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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole
REVISED STAFF REPORT

Proposed Motion 2015-0535 was orally amended in committee by inserting the name of Reuven Carlyle as the name of the appointee, and the amended motion was reported out of committee with a Do Pass recommendation.
SUBJECT
Appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of state senator for the 36th Legislative District.
SUMMARY
Proposed Motion 2015-0535 (Att. 1) would make an appointment to fill the vacancy in the position of state senator for the 36th Legislative District.
BACKGROUND
The 36th Legislative District includes all or parts of the communities of Ballard, Belltown, Greenwood, Interbay, Magnolia, Phinney Ridge, and Queen Anne, among others. The boundaries of the district are shown in the attached map (Att. 2).
The former state senator for the 36th District, Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles, resigned following her election to the Metropolitan King County Council, representing Council District 4. This has created a vacancy in the position of state senator for the 36th District.
As King County’s legislative authority, the Council is responsible for making an appointment to fill the vacancy. Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 3).
The appointee must be from “the same political party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nominated by the county central committee of that party.” Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 3).
The Council must make the appointment “within sixty days after the vacancy occurs.” Washington Constitution, art. II, § 15 (Att. 3).
The person appointed by the Council will serve until certification of the election of a successor in November of 2016. RCW 29A.24.171 (Att. 4) 
THE NOMINEES
In accordance with the state constitution, the King County Democratic Central Committee (KCDCC) has nominated the following candidates to fill the current vacancy:
Reuven Carlyle
Liz Campbell
David Kaplan.
The nominees are listed in order of KCDCC’s preference. As described in a December 7, 2015, email from Rich Erwin, KCDCC chair, to the Council (Att. 5):
The candidates are presented in rank order as they were voted for and nominated by those members of the KCDCC residing and serving in the 36th Legislative District, and subsequently unanimously ratified by the King County Democratic Central Committee. You should consider the ranking as the preferred order in which the Democratic Party wishes you to consider these candidates.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Background information on Mr. Carlyle, consisting of his resume and the questionnaire that he completed for the nomination process, is included in these materials as Attachment 6. Ms. Campbell’s resume is included as Attachment 7. Mr. Kaplan has not provided any background information; however, biographical information from his listing in LinkedIn is included in Attachment 8 for the Council’s consideration. In addition, Mr. Kaplan has provided a letter explaining that he will be unavailable to attend the committee’s January 7 meeting and asking the Council to withdraw his name from consideration because, “based on the vote, it is clear that the vast majority of 36th LD Precinct Committee Officers support the appointment of Reuven Carlyle, and I join them in that sentiment.” Mr. Kaplan’s letter and cover email are also included in Attachment 8.
The Selection Process
As described in the email from Mr. Erwin (Att. 5), 192 of the 216 Democratic precinct committee officers (PCOs) of the 36th District participated in the district caucus to choose the nominees. The PCOs decided to hold a single vote for nominees for appointment to the senate vacancy. The vote count was:
1. Reuven Carlyle: 172
1. Liz Campbell: 9
1. David Kaplan: 4.
AMENDMENT
In its current form, the proposed motion has a blank for the name of the person to be appointed. The blank will need to be filled in by amendment of the motion. It is expected that the motion to amend will be made orally.
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