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SUBJECT

ILA authorizing disposal of solid waste from Snoqualmie Pass Rural Town by the Kittitas County solid waste system.
SUMMARY
Solid waste that is generated in Snoqualmie Pass Rural Town, and deposited in a drop box, is currently collected for disposal through the Kittitas County solid waste system.  State law requires an interlocal agreement for cross-boundary collection and disposal.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0177 provides for an interlocal agreement that authorizes disposal of the solid waste collected from the Snoqualmie Pass drop box through the Kittitas County solid waste system.  
BACKGROUND
The community of Snoqualmie Pass is designated as a Rural Town by the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  It is an unincorporated community in the rural area of King County at the far eastern margins of the County near the crest of the Cascade Mountains.  It lies adjacent to the border between King and Kittitas County.  Thirty-four residences in the community use a solid waste drop box placed for collection of trash from the community.  
The closest King County transfer station would be the Factoria Transfer Station, about 46 miles from Snoqualmie Pass.  However, the closest transfer station is located in Cle Elum in Kittitas County, approximately 29 miles to the east.  Through a long-standing albeit, informal arrangement with between King County and Kittitas County, the waste from the drop box has historically been collected for delivery to the Cle Elum Transfer Station by Waste Management of Ellensburg.  That arrangement has proved convenient for both Counties.  It avoids unnecessary driving miles for diesel transfer trucks delivering waste to King County’s transfer system.  Fees associated with disposal of the waste are collected by Kittitas County.
RCW 36.58.040 requires that where solid waste is collected by a private hauler under a Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission Certificate for collection in more than one county, there must be an interlocal agreement that designates the disposal site.

Proposed Ordinance 2012-0177 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with Kittitas County to designate that County’s solid waste system for the collection of waste from the Snoqualmie Pass solid waste drop box.  The agreement includes the following primary provisions:

· King County agrees to designate Kittitas County’s solid waste department for disposal of solid wastes generated and collected in Snoqualmie Pass Rural Town;
· Monies collected resulting from the disposal of solid waste generated in the Snoqualmie Pass Rural Town will be adequate compensation to Kittitas County for providing this service;
· The agreement becomes effective when both parties have executed the agreement, and when it is posted on Kittitas County’s web site and filed with King County’s Records and Licensing Services Division;
· The agreement remains in effect indefinitely unless it is terminated by operation of law or by written notice from either party;  

· Either party may terminate the agreement upon 30 days written notice either personally delivered or mailed by certified or registered mail;
· Provisions for administration, administrative agency, conflict of interest, indemnification and hold harmless, dispute resolution, notice, amendment, assignment, entire agreement, benefit of Counsel, and severability are also included.
ANALYSIS
This measure provides for a formal interlocal agreement to address an arrangement that has been functioning for a number of years, for the convenience of King County and Kittitas County, regarding the disposal of solid waste for a community near the border of the two counties.  The arrangement is consistent with the County’s values of environmental stewardship and minimizing greenhouse gas generation.  It provides for the disposal of solid waste generated by the Snoqualmie Pass Rural Town, while minimizing miles driven by collection trucks.  
The proposed ordinance responds to a provision in state law requiring an interlocal agreement between the parties to address such circumstances.  Additionally, given the County’s interest in assuring that waste generated in the County is disposed of as designated by the County, it is appropriate to formally account for this waste through this ILA.  Like King County, Kittitas County is required to manage its waste collection and disposal system under a comprehensive plan prepared consistent with state law; that requirement provides a level of confidence that the waste is being transferred and disposed of properly.  
REASONABLENESS

Approval of this measure appears to be a reasonable business decision.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0177, with attachments.
a. Attachment A, “Agreement for Solid Waste Management between King County and Kittitas County”

2. Fiscal Note

3. Transmittal Letter dated April 12, 2012
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