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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8 & 9
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0353
2024-0356
	Date:
	November 18, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Motions to confirm the appointments of the following individual to the King County Board of Health to begin serving three-year terms starting in 2025:
· [bookmark: _Hlk181093583]LaMont Green, to serve as the alternate nonelected member representing consumers of public health,[footnoteRef:1] and [1:  Proposed Motion 2024-0353] 

· Mustafa Mohammed, to serve as the regular nonelected member representing consumers of public health.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Proposed Motion 2024-0356] 


BACKGROUND 

King County Board of Health (KCBOH).  In 2022, Board of Health was restructured in accordance with state law through Ordinance 19418 and KCBOH Rule and Regulation BOH22-02. The new composition of the Board replaces the three previous health professional positions with eight nonelected member positions, making the number of nonelected members on the KCBOH equal to elected members. These nonelected positions include a member selected by the American Indian Health Commission of Washington state (AIHC), and seven members selected by the KCBOH from the three categories of public health, health care facilities, and providers; consumers of public health; and other community stakeholders. Ordinance 19418 retains four alternate positions for elected members and creates four nonelected alternates, one of whom is designated by the AIHC.

The KCBOH sets county-wide public health policy, enacts local public health regulations, and carries out duties specified in RCW 70.05.060 including enforcing state public health statutes, preventing and controlling the spread of infectious disease, abating nuisances, and establishing fees for licenses, permits and other services. The Board Code includes but is not limited to, requirements pertaining to food service, pesticides, the handling of solid waste and hazardous materials, on-site sewage, tobacco products, and swimming pools. The interlocal agreement between King County and City of Seattle regarding Public Health—Seattle & King County (PHSKC) reinforces that the Board provides policy influence over PHSKC pursuant to RCW 70.05 and has supervision over matters pertaining to the preservation of the life and health of the people within its jurisdiction.

KCBOH Vacancies and Recruitment.  The Boardmember representing consumers of public health chose not to serve a second term, leaving that position vacant. Boardmember Mustafa Mohammed, who served as the alternate for that position indicated he would be willing to serve as the regular member. The Board chose to select him as the regular member representing consumers of public health for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2027 through BOH Resolution 24-04. Therefore, the Board recruited for the vacant alternate position representing consumers of public health.

Public Health staff released applications for the vacant alternate position in July 2023 and closed recruitment in August. Public Health staff distributed notices of the vacancy to those subscribed to the Board of Health email distribution list, Public Health staff, community partners, and Board of Health membership, as well as through the department's social media accounts on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, and the PHSKC Blog[footnoteRef:3]. The vacancy was also advertised in the Seattle Times, Vashon Maury Island Beachcomber, Woodinville Weekly, and Sound Publishing newspapers which are published in 14 cities across the county.  Applications were made available in English and Spanish and other languages upon request.  [3:  Join the King County Board of Health!  – PUBLIC HEALTH INSIDER, https://publichealthinsider.com/2023/07/06/join-the-king-county-board-of-health/ ] 


The Board received five applications, four were invited for interviews, and three candidates participated in an interview with subcommittee members of the Board. Candidate Dr. LaMont Green was moved forward by resolution at the October 17, 2024, meeting.[footnoteRef:4] Dr. Green’s appointment would be for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2027. [4:  BOH Resolution 24-06] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

LaMont Green. Proposed Motion 2024-0353 would confirm the appointment of LaMont Green as the alternate member representing consumers of public health. According to his application materials, Dr. Green has more than 20 years of experience, “helping local communities and governments identify and dismantle the persistent drivers of inequity across public health, human services, homelessness, housing, behavioral health, and criminal justice systems.” Dr. Green holds a Doctor of Social Work degree from the University of Southern California and currently serves as the Director of Diversity Equity and Inclusion for the Technical Assistance Collaborative (TAC) and Director of TAC's Systems Alignment Innovation Hub, which is funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation in partnership with the University of Colorado School of Public Health.

Mustafa Mohammed. Proposed Motion 2024-0356 would confirm the appointment of Mustafa Mohammed as the regular member representing consumers of public health on the Board of Health. Mr. Mohammed currently serves as the alternate member for this position and serves on the King County Behavioral Health Advisory Board. Mr. Mohammed is a Certified Mental Health Professional, licensed Cross-Cultural Counselor, is a medical interpreter for Washington State, and earned a Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBCHB) in Iraq. His work at Lutheran Community Services Northwest as an intake specialist, clinician, and clinical supervisor focuses on diverse refugee and asylum clients who are victims of war trauma in their home countries. 

ANALYSIS
 
Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments that appears to be consistent with the requirements of county code and state law.

INVITED

· LaMont Green, Appointee, Board of Health
· Mustafa Mohammed, Appointee, Board of Health
· [bookmark: _Hlk182475091]Joy Carpine-Cazzanti, Board of Health Administrator, Public Health—Seattle & King County

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0353
2. Biography, LaMont Green
3. Proposed Motion 2024-0356
4. Biography, Mustafa Mohammed
5. 2025 Board of Health Profile, November 2024
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