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October 15, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E


Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am transmitting to you a proposed ordinance for the purpose of updating the King County Code to accurately reflect King County’s compliance with RCW 36.80 regarding the professional engineering duties and responsibilities of the county road engineer.  

While the Office of County Road Engineer pre-dates the charter, it has never been formally established by King County Code.  This proposed ordinance is a housekeeping measure that formalizes in King County Code the Office of the County Road Engineer within the Department of Transportation’s Road Services Division, the county’s assignment of professional engineering duties and responsibilities per RCW 36.80, and insures these duties and responsibilities are being carried out by qualified, certified professional engineers.  The ordinance formalizes in the King County Code the way in which the County has been carrying out these duties since the merger of the Metro and former King County governments and the major reorganization of the government that dismantled the former Department of Public Works and created the new Department of Transportation.

As a home rule charter county, per Article 11, subsection 4 of the Washington State constitution, King County through action of the Council may assign, from time to time, some of the professional engineering duties and responsibilities of the county road engineer to other qualified, certified professional engineer employees to meet the business needs of the county and to insure the best interests of the public.  It is also necessary in order for the County to maintain its certification of good practices and ongoing eligibility to receive gas tax distributions from the State.  Therefore, it is appropriate at this time the office of county road engineer be formally established in King County Code.

I recommend adoption of this proposed ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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King County Councilmembers



ATTN:   Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division (RSD), DOT


Paulette Norman, P.E., County Road Engineer, RSD, DOT

