King County’s

Plans for Supporting the Puget Sound Partnership

Final Response to Ordinance 15869

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

OVERALL GOALS - King County’s Puget Sound Team will work with PSP and other jurisdictions to ensure that King County’s expertise and knowledge of Puget Sound are used for the following (pg9): 
· Assist in development of draft 2020 Action Agenda priorities
· Set priorities for countywide projects and technical studies that will help obtain state and federal funding via PSP in the 2020 Action Agenda
· Assess the county’s readiness and resources to contribute to the necessary environmental monitoring and studies that are required to support PSP
· Coordinate communications and meetings with PSP and local jurisdictions in King County
· Coordinate all county programs related to the restoration and protection of Puget Sound
· Collaborate strategically with PSP to evaluate new and expanded funding options and opportunities for establishing partnerships with diverse stakeholders 
IMMEDIATE ACTION 1 – Identify and Address Areas with Immediate Septic Problems

The following is a list of recommendations for achieving Immediate Action 1:
· In coordination with PSP Sound-wide efforts, develop a strategy for increased funding for Public Health-Seattle & King County’s (PHSKC) monitoring and coordination related to onsite sewer system issues, including looking at reprioritization of existing funds (with PHSKC as the lead) (pg12)
· Support alternative funding for septic repairs and provide options to landowners with limited land available for traditional system (with PHSKC as the lead) (pg12)
· Inform citizens in problem areas regarding proper septic system replacement; promote more individualize technical assistance to help evaluate options (pg12)
· Provide citizens with technology demonstrations (pg12)
· Identify, repair and maintain onsite sewage systems in the designated Marine Recovery Areas (MRAs) (pg10/11)
· Use canine units to locate

· Encourage development if urban areas where sewer systems are more often available; limit development in rural areas that rely on septic systems (pg11)
· Encourage funding at all levels of government (pg11)
· Increase public education and community based efforts (pg11)
· Provide cost-effective alternatives such as membrane bioreactors managed by a public utility (demonstrate emerging technologies) (pg12)
· Promote onsite reuse of highly treated effluent (indoor/outdoor purposes) 

· May require legislative authority (pg12)
· Make loans available to the private sector on a regional basis (pg11)
· Ensure repairs comply with Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO), Shoreline Master Program and other regulations (pg11)
IMMEDIATE ACTION 2 – Protect Puget Sound Habitat 

The following is a list of recommendations for achieving Immediate Action 2:

· Identify opportunities for enhanced protection on RSD projects (with DOT as lead) (pg16)
· Conduct CSO treatment technology pilot study and submit CSO plan to Ecology (with WTD as lead) (pg16)
· Initiate the reclaimed water comprehensive plan (with WTD as lead) (pg16)
· Adopt a new Shoreline Master Program (with KCDNRP and DDES as co-leads and King County Council playing a major role) (pg16)
· Support land conservation acquisitions and incentives programs (with WLRD as lead) (pg16)
· Continue efforts to understand and address climate change (with King County Climate Team as lead) (pg16)
· Develop strategies to deal with possible changes in precipitation and sea level rise (pg15)
· Prepare for the impacts of climate change by enhancing current activities and considering new endeavors (pg15)
· Continue to educate property owners and to implement the CAO (with DDES as lead) (pg16)
· Continue work with Cascade Water Alliance to undertake a coordinated water system plan to address demand and supply alternatives for people in the fastest growing areas in the region (pg14)
· Increase funding for property acquisition, incentive programs and technical assistance (pg14)
· Enhance protection efforts within RSD projects (pg14)
· Increase education and incentives as well as interjurisdictional cooperation to address some of the cumulative impacts of activities that either do not require permits or are conducted without required permits (pg15)
· Control the quality of discharges to the wastewater system and decrease volume of wastewater discharge in Puget Sounds (pg15/16)
IMMEDIATE ACTION 3 – Implement Priority Projects to Restore Damaged Forests, Rivers, Shorelines, and Marine Waters

The following is a list of recommendations for achieving Immediate Action 3: 
· Complete short span bridge replacements scheduled for 2008 (with DOT-RSD as lead) (pg18)
· Support PSP is seeking increased funding for Puget Sound habitat restoration projects (With WRLD as lead and coordination with King County Council) (pg18)
· Encourage stewardship programs and education to help achieve habitat benefits on private lands (pg18) 
IMMEDIATE ACTION 4 – Accelerate Control and Cleanup of Toxic Pollution 

The following is a list of recommendations for achieving Immediate Action 4: 

· Support requests for federal DEA waiver to collect unused pharmaceuticals (with WLRD and LHWMP as leads and opportunities for King County Council and King County Board of Health to play a role) (pg21)
· Support a 2008 bill in the Washington State Legislature to require product stewardship (with WRLD and LHWMP as leads and roles for King County Council and King County Board of Health) (pg21)
· Clean up contaminated sediments at Denny and Duwamish CSO sites (with WTD as lead) (pg21)
· Develop food web model for Central Puget Sound (with WTD as lead) (pg21)
· Continue design and implementation of CSO control projects for four Puget Sound CSO sites (pg21)
·  If possible, fill any gaps in research and knowledge following the Control of Toxic Chemicals in Puget Sound, Phase 1: Initial Estimate of Loadings study (pg20)
· Follow recommendations made by Initial Estimate of Loadings study: (pg20)
· Quantify contributions from industrial municipal wastewater

· Estimate contributions from contaminated sediment, biota, and ocean inputs

· Evaluate the contribution of specific chemicals through specific pathways. The chemical classes that require most study are phthalates, PBDEs, hormone disrupters, PAHs, and PCBs

· Upgrade Puget Sound fate and transport models and predict impact of proposed control actions

· Evaluate contaminant loadings in storm water runoff

· Develop and test air pollution transport models

· Evaluate seasonal and geographic effects on contaminant loading 

IMMEDIATE ACTION 5 – Significantly Reduce Polluted Stormwater Runoff 

The following is a list of recommendations for achieving Immediate Action 5: 

· Secure grant funding for STORM program and Stormwater retrofit analysis pilot in 2008 (with WRLD as lead) (pg25)
· Develop a strategy for complying with the increased requirements of the municipal Stormwater permits anticipated in 2009-2010 (with WRLD as lead) (pg25)
· Work with PSP, Ecology, and others to develop a major new effort to address critical local government stormwater retrofits (with WRLD as lead, working with PSP) (pg25)
· Monitor data necessary to determine the effectiveness of existing stormwater control facilities (pg24)
· Continue to update and implement King County’s Surface Water Design Manual and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Manual (pg23)
· Essential to coordinate stormwater planning efforts and retrofit improvements regionally in order to optimize cost-effectiveness and restoration benefit (pg24)
