A MOTION declaring the intent of the King County Council to maintain operations of the juvenile secure detention facility at the Judge Patricia H. Clark Children and Family Justice Center until and unless viable alternatives become operational.
	WHEREAS, in 2012, King County voters approved a $210,000,000 levy to construct a replacement Youth and Family Justice Center, and
	WHEREAS, in February 2020, King County began operating the Judge Patricia H. Clark Children and Family Justice Center, and
	WHEREAS, on July 21, 2020, the executive committed to converting youth detention units at the Judge Patricia H. Clark Children and Family Justice Center to other uses no later than 2025, and
	WHEREAS, research has shown that detention and incarceration hinder young people's future educational and employment success and negatively impacts their immediate and long-term physical and mental health, according to a 2022 report by The Sentencing Project, and
	WHEREAS, youth of color, specifically Black youth, are overrepresented in the youth detention center and across all the elements of the youth legal system, and
	WHEREAS, in 2022, the executive initiated a community-centered strategic planning process that included engaging nearly 1,800 impacted community members and convening an advisory committee made up of impacted youth and family members, youth legal system partners, and community representatives, and
	WHEREAS, the King County council has received and reviewed three reports on the plan for achieving zero youth detention and for instituting a strategic planning process for the future of secure juvenile detention at the children and family justice center, including reports dated September 30, 2021, June 30, 2022, and August 4, 2023, and
	WHEREAS, thea fourth and final of report, entitled Care and Closure:  Final Strategic Planning Report on the Future of Secure Juvenile Detention, iswas submitted by the executive on January 31, 2024, and
	WHEREAS, during the March 27, 2024, hearing of King County council law and justice committee, there were substantial concerns expressed by councilmembers about the direction of Care and Closure Final Strategic Planning Report on the Future of Secure Juvenile Detention, including the proposed secure detention alternatives to the Patricia H. Clark Children and Family Justice Center;
	WHEREAS, the recommendations included in the care and closure final strategic planning report are:
	  1.  Create and operate a respite and receiving center where law enforcement would take youth under 18 years old upon arrest;
	  2.  Provide very short-term respite housing at the respite and receiving center;
	  3.  Provide enhanced immediate supports when youth return home to their families or are placed in kinship care;
	  4.  Create and oversee a network of diverse community care homes where youth would stay while their court case proceeds if they are unable to go home;
	  5.  Strengthen community infrastructure and capacity to ensure all youth have access to community supports; and
	  6.  Ensure the next steps for these recommendations are informed by and centered on community members most directly impacted by the youth legal system, and
	WHEREAS, four of the six recommendations received general or consensus support from the care and closure advisory committee, and while the recommendations for creating a respite and receiving center with very short-term housing did not achieve consensus, they remain important considerations for future development, and ongoing collaboration, and
	WHEREAS, the care and closure final strategic planning report stated the executive’s intention to move forward with implementation planning for the four recommendations with consensus support, and
	WHEREAS, state law currently requires King County to operate a secure detention facility for juvenile offenders,
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County:
	A.  It is the intent of the King County Council not to closeto maintain operations of the juvenile secure detention facility at the Judge Patricia H. Clark Children and Family Justice Center until and keep it open and operatingunless viable alternatives become operational that align with the Care and Closure community priorities and safely replace the need for secure detention services provided.
	B.  The King County council supports the community priorities that emerged from the Care and Closure outreach efforts, including the need:
	  1.  To be and feel safe in King County;
	  2.  For youth to be accountable and learn from their actions;
	  3.  For legal interventions that improve a youth’s long-term prospects by connecting them to resources; and
	  4.  To eliminate the racial and ethnic disproportionality in youth detention.
	C.  In order for viable alternatives to become operational, the King County council would need to take action at future decision points including adoption of county budgets and levies, proposed policy changes, and proposed legislative agendas.  The council supports the executive's continued engagement with county and community stakeholders to attempt to identify such alternatives, and, in the meantime, continued work to improve conditions for youth currently housed at the juvenile secure detention facility.
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