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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0287 would approve the Lakehaven Utility District’s (the “District”) 2007 Water System Plan (the “Plan”).
SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;

· reflects current supply and demand;

· forecasts future supply and demand; 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage;

· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE LAKEHAVEN UTILITY DISTRICT WATER SYSTEM PLAN

The UTRC reviewed the District's Water Plan and found to meet the requirements of King County Code Chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval in February, 2009.  Highlights of the Water Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area

The District operates in the southwest corner of King County adjacent to the Pierce County boundary.  Puget Sound and the Green River Valley border the District on the west and east respectively.  The District’s northern border generally follows 280th Street, except for a narrow strip of land extending north along the Puget Sound to South 252nd Street.

The overall service area is similar to the service area described in the 1989 South King County Coordinated Water System Plan (“CWSP”).  The District has either relinquished, or plans to relinquish, portions of its service area where provision of water service is either not feasible or is better served by another purveyor.  The projected population for the water service area in 2025 is 129,919.

There are several smaller water systems within the District’s overall service area that are not connected to the District’s main distribution system.  The District does not offer satellite management services.  

Water Use Efficiency

Numerous statutes, KCC 13.28, and the King County Comprehensive Plan, require efficient water use.  The District’s sources of supply are 24 production ground water wells, which are owned and operated by the District and located within its boundaries, and an intertie
 with the City of Tacoma.  The District uses about 255 gallons of water for each service connection.  The annual average day demand is approximately 10.77 million gallons, with peak day consumption (generally during the hottest summer/fall period) approximately 1.9 times greater than the average day demand.  The projected average day demand in 2025 is estimated to be 29 million gallons without conservation or 27 million gallons with conservation.  The District’s conservation program satisfies the minimum program requirements established in 1994 as required by law.  

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning
The District operates two secondary-level wastewater treatment plants: the Lakota plant and the Redondo plant.  The District has a long-term plan to establish a reclaimed water program, and its reclaimed water plans are coordinated with a proposed aquifer storage and recovery program.  Together, these programs will recharge and replenish local aquifers with high quality reclaimed water, and reduce the discharge of treated wastewater to Puget Sound. 

The District is committed to participating in regional planning and water supply development and has supported regional planning efforts such as the South King County CWSP.

Capital Improvement Program
The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement program (“CIP”) costing approximately $6,290,000.  The CIP projects for the next six years will be funded by water revenues and connection charges.  Total rate based revenues (water sales) in 2005 were $7,542,258.

Groundwater Management
The District has a wellhead protection program for its 24 wells.  The District states its desire to serve its customers’ interests by protecting its ground water resources from depletion and contamination.

SEPA

The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist for the Water Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Water Plan on October 12, 2006.
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