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July 16, 2019

The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will establish the King County equity, civil rights and social justice commission. The commission will provide ongoing analysis of the county's policies, practices and procedures to assist county decision-makers in fulfilling the county's commitment to address the root causes of inequities and distribute resources equitably.

The commission will recommend to the executive and council policies and legislation including, but not limited to, either additional civil rights protections, special initiatives, or both, that strengthen the county’s antidiscrimination ordinances. The commission will also advise the executive, the council and the public on the progress of equity and social justice plans and policies, such as those in county equity and social justice strategic plans and the commission's own plans. 

Currently, there is no commission or board that focuses explicitly on advising the Executive and Council to advance and be accountable for equity and social justice deliverables for the county.

The current civil rights commission as a separate entity shall be dissolved after the passing of this legislation and confirmation of the new commissioners.

The commissions goals are explicitly tied to the goals of the County Strategic Plan and the 2016-2022 Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan, and will provide oversight and accountability in ensuring plan goals are met. 

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County live up to the principle of "fair and just" in all the county does in order to achieve equitable opportunities for people and communities.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Matias Valenzuela, Director of the Office of Equity and Social Justice, at 206-263-8697.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council
	Matias Valenzuela, Director of the Office of Equity and Social Justice
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