s public health community is

unified in speaking out against any exemptions to Washington’s Clean Indoor Air Act.  Secretary Mary

Selecky and Gary Johnson, Prevention Division Manager for PHSKC, testified in opposition to this bill

in both the House and Senate.
