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SUBJECT

Briefing on firearms use in King County. 

SUMMARY

Speakers from the Crime Strategies Unit (CSU) within the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office will present firearm violence data for King County and provide an update on efforts to develop a gun violence intervention strategy using the data analytics provided by CSU. 

BACKGROUND 

In 2017, the PAO received a one-time grant from the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) aimed at developing evidence-based strategies to limit injuries and deaths associated with gun violence.  With the grant, the PAO created the Crime Strategies Unit (CSU) to gather reliable firearm crime data from law enforcement in seven out of the 40 jurisdictions in King County.  Like many jurisdiction throughout the country, the lack of reliable date was a critical obstacle to confronting firearm violence.  A primary goal of this project was the uniform collection and standardization of already existing data on illegal shootings in King County. 

Because perpetrators of firearm violence do not operate within the confines of any single law enforcement jurisdiction, CSU serves as a centralized hub for the collection and sharing of illegal shooting data throughout the County. CSU worked with law enforcement officers from Auburn, Federal Way, Kent, Renton, Seattle, Tukwila, and areas covered by the King County Sheriff’s Office to gather all “shots fired” data where a person was 1) injured 2) killed or 3) where property was damaged.  94% of all firearm-related homicides in King County during 2001-2012 occurred in these seven jurisdictions.  

The CSU works within a public health approach to firearm violence aimed at developing evidence-based strategies to reduce preventable injuries and deaths. In the context of illegal shootings, a public health approach addresses the questions of who is being shot; why are they being shot; and how to prevent future shootings. 

The early data revealed that firearm violence is heavily concentrated within small, identifiable social networks and that firearm violence spreads within these networks.  The closer a person is to a victim of firearm violence, the more likely he/she is to be a victim of firearm violence.  Data not only revealed “hot spot” locations, but also revealed how gun violence falls disproportionately on young men of color.  83% of gun violence victims are young (under age 25) men of color.  85% of gun violence defendants are people of color and 58% are under the age of 25.  
	
2019-2020 Budget Appropriation To continue this program, the Council added $552,000 and two FTEs to the 2019-2020 biennial budget. CSU is now working with law enforcement and community partners to design a gun violence intervention strategy designed to divert individuals out of the court system and to keep them from committing or being the victims of gun violence.   The budget appropriation included an expenditure restriction which required the intervention strategy be developed in partnership with the department of community and human services and the department of public health, law enforcement and community-based organizations or nonprofits that serve communities where interventions are likely to occur.

2019-2020 Budget Proviso As described in the proviso requirement below, the Council has requested a report in January 2020 on the work accomplished by the CSU. 

	Of this appropriation, $50,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the prosecutor transmits a firearms crime strategy unit report and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of report and reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion and a motion acknowledging receipt of the report is passed by the council.
	The report shall include, but not be limited to:  a summary of the work accomplished by the firearms crime strategy unit; a summary of regional data on firearm violence; a description of the efforts to develop an intervention strategy to keep individuals from becoming victims or perpetrators of gun violence; a listing of the individuals or organizations who participated in the efforts to develop the intervention strategy; a summary of the interventions, if any, undertaken as a result of the data provided by the firearms crime strategy unit; and any recommendations for additional actions or legislation needed to address firearm violence in King County.

Today’s Briefing  Today’s briefing will provide an overview of the CSU unit, a summary of the most recent data available, and an update on the efforts to develop a gun violence intervention strategy using the data analytics provided by the CSU. 

INVITED

· Karissa Taylor, Senior Deputy Prosecutor, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
· Dan Carew, Senior Deputy Prosecutor, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
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