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SUMMARY

The 2007-2008 King County Charter Review Commission has recommended that the Council
place on the ballot a charter amendment that would delete the transitional provisions contained in
section 350.20.30 and Article 9 of the Charter.

The CRC’s vote was 18-0 in favor of the amendment, with three members absent.
BACKGROUND

Avrticle 9 of the Charter, entitled “Transitory Provisions,” by its own terms is “related to the
transition from the existing form of government to the form of government established by this
charter.” Since it has been almost 40 years since the Charter went into effect, the transition to the
new, charter form of government is essentially complete, and almost all the provisions of Article
9 are now obsolete.

Charter section 350.20.30, entitled “Metropolitan Services Department Transitory Provisions,” is
related to the 1992 Metro merger and is also obsolete.

THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Legislation that would implement the CRC’s recommendation has been drafted by the
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office and is included as Attachment 1 to this staff report (pp. 3-8 of
these materials); however, it has not yet been introduced.

The draft legislation would repeal Charter section 350.20.30 and all of Charter Article 9 except
for a portion of section 990 (see p. 5-6 of these materials).
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1. Charter Review Commission members
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AN ORDINANCE proposing an amendment to Section 990
of the King County Charter; repeal of Section 350.20.30 of
the King County Charter, regarding the county's prior
transition to a metropolitan government; and repeal of
Section 900 of the King County Charter, Section 910 of the
King County Charter, Section 920 of the King County
Charter, Section 920.10 of the King County Charter,
Section 920.10.10 of the King County Charter, Section
920.10.20 of the King County Charter, Section 920.10.30
of the King County Charter, Section 920.10.40 of the King
County Charter, Section 920.20 of the King County
Charter, Section 920.20.20 of the King County Charter,
Section 920.20.30 of the King County Charter, Section
920.20.40 of the King County Charter, Section 920.20.50
of the King County Charter, Section 920.20.60 of the King
County Charter, Section 920.20.70 of the King County
Charter, Section 920.20.80 of the King County Charter,
Section 920.30 of the King County Charter, Section 930 of
the King County Charter, Section 940 of the King County
Charter, Section 950 of the King County Charter, Section
960 of the King County Charter, Section 970 of the King

County Charter, Section 970.10 of the King County
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Charter, Section 970.30 of the King County Charter,
Section 970.40 of the King County Charter, Section 970.50
of the King County Charter and Section 980 of the King
County Charter, regarding the county's prior transition to
home rule charter form of government; and submitting the
same to the voters of the county for their ratification or
rejection at the November 2008 general election.

...Body

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. There shall be submitted to the voters of King County for their
approval and ratification or rejection, at the next general election to be held in this county
occurring more than forty-five days after the enactment of this ordinance, an amendment
to the King County Charter, amending Section 990 of the King County Charter and
repealing Section 350.20.30, "Metropolitan Service Department Transitory Provisions,"
Section 900, "Effective Date and Elections"; Section 910, "Councilman Districts,"
Section 920, "Administrative Offices and Executive Department,” Section 920.10,
"Administrative Offices," Section 920.10.10, "Office of Budgets and Accounts," Section
920.10.20, "Office of Personnel," Section 920.10.30, "Office of Systems Services,"
Section 920.10.40, "Office of Property and Purchasing,"” Section 920.20, "Executive
Departments,” Section 920.20.10, "Department of Public Works, Utilities and
Transportation,” Section 920.20.20, "Department of Public Safety," Section 920.20.30,
"Department of Public Health," Section 920.20.40, "Department of Records and

Elections,” Section 920.20.50, "Department of Finance," Section 920.20.60, "Department
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of Parks," Section 920.20.70, "Department of Planning," Section 920.20.80, "Department
of Building," Section 920.30, "Modification of Administrative Offices and Executive
Departments,” Section 930, "County Commissioners," Section 940, "County Assessor,"
Section 950, "Commencement and Terms of Office,” Section 960, "Compensation,"
Section 970, "The Personnel System,” Section 970.10, "Personnel Board Members,"
Section 970.30, "Elective County Officers," Section 970.40, "County Employees,"
Section 970.50, "Sheriff’s Civil Service System™ and Section 980, "Board of Appeals," of

the King County Charter, as set forth herein:

Section 990. Transition.

continded-by-ordinanee:)) All ordinances, resolutions and other official actions of the

board of county Commissioners ((which)) that are in effect on the May 1, 1969, effective
date of this charter and ((which)) that are not inconsistent with this charter shall continue
in effect until they are amended, repealed or superseded in accordance with the

provisions of this charter. All rights, claims, actions, orders, obligations, proceedings and
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contracts existing on ((the-effective-date-ofthischarter)) May 1, 1969, shall not be

affected by the adoption of this charter.

Section 350.20.30 repealed. Section 350.20.30 of the King County Charter,
Metropolitan Service Department Transitory Provisions," is hereby repealed.

Section 900 repealed. Section 900 of the King County Charter, "Effective Date
and Elections"; is hereby repealed.

Section 910 repealed. Section 910 of the King County Charter, "Councilman
Districts," is hereby repealed.

Section 920 repealed. Section 920 of the King County Charter, "Administrative
Offices and Executive Department,” is hereby repealed.

Section 920.10 repealed. Section 920.10 of the King County Charter,
"Administrative Offices," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.10.10 repealed. Section 920.10.10 of the King County Charter,
"Office of Budgets and Accounts,"” is hereby repealed.

Section 920.10.20 repealed. Section 920.10.20 of the King County Charter,

"Office of Personnel," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.10.30 repealed. Section 920.10.30 of the King County Charter,

"Office of Systems Services," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.10.40 repealed. Section 920.10.40 of the King County Charter,

"Office of Property and Purchasing,"” is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20 repealed. Section 920.20 of the King County Charter, "Executive

Departments,” is hereby repealed.
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Section 920.20.10 repealed. Section 920.20.10 of the King County Charter,

"Department of Public Works, Utilities and Transportation,” is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.20 repealed. Section 920.20.20 of the King County Charter,
"Department of Public Safety," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.30 repealed. Section 920.20.30 of the King County Charter,
"Department of Public Health," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.40 repealed. Section 920.20.40 of the King County Charter,

"Department of Records and Elections," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.50 repealed. Section 920.20.50, "Department of Finance," is

hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.60 repealed. Section 920.20.60 of the King County Charter,
"Department of Parks," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.70 repealed. Section 920.20.70 of the King County Charter,
"Department of Planning," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.20.80 repealed. Section 920.20.80 of the King County Charter,

"Department of Building," is hereby repealed.

Section 920.30 repealed. Section 920.30 of the King County Charter,
"Modification of Administrative Offices and Executive Departments,” is hereby repealed.
Section 930 repealed. Section 930 of the King County Charter, "County

Commissioners," is hereby repealed.

Section 940 repealed. Section 940 of the King County Charter, "County

Assessor," is hereby repealed.
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Section 950 repealed. Section 950 of the King County Charter, "Commencement

and Terms of Office," is hereby repealed.

Section 960 repealed. Section 960 of the King County Charter, "Compensation,"

is hereby repealed.
Section 970 repealed. Section 970, "The Personnel System," is hereby repealed.

Section 970.10 repealed. Section 970.10, "Personnel Board Members," is hereby

repealed.

Section 970.30 repealed. Section 970.30 of the King County Charter, "Elective

County Officers," is hereby repealed.

Section 970.40 repealed. Section 970.40, "County Employees," is hereby

repealed.

Section 970.50 repealed. Section 970.50 of the King County Charter, "Sheriff’s

Civil Service System," is hereby repealed.

Section 980 repealed. Section 980 of the King County Charter, "Board of

Appeals, is hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. The clerk of the council shall certify the proposition to the manager
of the elections division, in substantially the following form, with such additions,
deletions or modifications as may be required by the prosecuting attorney for the
proposition listed below:

Shall the King County Charter be amended to remove no longer relevant

transitory language relating to the county's prior transition to a home rule

charter and metropolitan form of government?
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3. Allow the Regional Policy Committee to adopt its work program by a majority vote with
a quorum of 6% votes. The work program may include new subject matter which involves
regional policies or plans. This change is proposed to provide the committee with greater
authority over its agenda.

4. Allow regional committees to initiate motions and ordinances, including ones not assigned
by the Council, which would be introduced without the usual sponsorship of a County
Council member. This change is proposed to offer regional committees better access to
legislative consideration of their recommendations.

5. Require County Council and standing committees to take an action of record on each
proposed motion and ordinance initiated by regional committees.

6. Empower the County Council to add, by ordinance, non-voting representation to the
Water Quality Committee for areas outside of King County served under contract by King
County sewerage treatment services. This change is proposed in light of increasing presence
of King County sewage facilities and services in areas beyond the boundaries of the county.

'The Regional Governance subcommittee also recommended ordinance language for adoption

by the Council (see Appendix C).
Final vote: | Yes—16 | No—2 | Abstain—0 | Absent—3 |

Transitory Provisions

Charter Section — Article 9 and Section 350.20.30

Subcommittee — Regional Governance

Amendment Language — See page 33

'The Commission recommends an amendment to strike transitory provisions in the Charter
that are no longer relevant. Most of Article 9 and all of Section 350.20.30 of the Charter are
vestiges of King County’s transition from a non-charter form of government and the county’s
consolidation with Metro. These provisions are no longer relevant and should therefore be
removed. Similarly section 350.20.30 may be stricken because transitional direction regarding
the Metro consolidation is no longer necessary. While most of Article 9 can be stricken, the
last two sentences in section 990 should be retained, because they affirm official actions taken
before the charter’s effective date.

Final vote: | Yes—18 |No—0 | Abstain—0 | Absent—3 |

Unincorporated Areas Representation
Charter Section — Sections 220.20 and 320.20

Subcommittee — Rural/Local Issues

Amendment Language — See page 38

'The Commission recommends that a high-level position inside the Office of the Executive

be designated to represent the interests of unincorporated area residents. The County Council
would also be required to ensure that a structure or structures be created with the power and
responsibility to serve unincorporated areas of the county. In essence, the amendment would
require the Council to assume an oversight role in ensuring that the County made an adequate
organizational commitment to the unincorporated areas, while the Executive would be
responsible for implementing and overseeing a specific position.

'The Rural/Local subcommittee made improving unincorporated area representation and
governance its top priority. The subcommittee considered various options including:
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sist of those countywide plans and policies 1nc1uded in the committee’s work program by a majority of the mem-
bers present and voting, with no fewer than three and one-half affirmative votes.

'The metropolitan county council shall assign refer each such proposed ordinance or motion, except those devel-

oped and proposed by a regional committee, to a regional committee for review. Whemraproposed-poticyorptan
isreferred-toa The regional committee for shall complete review;atimedimitforsuchreviewshattbe and rec-

ommend action within one hundred twenty days or such other time as is jointly established by the metropolitan
county council and the committee, which shall be confirmed in the form of a motion by the metropolitan county
council. If the committee fails to act upon the proposed poticy-orplan ordinance or motion within the established
time limit, the metropolitan county council may adopt the proposed poticy-orptan ordinance or motion upon six
affirmative votes. The committee may request, by motion to the county council, additional time for review.

A proposed potieyor plarrrecommended ordinance or motion that has been reviewed and recommended or de-
veloped and proposed by a regional committee may be adopted, without amendment, by the metropolitan county
council by five affirmative votes. If the metropolitan county council votes prior to final passage thereof to amend
a proposed potiey-orplan ordinance or motion that has been reviewed or recommended or proposed by a regional
committee, the proposed poliey-orplan ordinance or motion, as amended, shall be referred back to the appropriate
committee for further review and recommendation. The committee may concur in, dissent from, or recommend
additional amendments to the potiey-orplan ordinance or motion. After the regional committee has had the op-
portunity to review all metropolitan county council amendments, final action to adopt any proposed potieyorplan
ordinance or motion that differs from the committee recommendation shall require six affirmative votes of the
metropolitan county council.

Each regional committee may develop and propose directly to the council, an ordinance or motion adopting,
amending, or repealing a county-wide policy or plan within the subject matter area of the committee. Such pro-
posals must be approved by a majority of the members present and voting, with no fewer than three and one-half
affirmative votes. Within 120 days of introduction or such other time as is jointly established by the metropolitan
county council and the committee, which shall be confirmed in the form of a motion by the metropolitan county
council, the council shall consider the proposed legislation and take such action thereon as it deems appropriate, as
provided by ordinance.

The council shall not call a special election to authorize the performance of an additional metropolitan municipal
function under state law unless such additional function is recommended by a regional policy committee, notwith-
standing the provisions of Section 230.50.10 of this charter. Such recommendation shall require an affirmative
vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each of: (1) metropolitan councilmembers of the committee; (2)
members from the city with the largest population in the county; and (3) other city or town members of the com-
mittee. Nothing in this section prohibits the metropolitan county council from calling a special election on the
authorization of the performance of one or more additional metropolitan functions after receiving a valid resolu-
tion adopted by city councils as permitted by RCW 35.58.100(1)(a) and RCW 35.58.100(1)(b), or a duly certified
petition as permitted by RCW 35.58.100(2).

Transitory Provisions
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are in effect on the May 1, 1969 effective date of this charter and which are not inconsistent with this charter shall
continue in effect until they are amended, repealed or superseded in accordance with the provisions of this charter.
All rights, claims, actions, orders, obligations, proceedings and contracts existing on the effective date of this charter

shall not be affected by the adoption of this charter.
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