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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy, and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	20 
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0352
	Date:
	November 16, 2023



SUBJECT

An Ordinance approving the grant funding allocation for the projects funded through the WaterWorks grant program, for the 2023-2024 cycle, in accordance with the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 19546, Section 113, and Ordinance 18031, Section 1, as amended.

SUMMARY

Since the adoption of Ordinances 18031 and 18261 established a formal review process and new eligibility criteria for water quality grant awards under the county’s WaterWorks Grant program, the County Council has approved five rounds of grant awards recommended by the WaterWorks Grants Ranking Committee, supported by the WaterWorks Program of the Wastewater Treatment Division.[footnoteRef:1] Proposed Ordinance 2023-0352 represents Round 6 of the proposed WaterWorks water quality grant recommendations. This round provides for the allocation of $2.5 million to 18 water quality-related projects in the service area of the regional wastewater system. [1:  Ordinances 18324 approved the Round 1 grant recommendations; Ordinance 18460 approved Round 2 recommendations; Ordinance 18735 approved Round 3 recommendations; Ordinance 19043 approved Round 4 recommendations, Ordinance 19353 approved Round 5 recommendations. ] 


The Council also selects projects for funding. The Council selected projects will be included in an amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2023-0352 to be distributed prior to the committee meeting.

BACKGROUND 

WaterWorks Grant Program. The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) adopted in 1999 contained financial policy FP-8, which specifies the allowable use of up to 1.5 percent of the annual Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) operating budget for the purpose of “water quality improvement activities, programs and projects.”  

Appropriation and allocation of funds for water quality improvement activities, programs, and projects was suspended while a lawsuit regarding the alleged illegal use of wastewater system funds for the purposes specified in policy FP-8 (and other topics) was pending.  In 2013, the Supreme Court of Washington State upheld a lower court ruling that use of the wastewater system operating funds was allowable for the purposes described in policy FP-8.  The appeal process for the lawsuit was exhausted in early 2014. 

Subsequently, WTD staff began working with Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) to develop the WaterWorks grant program. In 2015, the County Council adopted Ordinance 18031 establishing the criteria for awarding funds for water quality improvement projects, activities, and programs. In 2016, Ordinance 18031 was amended by Ordinance 18261, to change the composition of the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee and to allow the Council to annually specify priorities in addition to the regular criteria for evaluating funding proposals. To be eligible for a grant, a project must:

· Create a benefit to or improvement of water quality within the County Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) service area and benefit its ratepayers; and   
· Demonstrate that water quality benefits are related to WTD’s regional water quality responsibilities. 

Non-profit groups, cities, counties, special purpose districts, and tribes, as well as entities such as private businesses that are partnered with an otherwise-eligible entity, are eligible to receive funding, following a competitive review process.

The review process is conducted by the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee, staffed by the Wastewater Treatment Division. The Committee includes one water quality technical specialist, three positions representing the MWPAAC, and nine positions representing Council districts, recommended to the Executive by Councilmembers.  Committee members are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by Council.  The Grant Ranking Committee reviews, ranks and recommends projects.  Recommendations are to be based upon the above-specified criteria, the ability of the project to demonstrate water quality benefits, and implementation strength.  

Following development of recommendations by the Waterworks Grant Ranking Committee, the County Executive confirms recommendations or adjusts the project list and transmits it to Council for consideration.  

Council Grant Process. The Council selects the projects for one-half of the available WaterWorks funding. The 2023-2024 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Section 113, includes Expenditure Restriction 1, which in effect sets aside $2,872,181 for water quality improvement projects selected by the Council.  (This amount is one-half of the 1.5 percent of WTD’s operating budget available for water quality improvement projects.) For this grant cycle, an additional $351,000[footnoteRef:2] from under expenditures from the prior years is available for Council allocation.  [2:  This includes $100,000 from the 2021-2022 allocation which was set aside as a reserve. ] 


Each County Council district selects water quality grant projects for funding. The WaterWorks program provides administrative support for management of those projects, including completing an eligibility screening of all projects.  Council historically has approved an amendment to the transmitted WaterWorks legislation that adds the Council district-proposed projects to the project list recommended by the Executive in the transmitted legislation.  


ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0352 would authorize the funding of the WaterWorks projects for the 2023-2024 cycle, totaling $2,462,473. The projects are listed in the proposed ordinance and listed in Table 1.

The appropriation authority for these projects exists within the operating budget of the Wastewater Treatment Division. 

Table 1
WaterWorks Grant Committee Project Recommendations

	Organization 
	Project Title 
	Amount 

	American Rivers
	Longfellow Creek Headwater Restoration at Roxhill Bog - Construction
	$195,543

	City of Kirkland
	Saving Juanita Creek, one backyard at a time
	$92,151

	Comunidad (fiscally sponsored by Latino Community Fund of Washington State)
	A Latino community-led initiative: creating rain gardens as a proud practice for Latino landscapers
	$199,156

	Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association
	Longfellow Creek Restoration and Education Program
	$111,980

	Environmental Science Center
	From Salmon Heroes to Schoolyard Heroes
	$120,000

	Friends of North Creek Forest
	Friends of North Creek Forest Environmental Education Program
	$22,425

	Lake Advocates
	Evaluate the Use of Satellite Data for Water Quality and Harmful Algal Bloom Surveillance
	$33,250

	Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group
	Salmon Friendly Bear and Soos Creek Watersheds 2024-2026
	$199,984

	Mother Africa
	Clean Water 4 All
	$200,000

	Nature Vision
	Youth Watershed Education, Stewardship, and Community Science
	$61,392

	Northwest Maritime Center
	The Duwamish River: Past, Present & Future
	$160,828

	Restaurant 2 Garden/Seattle Parks Foundation
	South King St. Environmental Hub Stormwater Collection & Depave Project
	$184,000

	Stewardship Partners
	Equitable Incentives
	$190,000

	Tilth Alliance dba Seattle Tilth
	Community Resources for Water Quality Initiative
	$177,767

	Toxic-Free Future
	Working with King County Communities in Action to Reduce Toxic Chemical Pollution
	$80,000

	University of Washington Bothell
	Floating Treatment Wetland/Biomedia Module Design, Field Installation and Monitoring Project
	$117,006

	Washington Water Trust
	Sammamish Recycled Water Irrigation on Farm Demonstration
	$195,412

	Whale Scout
	Student and Community-Led Sammamish River Restoration at the Former Wayne Golf Course
	$121,579

	Total 
	
	$2,462,473



AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 would add the Council selected WaterWorks projects listed in Table 1 to the list of projects authorized for funding by Proposed Ordinance 2023-0352. The total for Council selected projects is $3,016,949. 

Table 2 
Council Proposed WaterWorks Projects 

	Organization 
	Project Title 
	Amount 

	Beavers Northwest
	Beaver Focused Education, Outreach, and Vegetation Enhancement
	$15,000 

	Cascadia College 
	Cascadia Stormwater and Wetland Community Engagement 
	$35,000 

	City of Bellevue
	Bellevue Utilities Environmental Monitoring Program Central Data Management System
	$80,000 

	City of Issaquah
	Issaquah Creek Watershed Bacteria Study, Continuation 2023
	$45,000 

	City of Kent 
	Kent Lakes Water Quality Monitoring
	$60,000 

	City of Kirkland 
	Kirkland North End Streets for Retrofit
	$102,666 

	City of Kirkland 
	Cochran Springs Creek Headwaters Restoration Project
	$23,000 

	City of Maple Valley
	Lake Wilderness Country Club Drive Stormwater Treatment and Creek Restoration
	$150,000 

	City of Newcastle 
	Stormwater Conveyance Rehabilitation Program
	$120,000 

	City of Shoreline 
	Sunset Park Pavement to Green Space Conversion - Design Phase
	$35,000 

	City of Woodinville  
	Lake Leota Water Quality Monitoring and Watershed Stewardship Program
	$33,000 

	Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association
	Delridge Wetland Park Restoration
	$31,909 

	Duwamish Valley Sustainability Association 
	Cuidadores de Agua
	$135,378 

	EarthCorps
	Thornton Creek Landscape Restoration
	$50,000 

	Environmental Coalition of South Seattle 
	Immigrant Youth Water Stewards: Household Hazards
	$166,202 

	Environmental Science Center
	Environmental Heroes: Water Quality Programming along the Cedar River
	$90,000 

	Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
	A Grass Roots Model for Increasing Homeowner Stewardship of Watersheds Yard by Yard
	$55,000 

	King County Housing Authority
	Sandpiper East, Bridge Replacement
	$100,000 

	Kubota Garden Foundation
	Kubota Garden Stormwater Pilot Project 
	$180,000 

	Lake Forest Park Stewardship Foundation 
	Water Quality Assessment of McAleer and Lyon Creek Tributaries and Subbasins in Lake Forest Park
	$22,162 

	Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group
	Lake City Floodplain Park Conceptual and Preliminary Design and Community Engagement
	$30,000 

	Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group 
	Student Action in Streamside Restoration
	$149,500 

	Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 
	Greenway Education Program
	$20,000 

	Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 
	Ballinger Open Space Phase 3
	$25,000 

	People for an Environmentally Responsible Kenmore
	CLEAR: Creek to Lake-Education, Assessment and Restoration
	$10,000 

	Puget Soundkeeper
	Lost Urban Creeks Project 4
	$97,216 

	Salmon Safe 
	Salmon-Safe Communities: Building Watershed Friendly Affordable Housing
	$167,800 

	Save Habitat and Diversity
	Habitat Restoration and Interpretation at Shadow Lake Nature Preserve
	$20,000 

	Seattle 2030 District
	Green Stormwater Infrastructure for Affordable Housing
	$125,500 

	Seattle Public Schools
	Thornton Creek At Nathan Hale High School Erosion Control Measures Post Noxious Weed Removal
	$30,000 

	Serve Ethiopians 
	Beer Shiva Park Restoration 
	$87,000 

	Sno-King Watershed Council
	Engaging the community in water quality stewardship through water monitoring and habitat restoration
	$22,000 

	Snoqualmie Valley Watershed
	10 Million Gallons
	$76,500 

	Sustainable Seattle 
	Planning the Future of Our Water
	$33,857 

	Thornton Creek Alliance
	Community-based monitoring of Thornton Creek and its Tributaries
	$15,000 

	Trout Unlimited 
	Laughing Jacobs Creek  Reach 3 Permitting and Design (Part 1)
	$108,803 

	United Indians of all Tribes
	Labeteyah Native Water Stewards
	$72,000 

	University of Washington Bothell
	Source tracking of  E. coli found in S. Snohomish and King County streams and their elimination
	$35,000 

	Vashon Nature Center 
	Community Waters 3.0 Stormwater education, engagement, and stream monitoring
	$70,000 

	Weed Warriors 
	Restoration of Wetland #1 of the Myers Way Parcels
	$10,000 

	Woodland Park Zoo
	Improving Water Management at Zoo
	$200,000 

	YWCA of Greater Seattle
	Youth in Action Stewardship, Education and Leadership 2023-2025 
	$32,456 

	Zero Waste Washington 
	Foundational social marketing research
	$50,000 

	Total 
	
	$3,016,949




INVITED

· [bookmark: _Hlk150493517]Elizabeth Loudon, WaterWorks Grant Manager, King County Wastewater Treatment Division
· Sharman Herrin, Government Relations Manager, King County Wastewater Treatment Division 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0352
2. Amendment 1
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
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