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SUBJECT:

A motion confirming the executive's appointment of Carolyn Ableman as director of the records and licensing services division.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2008-0249 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Carolyn Ableman as the Director of the Records and Licensing Services Division (RALS) within the Department of Executive Services.  
BACKGROUND:

During the 2008 budget process, the Council reorganized the Records, Elections and Licensing Services into two separate divisions: the Elections Division and Records and Licensing Services (RALS).  The core services of RALS include Archives and Records Management, Animal Care and Control Services, Marriage Licensing, Taxicab Licensing, Vehicle/Vessel Licensing and the Recorder's Office.  The 2008 adopted budget for the division is just over $12.5 million with 114.33 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) employees.  

As the legislative body empowered with oversight of county management and operations, the Council has taken a number of steps in the County Code (as well as legislation separate from the code) to ensure the openness, accountability of activities within RALS, especially Animal Care and Control Services.  In February 2003, the Council adopted Ordinance 14570 that requires Council confirmation of the Director of the Records and Licensing Services Division, the Director of the Elections Division and the Superintendent of Elections.  
EXPERIENCE OF APPOINTEE:

Selected experience of Ms. Ableman’s career is listed below. More detail can be found in the confirmation packet.
· March 17, 2008 – Director Designee, RALS

· 1999-2008 – Chief Deputy Auditor, Snohomish County Auditor’s Office
· 1997-1999 – President, Ableman Information Resources
· 1988-1997 – Superintendent of Records, King County
· 1983-1988 – Archivist/Records Management Officer, King County
Letters of Support:

The confirmation packet contains numerous letters of support for Ms. Ableman including:
· Sam Reed, Secretary of State

· Jerry Handfield, State Archivist, Office of Secretary of State

· Val Wood, Director, Division of Corporations and Charities, Office of Secretary of 
State

· John Koster, Snohomish County Council, District 1

· Dave Gossett, Snohomish County Council, District 4

· Vicki Lubrin, Manager, Licensing and Animal Control Services, Snohomish County

· Bob Terwilliger, Administrator, Superior/Juvenile Court, Snohomish County (former 
Snohomish County Auditor)
· Kirke Sievers, Treasurer, Snohomish County (former Snohomish County 
councilmember)

· Evelyn Arnold, Auditor, Chelan County
Invited:

Carolyn Ableman, Director Designee, RALS, DES
James Buck, Chief Administrative Officer, King County
Attachments:

1.  Proposed Motion 2008-0249
2.  Transmittal Letter, May 1, 2008
3.  Confirmation Packet
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