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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:  

An Ordinance which would increase the service fee for adoption studies and marriage reconciliation services charged by the Family Court Services Division of King County Superior Court. 
SUMMARY:


The proposed fee increase would raise the rate for evaluations and mediation services performed by Family Court Services staff. The current rate is $100 per hour, with the proposed increase raising the fee to $150 per hour. The fee increase is projected to yield an additional estimated $100,000 to the general fund in 2009. This existing fee is authorized by RCW 26.12.220 and would also require amending K.C.C. 4.72.020.
BACKGROUND:  

The Family Court Services fee increase was last increased in 2005 from $80 per hour to the current rate of $100 hour. The rate increase has been and continues to be based on fees being charged in the private sector.  Fee reductions and waivers are granted based on ability to pay.  

In 2007, Family Court Services conducted 324 evaluations and performed 220 mediations. It takes an average of 20 hours to conduct each evaluation; mediations take an average of five hours each.  The Court reports that these figures have remained relatively constant and should be similar for 2008 and 2009.  

ANALYSIS:

The 2008 projected revenue for this fee is $480,000.  At the 2009 proposed higher rate of $150/hour, the total revenue for this is estimated to be about $580,000, a $100,000 increase. The adoption of this fee increase covers expenses that would otherwise be funded through other general fund revenues.

REASONABLENESS:

Establishment of these new fees would constitute a reasonable business decision.

INVITED:

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, King County Superior Court
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0629
2. Striking Amendment S1 to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0629

3. Title Amendment T1 to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0629

