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August 12, 2004

TO:


FR:
Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division, 
       Department of Transportation

RE:  Public Review Draft Proposed 2004 King County Transportation Needs Report

Enclosed is the Public Review Draft of the Proposed 2004 King County Transportation Needs Report (TNR).  Previous versions of the TNR, including the current version adopted in 2001, did not incorporate a public review process in advance of an Executive proposed version being transmitted to the Council.  This year, the Road Services Division is issuing an advance Public Review Draft because the Draft Proposed 2004 TNR significantly differs from the currently adopted version in a number of ways.  The changes to the TNR are intended to make it a more useful and easily understood planning document for its many audiences.  Before preparing a final recommendation to the Executive, I am issuing the Public Review Draft to provide the public, stakeholders, and other jurisdictions an opportunity to review and comment back to us on the information contained in the report as well as the report format.     

The King County Transportation Needs Report (TNR) is a component of the King County Comprehensive Plan.  It fulfills Growth Management Act and King County Comprehensive Plan requirements for identifying and planning for major capital investment needs projected over a twenty-year period, and for analyzing the County’s ability to meet those needs within projected revenues over the same time period.  The twenty-year TNR reflects the overarching policies contained within the County’s Comprehensive Plan, and also guides the development of the annual Roads Six-Year CIP by which specific projects and project budgets are authorized.  This Public Review Draft of the Proposed 2004 TNR also reflects the policies contained in the Executive Proposed 2004 King County Comprehensive Plan Update currently being considered by the Council.

A key element of the Draft Proposed 2004 TNR is a new corridor-based approach to examining the need for major capital investments in the County’s roads system.  The identified needs are aggregated to key road corridors to encourage and allow for the time and budget efficiencies that often can be realized in taking a more comprehensive approach to project scheduling, design and construction on a road corridor basis.  By looking at several identified needs located in close proximity along a road corridor, such as drainage, pedestrian, traffic control as well as widening and or intersection improvements, we can more effectively and efficiently address the transportation needs by integrating all of the considerations into a single road segment funding, design, and construction strategy. 

In addition to the significant shift to a corridor based approach, the Draft Proposed 2004 TNR incorporates a strong emphasis on infrastructure preservation needs; takes a more comprehensive view of pedestrian and traffic safety needs, and more clearly reflects King County Comprehensive Plan policies, including those related to the environment, agriculture and land use.  The Draft Proposed 2004 TNR includes a system-wide forecast analysis for travel in the year 2022 – based on that analysis we have proposed to drop several road widening projects that were envisioned in earlier adopted versions of the TNR because the travel forecast now indicates they are no longer needed within the next twenty years.

This Public Review Draft is available in all King County libraries and has been transmitted to the Unincorporated Area Councils, stakeholder groups, the cities, Pierce and Snohomish Counties, and the Washington State Department of Transportation for their review and comment. An electronic version of the document is available at http://www.metrokc.gov/kcdot/roads/planning/tnr/2004.  Public comments are due to the Road Services Division by August 25, 2004.  I anticipate the Executive Proposed 2004 Transportation Needs Report will be transmitted to the Council in late September for review and adoption.

Please address your responses or questions to: 

David Gualtieri, Transportation Planner

201 South Jackson Street  M.S. KSC-TR-0317.

Seattle, WA  98104

Phone (206) 263-4704

Fax     (206) 296-0566

Email: david.gualtieri@metrokc.gov  
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