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SUBJECT

Briefing on the “Robinswood Agreement” dated November 16, 1998. 

SUMMARY

In 1998, the King County Executive and the Regional Wastewater Services Committee held a retreat to discuss financing the implementation of the RWSP. The “Robinswood” retreat resulted in guiding principles (Robinswood Agreement) for funding the RWSP. The “Robinswood Agreement” is the foundation of the current Regional Wastewater Services Plan.

At the request of the Chair, the Wastewater Treatment Division will present an overview of the Robinswood Agreement. 

BACKGROUND

Regional Wastewater Services Plan. It is the responsibility of the County (associated with its metropolitan powers) to prepare and implement a comprehensive water pollution abatement plan, including provisions for “waterborne pollutant removal, water quality improvement, sewage disposal, and stormwater drainage for the metropolitan area” pursuant to policies and plans recommended by the RWQC and adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council. In 1995, the King County Council in assuming the legislative powers of Metro, readopted Ordinances 11032 and 12074, the Metro resolutions that comprise the comprehensive water pollution abatement plan for King County.

In 1991 King County also began its own planning process to develop a long-range wastewater plan to amend the 1959 comprehensive water pollution abatement plan and to develop long-term plans for reducing combined sewer overflows and managing biosolids and water reuse.  These planning efforts were referred to as the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP). The RWSP was intended to provide the direction for the operation and further development of wastewater treatment services for the next 30 years.    In 1997, the King County Department of Natural Resources released the RWSP Draft Plan. Following a public engagement process, the Executive made his recommendation for a long-term wastewater plan in the 1998 Regional Wastewater Services Plan Executive’s Preferred Plan. 

Robinswood Agreement. In October 1998, the King County Executive and the Regional Wastewater Services Committee held a retreat to discuss financing the implementation of the RWSP. The “Robinswood” retreat resulted in guiding principles (See Attachment 1) for funding the RWSP, and the Committee agreed to final language on the financing plan at its November 1998 meeting. Some of the key principles of the Robinswood Agreement are as follows:

· The wastewater system is a regional system. “All for one and one for all from this day forward.” 
· The regional wastewater financing structure should reflect uniform regional rates for existing and new customers and achieve the principle of “growth pays for growth.”
· The RWQC will provide periodic, substantive review of RWSP implementation.
· Establish a uniform capacity charge within the service area to cover growth costs not captured by the monthly sewer rate for new customers. 

The principles of the Robinswood Agreement (Attachment 1) were largely incorporated in the RWSP.

In 1999 following review by the Regional Water Quality Committee and King County Council, the Council passed Ordinance 13680 adopting the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) as a supplement to the comprehensive water pollution plan which had been enacted by Metro. The plan identified capital projects, including a new treatment facility to serve north King County and south Snohomish County. 

The RWSP is codified in King County Code Section 28.86.010 and 28.86.040 through 28.86.150 (Attachment 2).  The RWSP outlines programs and projects through 2023 to increase wastewater system capacity and function; gives guidance on recovering and recycling beneficial resources from the wastewater treatment process; and provides direction on protecting and monitoring water quality and meeting permit conditions.[footnoteRef:1] The policies in the RWSP cover the major program elements for wastewater services and are as follows: [1:  Regional Wastewater Services Plan 2017 Annual Report ] 

· Treatment plant policies (K.C.C. 28.86.050)
· Conveyance policies (K.C.C. 28.86.060)
· I/I (inflow/infiltration) policies (K.C.C. 28.86.070)
· Combined sewer overflow control policies (K.C.C. 28.86.080)
· Biosolids policies (K.C.C. 28.86.090)
· Water reuse policies (K.C.C. 28.86.100) 
· Wastewater services policies (K.C.C. 28.86
· Water quality protection policies (K.C.C. 28.86.120) 
· Wastewater planning policies (K.C.C. 28.86.130) 
· Environmental mitigation policies (K.C.C. 28.86.140) 
· Public involvement policies (K.C.C. 28.86.150) 
Ordinance 13680 also included financial policies (K.C.C. 28.86.160), and implementation policies (K.C.C. 28.86.180) that are not within the RWSP sections of the code. In December 1999, the Council adopted the RWSP Operational Master Plan. 


INVITED

· Kamuron Gurol, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
· Sharman Herrin, Government Relations Administrator, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


ATTACHMENTS

1. Robinswood Agreement Letter dated November 16, 1998
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