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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2018-0375.4 passed out of the Regional Policy Committee on April 17, 2019 with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The ordinance was amended in committee with Amendment 2 to require Solid Waste Division to transmit annually to the council a report that it submits annually to the Washington Department of Ecology under WAC.  The committee also passed title amendment T1 to conform the title to reflect passage of the amendment.  



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0375.3 would approve and adopt the 2019 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan, as amended by the Regional Policy Committee and King County Council, as a revision of the 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan.  

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0375.3 would approve and adopt the 2019 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan (CSWMP), thereby revising the 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan. The 2019 CSWMP sets the strategies for managing solid waste in King County for the next six-year planning period, with consideration of the next 20 years and includes policies and recommended actions related to: broad solid waste system priorities, solid waste forecasting and data, waste prevention and recycling, solid waste transfer and processing, solid waste disposal, and system finance. A full list of the policies, goals, and recommended actions in the transmitted Plan is provided in Attachment 6 to the staff report.

The King County Council amended the ordinance and the plan on April 1, 2019 to add new policies and/or language in the plan related to:

· Establishing and maintaining a 1,000 foot buffer; 
· Implementing a bird management plan;
· Identifying best practices for temporary covers and top lifts; 
· Setting forth a process for determining the next long-term disposal method;
· Exploring the ability of the Solid Waste Division providing funding to mitigate road impacts attributable to Cedar Hills. 

BACKGROUND 

The Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan (referred to in this staff report as the CSWMP or transmitted Plan) is a policy guidance document that sets the strategies for managing solid waste in King County for the next six-year planning period, with consideration of the next 20 years. Both King County Code[footnoteRef:1] and state law[footnoteRef:2] require the County to develop and periodically update a CSWMP in cooperation with the cities that have signed interlocal agreements for solid waste services. [1:  K.C.C. 10.24.020]  [2:  R.C.W. 70.95] 


The CSWMP is required to address a number of issues, including but not limited to:

· Goals for solid waste management in King County;
· A detailed inventory and description of all existing solid waste handling facilities and any deficiencies in meeting current solid waste handling needs;
· The estimated long-range needs for solid waste handling facilities projected 20 years into the future;
· A surveillance and control program designed to provide ongoing efforts to permit solid waste facilities and eliminate illegal accumulation or dumping;
· A six-year construction and capital plan for solid waste facilities that meets the appropriate standards and laws related to zoning, waste handling, landfill operation, air and water pollution, and protection of public health;
· A plan for financing both capital costs and operational expenditures of the existing and proposed solid waste management system.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  K.C.C.10.24.030, R.C.W. 70.95.090] 


ANALYSIS[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The January 3, 2019 staff report is attached (Attachment 3) to this staff report in case members wish to review the full staff analysis of the plan as transmitted.] 


Proposed Ordinance (PO) 2018-0375.3 would adopt and approve the 2019 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan as a revision of the 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan.  

The proposed ordinance and plan were amended by the Regional Policy Committee on February 27, 2019 to make clarifications and corrections, de-codify financial policies (consistent with other policies and recommended actions in the plan), and add references to the 2000 Settlement Agreement between King County and a class of plaintiffs.

On April 1, 2019, the King County Council passed a series of amendments, which made the following changes:

1. 1,000-foot Buffer:  Add a new policy D-5 to Chapter 6 (Landfill Management and Solid Waste Disposal) specifying that garbage and soils shall not be disposed of or stockpiled within 1,000 feet of the property line at the landfill, in accordance with the Settlement Agreement.  The policy also requires the Solid Waste Division to reserve sufficient funds to acquire any parcels from willing sellers as necessary to establish or maintain the buffer.  The division would also be required to report to the Council annually on these efforts.

2. Bird Management:  Add a recommended action 5-d related to implementing a bird management plan, and adding language in Chapter 6 specifying that the plan include an inventory of birds larger than seagulls, design suggestions to minimize attractiveness of the site to birds, a description of proposed bird control methods and staff resources necessary, performance metrics, and a monitoring plan.

3. Best Practices for Top Lifts and Temporary Cover:  In Chapter 6, add language requiring the division to work with subject matter experts to determine best practices for top lifts and temporary covers and provide a report on the best practices no later than April 1, 2020.

4. Settlement Agreement Height References:  Add language in the plan in Chapter 6 stating that the Settlement Agreement requires the County to make a good faith effort to keep the maximum height of areas 5, 6 and 7 at or below 788 feet above sea level. 

5. Next Long-Term Disposal Method:  In Chapter 6, require the Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget to work with Solid Waste and regional partners to develop a plan for long-term disposal with a progress report that outlines how the plan will be developed, including timing for development and transmittal of the plan, to the Council by December 31, 2021.

6. Study Road Mitigation Funding:  In Chapter 7 (Solid Waste System Finance), require the Road Services Division of the Department of Local Services to study the ability to charge the Solid Waste Division to mitigate impacts attributable to the landfill.

NEXT STEPS

If the Regional Policy Committee votes today to move Proposed Ordinance 2018-0375.3 (or with further amendments) to full Council, it could be taken up at the next Council meeting on April 24th.
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