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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES & UTILITIES COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	10
	DATE:
	September 9, 2004

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2004-0353
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope


SUBJECT:  
Proposed Ordinance relating to the transfer of the South Park Farm to the City of Seattle. 

BACKGROUND:

In response to the county’s current fiscal crisis, the county budget for the Department of Natural Resources and Parks assumes that in-city parks, pools and community centers have been or will be transferred to the appropriate city, or mothballed.  Additionally, county parks within the potential annexation boundaries of cities are also under consideration for transfer to those cities.  Discussions between the Executive and the City of Seattle for the transfer of the South Park Farm ensued, and the proposed intergovernmental land transfer agreement to accomplish the transfer has been recommended.
South Park Farm

The South Park Farm is located in the City of Seattle on the border of unincorporated King County at 5th Avenue South and South Cloverdale Street.  The park is comprised of three parcels totaling 8.68 acres, 3.8 of which is undeveloped open space.  Part of that open space includes a 250 foot stretch of Hamm Creek.  That portion of Hamm Creek was daylighted for salmon habitat restoration in 2002.  Approximately 4 acres of South Park Farm are devoted to a P-Patch community garden that is actively in use by the local community.  
The South Park Farm was acquired by King County through two purchases.  The orginal farm portion was acquired in 1992 for $190,000.  The open space portion was acquired in 1998 for $256,500.   The purchases were backed by 1989 open space bond proceeds.  As found in the fiscal note attached to the ordinance, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks will be able to reduce their operations and maintenance expenditures by approximately $2,000 per year upon completion of the transfer.
Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement

The intergovernmental land transfer agreement for the South Park Farm is standard in nature to the numerous park transfers that the County has undertaken in recent years.  Key elements of the agreement are summarized below:

· Within 30 days of the effective date, the county conveys to the City of Seattle all its ownership interest in the properties.
· The park will continue to be used for open space and passive recreation purposes, or replaced with property of equivalent value in accordance with the open space bond covenants found in Ordinance 9071 (1989).
· Any differential fees charged to non-city residents for use of the park must be reasonably related to the costs borne by city taxpayers for operating and maintaining the parks.
· Standard provisions addressing conditions of the property; indemnification and hold harmless; environmental liability; audits and inspections; and similar provisional language is included in the proposed interlocal land transfer agreement.

The City of Seattle Council is currently reviewing the intergovernmental land transfer agreement and is expected to approve the ordinance by the end of September concurrent with the time frame anticipated for King County, should the ordinance be approved.
Discussions with the local South Park Farm community groups have taken place over the past two years to address any issues that might arise as a result of the transfer.  The King County Parks and Recreation Division is currently working with the City of Seattle to introduce the community groups to the City of Seattle staff when the transfer is completed.

This ordinance was advertised for public hearing to be held on September 27th, 2004.
AMENDMENT:

A title amendment (T1) has been prepared to make a technical correction to the title of proposed ordinance 2004-0353. 
INVITED:

Grover Cleveland, Government Affairs Officer, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Kevin Brown, Capital Projects Supervisor, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHED:

1. Title Amendment T1 to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0353
2. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0353

3. Attachment A, Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement

4. Executive transmittal letter dated July 12, 2004

5. Fiscal Note

6. Public Hearing Notice

7. News Release

8. Map of South Park Farm

