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Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee


STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	John Resha

	Proposed No.:
	2011-B0096
	Date:
	May 31, 2011

	Invited:
	Jim Jacobson, Transit Division Deputy General Manager
Christina O'Claire, Project Manager Trolley Bus System Evaluation


SUBJECT

Transit Division study on Electric Trolleybus replacement options.

BACKGROUND

The King County trolleybus fleet is reaching the end of its useful life and is scheduled for retirement in 2014.  Questions regarding replacing the vehicles and overall technology have been raised in the community, in the Transit Division, and with the Council.  These questions received heightened attention following the 2009 Transit Performance Audit that cited savings potential for use of diesel-hybrid technologies, but recommended that transit should consider "all relevant factors" in its decision process.
In August 2010, the Executive transmitted 2010-RPT1072 in response to Proviso P4 in Ordinance 16717, Section 131.  This report contained the scope, schedule and work program for a trolleybus system evaluation study.  The Council's Environment and Transportation Committee heard a briefing on this report in September 2010, and the Executive began the study and outreach.

Today’s briefing will provide Committee members with a report on the results of the trolleybus system evaluation study.  It is anticipated that the final study may be posted on the County website as of May 27, 2011.  When posted, the report will be available through the trolleybus study website:    

http://metro.kingcounty.gov/up/projects/trolleyevaluation.html


The briefing will focus on the evaluation results of a comparison of Diesel Hybrid buses versus Electric Trolley Buses.  The two key areas of analysis and comparison include:

Life-Cycle Costs including the Vehicle Capital, Energy, Vehicle Maintenance, Trolley Wire Maintenance, Infrastructure and Fixed Guideway Funding; and
Environmental including Traffic, Noise, Air Quality, Climate Change, Energy, Environmental Justice, Historic Buildings, Visual Quality and Neighborhood Character.

It is expected that the executive summary of this report will be handed out at the Committee meeting.
ATTACHMENT
1. Trolley Bus Replacement Evaluation, Transit Division powerpoint
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