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  2019 KEY MESSAGES

On the night of the 2019 PIT Count, 11,199 people were experiencing homelessness in King County, marking first decrease in seven years 
· Compared to 2018, the number of individuals identified experiencing homelessness, both sheltered and unsheltered, in Seattle/King County decreased by 8% 
· This is the first decrease in the annual point in time count since 2012. 
· Forty-seven percent (5,228 persons) of the population was unsheltered, living on the street, in parks, encampments, vehicles, or other places not meant for human habitation
· An overall decrease of 17% compared to 2018 data 
· Veteran homelessness declined by 10% (830 veterans counted in 2019)
· Family homelessness declined by 7% (2,451 persons in families counted in 2019)
· Youth and young adult homelessness decreased by 28% (1,089 unaccompanied youth and young adults counted in 2019)
· Homelessness among minors decreased by 52% (82 youth under 18 counted in 2019)
· Decrease in chronic homelessness by 38% (2,213 persons counted in 2019)

Investments in prevention, shelter and housing-focused services have contributed to a decrease in unsheltered homelessness
· Both the 2019 Count Us In results and data from our homeless response system show that more and more people experiencing homelessness in our community are connected with services
· Among the sheltered population, the number of persons residing in emergency shelter increased by 13% between 2018 and 2019 
· Seattle and King County added just over 530 new emergency shelter beds across the system 
· The increase in the emergency shelter population was also due in part to the conversion of 5 City of Seattle Tiny House Villages (180 beds) to emergency shelter status, from their previous unsheltered designation
· A central diversion fund was created in partnership with Building Changes, Pearl Jam’s Home Shows, Shultz Family Foundation and United Way of King County to scale the successful diversion approach, connecting people quickly to stable housing outside of the homeless system through creative problem-solving and flexible financial assistance.
· King County’s Best Starts for Kids prevention program served 7,134 people from 2017-2018 and 94% of households who exited the program remained housed
· Expanded outreach efforts have connected more people experiencing homelessness with available shelter and services across King County 
· The City of Seattle’s Navigation Team made more than 1,500 total referrals to emergency shelters in 2018
The unsheltered population is changing, with more people residing in tents and less in vehicles
· Compared to 2018, the number of individuals residing in vehicles decreased by 36%
· Compared to 2018, the number of individuals residing in tents or unsanctioned encampments increased by 32%

Homelessness disproportionately impacts people of color, people identifying as LGBTQ+, and people with a disability
· In 2019, the majority of individuals experiencing homelessness in Seattle/King County identified as people of color 
· When compared to the racial demographics of the county’s general population, the largest disparities were observed among those identifying as Black or African American (32% compared to 6% in the general population), American Indian/Alaskan Native (10% compared to 1%), and Hispanic or Latino (15% compared to 10%)
· Individuals in families identified as people of color at higher rates than individuals who were not in families
· Individuals identifying with multiple races, and American Indian or Alaska Native reported the highest rates of being unsheltered.
· A 2015 Gallup U.S. Daily survey found that 4.8% of the general population living in the Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue region identified as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender, while 21% of Count Us in survey respondents identified as gay, lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, questioning, queer, or other. 
· Over one-third (34%) of unaccompanied youth and young adults under 25 years old identified as LGBTQ+, compared to 20% of all other survey respondents
· Individuals identifying as transgender or with a gender other than male or female reported the highest rates of being unsheltered
· Over a third (37%) of survey respondents indicated that they were living with at least one health condition that was disabling, i.e. preventing them from holding employment, living in stable housing, or taking care of themselves. In 2018, it is estimated that only 6.4% of people under the age of 65 in the general population of King County are people living with a disability.

Homelessness impacts every region in King County
· Sixty-eight percent (68%) of the county’s unsheltered population identified during the street count were residing in Seattle, a slight decrease from 2018 (71%). Unsheltered homelessness in the City of Seattle decreased 21% between 2018 and 2019.
· Twenty-one percent (21%) of unsheltered individuals were residing in the Southwest region, a slight increase from 2018 (15%)
· The balance of unsheltered individuals experiencing homelessness were residing in East County (6%), North County (2%), Northeast County (2%), and Southeast County (1%)

Our homeless response system is serving more people than ever before, yet a gap persists between the demand for services and our system’s current capacity to meet that need
· While Count Us In provides insights on the trends over time of the experience of homelessness on one given night, the revised system dashboards offer a better understanding of the demand for services from people experiencing homelessness and our systems ability to meet that need.
· System-level data dashboards allow us to quantify our system’s capacity to serve households currently experiencing homelessness in King County 
· The number of successful permanent housing exits has increased each year 
· 2016: 4,865
· 2017: 6,310
· 2018: 6,817
Total: 17,992 permanent housing exits between 2016-2018
· Although resources have been added and measures have been taken to increase system efficiency, the rate at which people are becoming homeless outpaces our ability to house them within existing resources 
· In 2018, the inflow of households seeking and receiving services increased from 2017


Scaling solutions that have contributed to reductions in homelessness, All Home, the City of Seattle, and King County and are making progress towards a regional action plan and consolidated authority to address homelessness
· In May 2018, King County Executive Constantine and Seattle Mayor Durkan committed to setting a path to increase coordination of homeless services and investments across the King County region
· An analysis of the current homeless system and extensive customer engagement were done to develop an interdependent list of 10 Actions to unify and redesign the regional response to homelessness that King County Executive Constantine and Seattle Mayor Durkan accepted in December as the road map to transforming the region’s homeless services 
· The work in motion now, led by All Home, the City of Seattle and King County with support from National Innovation Service and CSH, is focused on building a system and a strategic plan that is accountable to customers and is based on a shared, community-wide theory of change.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A Regional Action Plan will be developed in the coming months in close collaboration with community members and stakeholders. The plan will guide and align our work moving forward through specific, measurable goals and associated costs.
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