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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
DATE:  June 26, 2000

PROPOSED NO:  1999-0507 
PREPARED BY:  Anne Noris

SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to rules of construction and revision for county ordinances and code; adding new sections to K.C.C. chapter 1.02 and adding a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 1.

SUMMARY:  This ordinance sets forth directions for construction of ordinances should they be challenged.   It also sets forth direction to the Clerk for codification of the King County Code. 

BACKGROUND:  Codification and construction of the King County Code has been done in the past by referring to the RCW and to general rules of construction.  This ordinance will provide clear direction and add certainty of interpretation.  In part, the ordinance:


1.  Provides that words and phrases are to be construed in the common and approved usage except for those that are technical or have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning. (Section 3)


2.  Sets forth general definitions for the entire code, such as “filed”, “month”, “officer” and “person”.  (Section 4)

3.  Clarifies that the titles and captions of titles, chapters and sections are not law.  (Section 5)  

4.  Directs the clerk to number new chapters and sections and to fix clear errors. (Section 6)

5.  Establishes that the code is the prima facie law of a general or permanent nature. (Section 8)

6.  Requires liberal construction of code, rather than establishing a rule of strict construction.   (Section 9)

7.  Sets forth procedures for handling multiple amendments and decodification of repealed sections.  Prescribes procedures for interpretation of conflicts when there has been amendment and repeal of the same section.  (Section 10)

8.  Specifies the types of editorial changes the Clerk may make during codification.  (Section 17)

9.  Authorizes the omission of parts of ordinances, such as enacting and repealing clauses, preambles, effective dates and severability clauses.  (Section 18)

10.  Permits the Clerk to suggest improvements to the code so that it is technically correct and constitutes conclusive evidence of the law.  (Sections 21 and 22)

11. Permits the Clerk to provide drafting assistance of a confidential and nonpartisan nature to the council, councilmembers, committees and county agencies.  (Section 23)

12. Requires gender-neutral terms.  (Section 27)

The ordinance was drafted by Anne Noris, Bruce Ritzen, Jim Brewer and Jeff Slayton.  It has been reviewed by the Prosecutor’s Office.

 
Two amendments have been prepared.  Amendment 1 clarifies that captions are not law in both the Code and noncodified ordinances.  Amendment 2 states that the Council intends that the provisions of the ordinance should be applied retroactively.

ATTENDING:  Jeff Richard, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

ATTACHMENTS: 
A.  Proposed Ordinance 1999-0507

B.  Section-by-Section Analysis of Proposed Ordinance 1999-0507

C.  Amendment 1

D.  Amendment 2
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