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Budget and Fiscal Management Committee
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	2026-0028
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	April 22, 2026



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2026-0028 would authorize King County to enter into a lease agreement with the United States Department of the Army, Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Seattle District for property located at 18205 Southeast Cougar Mountain Drive in Council District 9.

SUMMARY

The proposed ordinance would approve a lease for property that sits within King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. The parcel is owned by the United States Department of the Army, Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Seattle District. 

BACKGROUND 

According to materials provided in the transmittal package, King County has been a long-standing lessee of this property with records dating back to 1994.  Council approved the most recent lease in 2017 via Ordinance 18542. Since that time, the USACE required that the County execute a new lease template. 

ANALYSIS

Summary of Lease Terms.  The table below provides the relevant lease terms.

	Total Area
	
3.37 Acres.


	Base Rent Costs
	
No price per square foot provision.
Operating costs are $1,000 annually and include: 
· Trail maintenance; 
· Litter and garbage pickup; 
· Drainage maintenance; and
· Road repair.

	Term
	
5 years




According to Executive staff, the new lease template required by the USACE contains fewer restrictions and reporting requirements for the County and improves operating conditions for DNRP.  Specifically, the new USACE lease template removes the requirement to complete and submit an annual Plan of Operations and Maintenance.

Consistency with County Code.  As provided in K.C.C. 4.56.186, in leasing real property for use by the county, the Executive shall assess the needs of county departments and agencies and determine which real property best meets such needs.  Executive staff state that the Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park is one of the largest and most heavily used parks in the King County Parks system and that the site leased from the USACE further enhances the park experience by providing public access for recreational activities such as hiking and horseback riding.

Timing Concerns.  None.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0028
a. Attachment A. Lease Amendment
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Property Summary
4. Fiscal Note
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