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	5
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	Date:
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	Attending: 
	Joanna Richey, Assistant Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, Depart of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT:   A briefing on water quality and stormwater issues including NPDES Phase I and II permits; stormwater and water quality impacts and emerging opportunities and best practices.
SUMMARY:  

Many of our water pollution problems are due in large part to pollutants that are washed off the land by storms. The quality of stormwater from public facilities, commercial and industrial businesses, residences, and agricultural lands is an increasing concern nationwide. Many people believe that stormwater is "clean" and that it does not harm water quality. This perception is understandable since the amount of pollution from any one spot is not usually significant by itself. But when all these small amounts are combined, they can cause big water quality problems.
In vegetated areas such as forests, fields and wetlands rain water seeps into the ground. However, when rain falls on paved and other hard surfaces it runs off and is conveyed by pipes and ditches directly to King County's lakes, wetlands, and streams. This water that flows across the land is called stormwater runoff. Stormwater runoff although starting as rain, collects pollutants when it hits the ground and travels. For example, runoff from parking lots picks up oil and grease dripped from cars, asbestos from worn brake linings, and zinc from tires. Pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers are washed off from landscaped areas, and soils are washed away from construction sites. Any substance found on the ground can wind up in stormwater runoff.
Storm drainage systems are designed to decrease the chance of flooding in areas that have been developed with homes, businesses, and roads. The rainwater that used to seep into vegetated areas now must be collected and carried elsewhere. The storm drainage system collects this storm water runoff and carries it to the nearest wetland, lake, stream, or to Puget Sound. In urban areas the storm drainage system consists of drains and underground pipes. Storm drains are normally located in streets and parking lots. In rural areas the storm drainage system may be in the form of ditches that carry the stormwater along a roadside or piece of property. These drainage systems are meant to carry only unpolluted stormwater to the nearest natural body of water. Putting oil, antifreeze, detergents, and other material into the storm drainage system is the same as dumping them directly into a lake or stream
The Washington State Department of Ecology has revised and issued Phase I Municipal Stormwater General Permits.  Ecology has also issued Phase II Municipal Stormwater General Permits that, for the first time, require 100 cities, 13 counties, and other entities across Washington to regulate discharges from their stormwater systems.
Effective February 16, 2007, the new Municipal Stormwater permits require the newly regulated municipalities and other public entities to adopt ordinances or otherwise develop and implement stormwater management systems that include, at minimum: public education and outreach; public participation; illicit discharge detection and elimination; stormwater runoff control from new development, redevelopment, and construction sites; and pollution prevention.

Ecology’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater permit regulates discharges from municipal separate storm sewers owned and operated by cities and unincorporated portions of counties whose populations exceed 100,000.   The Phase I permit covers Clark, King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties, and the cities of Seattle and Tacoma. It also covers the following “Secondary Permittees:” Ports of Seattle and Tacoma, certain active drainage, diking, flood control districts, and municipal separate storm sewer systems located in Seattle and Tacoma or unincorporated portions of Clark, King, and Pierce Counties.  These jurisdictions have been operating under a municipal stormwater permit since July 1995. The original permit expired on July 5, 2000. Ecology administratively extended permit coverage until they issued the revised permit on January 17, 2007.
As members are probably aware, several environmental groups have appealed the new permits contending that they are not protective enough, while a number of cities, counties, and other permittees have appealed the permits arguing that they are unduly burdensome. King County’s primary concern as an intervener is that permit should be clarified as to intent and application in meeting water quality standards.  That is, there is a concern that no jurisdiction can meet the current quantitative standards for water quality (because jurisdictions cannot control the myriad of sources of pollution) -- but jurisdictions should be able to demonstrate permit compliance via adoption of best management practices and other actions.
Per the permit requirements that counties and cities coordinate activities, plans and public education – there is already a monthly meeting of a group currently comprised of staff from the cities of Bellevue, Bothell, Burien, Duvall, Everett, Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Mill Creek, Newcastle, Pacific, Redmond, SeaTac, Shoreline, Tacoma and counties including King, Mason, Pierce, Snohomish and the Department of Ecology.  They are assessing current participation or initiation of public education activities ranging from “landscaper education” programs to school programs, LID education for stormwater professionals, household waste education, salmon watchers to car care instruction (including car washing kits), etc.
Staff from the Department of Natural Resources and Parks and other invited experts from cities and agencies will give a briefing to the committee on the NPDES Phase I and Phase II permits and their requirements.  They will also discuss stormwater and its impacts on water quality, including impacts to streams, lakes and Puget Sound.  Finally, staff and the invited panelists will brief the committee on emerging opportunities and best management practices related to stormwater.  
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