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SUBJECT:   A motion requesting the King County executive and department of natural resources and parks assess and report on public education activities recommended to be coordinated with the state Department of Ecology and local jurisdictions to implement state-issued Phase I and Phase II stormwater permits. 

BACKGROUND:  

Previous briefings and Briefing 2007-B0159 to the Regional Water Quality Committee regarding impacts to water quality via stormwater discharges to streams, lakes and estuaries such as Puget Sound have highlighted the need to inform and educate the general public and businesses regarding this relationship.   In particular, it is noted that the public and businesses need to understand the new NPDES permit requirements, related regulations, and the role the public can play in preventing toxics and other inappropriate materials entering the stormwater system.
Effective February 16, 2007, the new Municipal Stormwater permits require the newly regulated municipalities and other public entities to adopt ordinances or otherwise develop and implement stormwater management systems that include, at minimum: public education and outreach; public participation; illicit discharge detection and elimination; stormwater runoff control from new development, redevelopment, and construction sites; and pollution prevention.
Per the permit requirements that counties and cities coordinate activities, plans and public education – there is already a monthly meeting of a group currently comprised of staff from the cities of Bellevue, Bothell, Burien, Duvall, Everett, Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Mill Creek, Newcastle, Pacific, Redmond, SeaTac, Shoreline, Tacoma and counties including King, Mason, Pierce, Snohomish and the Department of Ecology.  They are assessing current participation or initiation of public education activities ranging from “landscaper education” programs to school programs, LID education for stormwater professionals, pet waste education, salmon watchers to car care instruction (including car washing kits), etc.
As noted in a previous report, staff anticipate that there may be a concerted effort to link up and ensure consistent public education regarding best management practices that span a range of activities that can affect stormwater and water quality – all tied to the new stormwater permit requirements and the efforts to address the health of Puget Sound.  

King County Water and Land Resources staff at the Department of Natural Resources and Parks  are already providing much of the support and local coordination of activities and meetings, including sponsoring “brown bag” lunchtime presentations for staff and electeds – on topics such as “Managing Stormwater for Healthy Salmon Populations in Puget Sound”.  

The committee expressed interest in a motion to direct or request that the Department of Natural Resources and Parks report on how public education activities are being coordinated and implemented as well as their best recommendations for effective outreach regarding stormwater and related issues such as car washing, hazardous waste disposal and pesticide use in landscaping.   A draft of the proposed motion was attached to the previous staff report for Briefing 2007-B0122. 
SUMMARY:  

Proposed Motion 2007-0401 (Attachment 1) requests the Executive and Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) to assess and report on public education activities recommended to be coordinated with the state Department of Ecology and local jurisdictions to implement and follow through on the requirements of Phase I and Phase II NPDES stormwater permits.  
Since the committee had been particularly interested in best management practices for domestic and commercial car washing activities – the motion also requests the Executive and DNRP to work with local jurisdictions to evaluate public education opportunities and explore potential incentives and disincentives for adhering to best management practices related to car washing and provide recommendations to the council regarding coordination and consistency in public education around these activities.
ATTACHMENTS:     
1. Proposed Motion 2007-0401
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