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SUBJECT:

AN ORDINANCE related to elections, approving the random sampling statistical procedure for verification of signatures on initiative and referendum petitions, changing the threshold for the determination of valid signatures and clarifying the treatment of multiple signatures on initiative and referendum petitions.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0439 would: 
· Approve the random sampling statistical procedure for verification of signatures on initiative and referendum petitions; 

· Change the threshold for the determination of valid signatures; and 

· Clarify the treatment of multiple signatures on initiative and referendum petitions.

Random Sampling

The current Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division practice for verifying signatures on county initiative and referendum petitions is to verify 105 percent of required signatures for each initiative and referendum.  The Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division is authorized by county code to verify signatures based on a random sample of signatures (K.C.C. 1.16.100).  However, per county code, the Council is required to approve the statistical sampling technique to be used for verification of signatures on county initiative and referendum petitions. 
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0439 would approve the sampling statistical procedure that must be used for verification of signatures on county initiative and referendum petitions, if the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division decides to verify signatures based on a random sample.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0439 allows for signatures to be verified either for all signatures or for a sample of signatures.  If signatures are certified based on a sample, then the statistical procedure to be used would be identical to the state’s statistical sampling procedure it uses for verification of signatures on statewide initiative and referendum petitions (WAC 434-379-010).  The state’s random sampling statistical procedure uses a minimum random sample of three percent of the signatures submitted.  

Threshold for Determination of Valid Signatures
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0439 would also change the threshold for the determination of valid signatures from 110 percent of the requisite number of signatures to equal the requisite number of signatures.  
Treatment of Multiple Signatures

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0439 would clarify that if the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division finds the same name signed to more than one petition, it shall count only the first valid signature and shall reject all subsequent instances of the signature of the same person on the petition.  Current county code states that all names for for a duplicate signatures shall be rejected.  
Proposed Amendments:
A proposed amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0439 is attached to this staff report that would remove the declaration of emergency.  There is no longer an emergency since signatures have been verified for all submitted initiatives.  A title amendment is also attached.
Invited:

Sherill Huff, Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division Manager
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