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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE authorizing an interlocal agreement between King County Emergency Medical Services and the Port of Seattle
SUMMARY
EMS has historically provided Advanced Life Support (ALS) services to the Port of Seattle through agreements or contracts.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0120 would update a previous service agreement for ALS services, for which costs have been assumed in the adopted 2012 budget.  
BACKGROUND
King County’s Medic One/EMS system is an internationally recognized regional response system that provides life-saving services to the residents of Seattle and King County.  The system provides a tiered response to 911 medical emergency calls and the tiers of response are as follows:

1. Basic Life Support (BLS) – These services are provided by Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT)/Firefighters with 120 hours of EMT training.  BLS services are provided by 30 fire departments/districts across King County.

2. Advanced Life Support (ALS) – Also known as Medic One, these services are for the most serious injuries and illnesses and are provided by paramedics with 3000 hours of highly specialized university training.  Six specialized providers, employing 25 medic units, cover sub-regions of the county.  These regional providers are:  Seattle Medic One, Shoreline Medic One, Redmond King County Medic One, Bellevue Medic One, Vashon-Maury Medic One and King County Medic One (south county area).

3. Regional Services – These core services include program supervision, BLS EMT staff training, 911 dispatch training, stress management education, medical data collection and analysis, financial oversight, contract administration, and division management.

The EMS system incorporates high service standards for response times and quality training of dispatchers, paramedics and other responders.  EMS regularly integrates strategic initiatives that are aimed at preventing/reducing emergency calls and improving the quality of the services.  

ANALYSIS
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0120 would authorize the Executive to execute an interlocal agreement between the Port of Seattle and King County for advanced life support emergency medical services.  This agreement will allow the Port of Seattle and King County to continue providing emergency ALS paramedic services for travelers at the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.  
Since 1991, the Port of Seattle and King County have worked cooperatively to provide emergency services at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.  This agreement updates and supersedes the previously executed 1991 agreement regarding ALS services provided to the Port of Seattle by King County.  
Under this agreement, the county is responsible for ALS services, including support for multi and mass casualty incidents in the area served by the Port’s fire department.  The Port is responsible for BLS services and for providing first response to out-of-hospital medical emergencies.
The current agreement expired on February 28, 2012.  The effective date of the proposed agreement is March 1, 2012.  If approved, the agreement will be in effect through December 31, 2019 and provides for two options to extend for six year terms – allowing for a total duration of twenty years of service provision.  Due to legislative process timelines, there is a gap in agreement coverage.  It is the intent of the parties that services will continue as outlined in the agreement until the ordinance is passed by the Council and enacted.
Either party may terminate the agreement with ninety days’ written notice to the other party without cause.

Legal Authority

Consistent with RCW 39.34, the two parties have the legal authority to provide ALS services to the airport.  The proposed agreement cites the powers and legal authorities under which the agreement may occur.  Of note, the Port is authorized to provide fire protection and emergency medical services
.  Further, the Port may contact for those services to provide fire protection to the airport
.  EMS is incidental to the provision of fire services.  
The county may establish an EMS system
 and ambulance services system
.  Services to the airport are provided through the EMS response system. 
Funding

Under the new agreement, King County will be paid $34,330 for 10 months of 2012, and $41,200 for a full year in 2013.  The annual amount paid will increase with agreed upon inflation each year thereafter and is subject to adjustment as agreed upon by both parties.  The fiscal note assumes approximately two percent growth for costs in out years.  
No supplemental appropriation is required to support the agreement because the adopted 2012 budget assumed the continuation of service provision, with both revenues and expenditures for these services assumed in the budget.
Continuation of this service agreement appears to be a reasonable business and policy decision for both the County and the Port.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0120, including Attachment A
2. Transmittal letter
3. Fiscal Note
� RCW 53.56


� RCW 14.08.120(2)


� RCW 36.01.095


� RCW 36.01.100
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