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The Honorable Larry Gossett






March 28, 2011
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

In accordance with King County Ordinances 15949 and 16262, enclosed with this letter is the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) Third Annual Report covering the period October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010.  This report provides an overview on the implementation of the programs and services supported with the one-tenth of one percent sales tax revenues approved by the King County Council to improve access to mental health and substance abuse treatment, and therapeutic court services for people in need.
Ordinance 15949, adopted by the Council on November 13, 2007, authorized a sales tax collection to support the MIDD.  In calling for an annual report on implementation and progress, the Council included specific requirements:
Prepare and submit, by April 1, an annual summary report for the programs supported with the sales tax revenue for council review and acceptance by motion.

The annual report for the MIDD, shall include:

a) a summary of quarterly report data;
b) updated performance measure targets for the following year of the programs;

c) recommendations on program and/or process changes to the funded programs based on the measurement and evaluation data; 

d) recommend revisions to the evaluation plan and processes; and 

e) recommend performance measures and performance measurement targets for each mental illness and drug dependency strategy, as well as any new strategies that are established.  New or revised performance measures and performance measurement targets for the strategies shall be identified and included in the April 1, 2009 annual report and in each annual report thereafter.
This Third Annual Report provides updates on each of the above areas, including a summary of progress within each of the five identified overarching policy goals.

The MIDD Oversight Committee, Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division staff, and Office of Performance Strategy and Budget staff have always focused on the goal of ensuring that the sales tax revenue spending is efficient and effective.  However, the lingering economic crisis provides significant challenges for MIDD planning and implementation.  These challenges include a continuing reduction in local sales tax revenues, reductions in state funding for mental health and substance abuse treatment services, and supplantation issues.

A great deal of work has been completed.  I am confident in the abilities of our oversight committee members, County staff, and dedicated stakeholders to respond to the challenges ahead and keep planning and implementation moving forward.  Continued implementation of the MIDD action steps will help youth and adults with mental illness and chemical dependency access the treatment and support they need to live safer, healthier, and more productive lives in our communities.
This report is being submitted to the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee of the Council.  It is estimated that this report required 1,282 staff hours to produce, costing $64,509.
Please feel free to contact Jackie MacLean, Department of Community and Human Services Director, at 206-296-9100 with any questions you may have.
Sincerely, 

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

The Honorable Judge Barbara Linde, Presiding Judge, King County District Court/ 
   MIDD Oversight Committee Co-Chair
Shirley Havenga, Chief Executive Officer, Community Psychiatric Clinic/MIDD Oversight Committee Co-Chair

Joe Woods, Council Relations Director, King County Executive Office
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget
Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

Amnon Shoenfeld, Division Director, Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division, DCHS
