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Brief Background:

Conservation Futures Levy 

The King County Conservation Futures tax levy (CFT) is funded from a dedicated portion of all property taxes collected in King County. Each year King County allocates CFT funds for the purchase of open space lands and conservation easements in both rural unincorporated King County and in cities throughout the county. King County’s Conservation Futures Citizens Committee works each spring to perform an annual review of applications for CFT funds from both city and King County agencies. The Committee makes a recommendation for the funding of open space acquisitions to the King County Council and Executive, which approve the projects by ordinance. CFT projects are required to have dollar-for-dollar matching funds as a way to leverage their effectiveness and promote the participation of other city, state and federal agencies. This year there are over 17 million dollars in requests for an estimated nine million dollars in available CFT Funds for fiscal year 2015. All park and open space lands acquired with CFT funds are required by state law to be on a voluntary basis from willing sellers.

King County Parks Levy / Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund
	
	In August, 2013 King County voters approved a ballot measure to fund a six-year levy to help fund operations and capital projects for the King County Parks Division. The levy includes funding for open space and trail acquisition projects. The Conservation Futures Citizens Committee is directed by the King County Council and Executive to make recommendations for open space acquisitions funded with these Parks Levy funds so King County can more effectively coordinate its open space acquisition funding. There is approximately $6 million per year in Parks Levy open space and trail acquisition funding available for the six year period between 2014 and 2019. Several King County project applicants have requested equal amounts of CFT and Parks Levy funds this year, but since cities also receive a significant portion of the CFT funds, there is generally a greater amount of Parks Levy funding available for the King County projects than there is CFT funding available. In two cases, the Mitchell Hill Forest Additions project and the Island Center Forest Additions project, the Committee has recommended higher levels of Parks Levy funding than was requested, to help balance out overall funding needs. King County Parks Levy open space acquisition funds, like CFT funds, may only be expended on acquisition projects that have willing sellers.


The Committee’s application review and recommendation process 
	
Applications for fiscal year 2015 CFT and Parks Levy funds were forwarded to the Committee by the deadline of March 13, 2014. In late March, the Committee met to conduct its initial review of the applications, and that meeting was followed by six weekend and evening field trips to each of the application sites. On each site visit the applicant met with the Committee members to briefly summarize the application, answer additional questions, and most importantly, let the Committee members see the site directly. The Committee held two additional afternoon/evening meetings to complete their discussions of the individual projects, to get answers for any final questions, and to recommend project funding. The Committee’s review includes determining the open space resources and benefits of proposed projects, and consideration of the likelihood of success for the completion of the projects. This criteria-based evaluation considers the threat of loss of projects if they are not fully funded at the requested funding levels, local support or potential opposition to a proposal, unmet open space needs, equity and social justice goals, and how the overall funding package is balanced geographically. This year there were 41 applications overall, tying last year’s record number. The suburban cities submitted ten applications, Seattle submitted six, and King County agencies again submitted 25. 

Available funds do not meet existing needs and opportunities to complete a regional vision of protected stream and river systems, farms, forests, trails, greenways and green spaces.

An overriding theme from this year’s annual CFT and King County Parks Levy funding round is that there is a demonstrably greater need for funding than available funds can satisfy. This is evidenced in a result from this year’s funding round that surprised the Committee members: all of the projects that applied for funding are recommended to receive at least some level of funding. Almost none of the projects are recommended to receive all that they asked for, because most of them consist of multiple parcels and the Committee typically could only recommend funding that would get the top one or two properties with the greatest likelihood of a successful transaction. A few projects received recommendations for only modest levels of funds, because they are less ready-to-go, or have a lower imminent threat of loss. While many Committee members had one or more projects they might not have recommended for funding, collectively, the Committee members found a majority of support for all of the projects that they reviewed. This was the first time this has occurred, and it indicates that there is a high level of quality in the proposed projects. 

About one third of the applications are for ongoing, multiple-parcel projects that have in prior years received funding. Several of these have willing sellers, but there is not enough available funding to purchase all of the properties. There are also a few larger, regionally significant and more expensive properties that are available for sale, but they must be acquired in a short time frame. The result is that to acquire the range of properties identified in salmon conservation plans, local parks plans, and critical gaps in King County’s visionary parks and open space system, more funding is needed in the near term, beyond our annually available funds, particularly for the more expensive properties. With the economic recovery and continued in-migration into our region, the next decade will be critical and possibly decisive for substantially completing and permanently protecting our remaining farms and forests from development, for permanently preserving and restoring our river corridors and regional greenways, and for completing or providing access to our trail systems. The Committee notes four projects in particular that it would like to see as a first priority for any additional funds that possibly become available this fall or early next spring. The projects are the Kubota Garden Greenspace in Seattle, and King County’s Upper Bear Creek, Patterson Creek, and Soos Creek Park and Trail Addition. 


Continuing the pursuit of equity and social justice goals  

	This year the Committee continued to focus on how the applicant projects address King County’s equity and social justice goals regarding the acquisition of natural resource lands and open space, urban green spaces, and trails. While many of the applications presented to the Committee are primarily habitat conservation lands with a goal of protecting natural resources, where appropriate these lands do offer free access to our streams and rivers, mountains and greenways, or fish and wildlife preserves. In our cities CFT funds help acquire green spaces, greenbelts, and community gardens, which are typically located in neighborhoods with open space deficits and unmet needs.

In south Seattle, the Committee is recommending funding for a forested buffer addition to Seattle’s Kubota Garden, a regionally and culturally significant Japanese garden in an underserved area. In Seattle’s north end, a new greenspace directly across from the front of Roosevelt High School will create a public greenspace in a rapidly growing neighborhood, and will preserve a view of the historic front of the school. Also in north Seattle’s Greenwood neighborhood, CFT funding is recommended for an inholding property within Greenwood Park, which is next to a Boys and Girls Club and is a favorite for families with young children. In Tukwila, on the Duwamish Waterway, funding is proposed for a tidal basin restoration project that will offer access to nature on the Duwamish, and will link to the Green River Regional Trail in a neighborhood that has over 100,000 daytime workers in the area. Further upriver on the Green River in Kent, an addition to Van Doren’s Landing Park will provide greater access to the river and to habitat that will be improved on the river. The park is used by a diverse spectrum of local residents. In the northeastern part of King County near the city of Skykomish, the Committee is pleased to recommend funding to begin acquisition work for a vision to provide more public access to the Skykomish River and its headwater tributaries, and to protect the remaining natural resources in the near the city. This area has only received CFT funds once previously. There are two trail-related projects in and adjacent to Covington that will provide public access for outdoor recreation in that rapidly-growing city. It should also be pointed out that while the majority of King County’s natural lands are located in unincorporated King County, many of the county’s lower income residents live in that area. For example, projects in the Green River system, or on the Tolt River, provide access to rural lower-income residents for family picnic outings, fishing, and trail biking or hiking. CFT and the King County Parks Levy also funds trailhead projects that are accessible by public transit, for example in the I-90 corridor, including this year’s Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Partnership trailhead project near North Bend. 

	The Committee once again thanks King County and its cities for their continued support of the many visionary efforts to preserve our natural environment and to provide outdoor recreation opportunities that our region has to offer. These resources have attracted so many of our residents and businesses, and continuing our efforts to preserve them will help ensure our economic strength, our environmental health, our enjoyment of nature, and of course leave them for our children and those who live here in the future. 


Summary of the Committee’s Recommendations 



Suburban City Projects:

· Tukwila is partnering with King County to pursue a major 5.8-acre tidal basin restoration project in the Duwamish Waterway, just east of a Boeing office complex and adjacent to Tukwila’s planned river restoration project at Duwamish Gardens. CFT funding will provide an initial grant to attract other funding sources to participate in this regionally important project. 

·  In Shoreline, CFT funds are recommended for the acquisition of a woodland property that buffers Paramount Park, a headwaters of Thornton Creek, which flows south into Seattle and Lake Washington. 

·  Renton is recommended to receive reimbursement for half of the costs of its recent acquisition of property for access to the May Creek Trail, which connects to Lake Washington and Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. 

· Further upstream in the May Creek system, Newcastle will acquire property at the outlet of Lake Boren, next to Lake Boren Park. The project will improve lake access, buffer the park, and remove a low-lying driveway bridge that backs up water into the lake and causes shoreline flooding during heavy rains.  

· Kent is recommended to receive supplemental CFT funding to cover remaining costs for the acquisition of a 1.78-acre property on the Green River, immediately south of Van Doren’s Landing Park on Russell Road. The project will expand Van Doren’s Landing Park, which is on the Green River Regional Trail, and it will allow for restoration of habitat on the river as part of a levee re-construction that will widen the river channel and improve salmon habitat, a WRIA 9 priority.   
 
· Bellevue will add to its greenways and open space system with the acquisition of a mature, second growth forest property adjacent to Vasa Park, a small privately-owned waterfront park on Lake Sammamish that is open to the general public. The property has existing community trails and a small creek that flows into Lake Sammamish. 

· A  CFT grant will protect a 6.6-acre wetland property in Duvall that is the last remaining property between the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail and the Snoqualmie River within the city limits.

· The City of Snoqualmie is furthering its visionary and ambitious Riverfront Reach Park project with the acquisition of additional small inholding properties. The city is creating a linear waterfront park on the Snoqualmie River in its historic downtown and adjacent to the local high school. The park will also connect Snoqualmie’s historic downtown to King County’s Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail. 

· Issaquah is continuing its Issaquah Creek Waterways project by purchasing additional property on the creek, directly across Front Street from the Issaquah Pool. This will conserve habitat for federally-listed threatened chinook salmon, which now inhabit the creek following the removal of the Issaquah Hatchery water intake dam last year.

· Covington is recommended to receive additional funding to cover the costs of acquiring property on SE Wax Road, across from the future Town Center Park. The project will connect the planned high-density development at the Town Center with a planned in-city trails system, and it will also protect riparian habitat on Jenkins Creek, which is adjacent to the trail. 

Seattle Projects: 

· In the Roosevelt neighborhood of north Seattle, the city will attempt to purchase a new green space that faces the historic façade of Roosevelt High School. This neighborhood will be seeing a dramatic increase in density, due in part to its proximity of a planned light rail station.  
 
· In the Rainier Beach neighborhood in south Seattle, a forested 7.16-acre addition to the Kubota Garden Greenspace will help provide a buffer to the internationally-recognized Kubota Garden. The greenspace also contains Mapes Creek, which flows into Lake Washington.   

· A long-term .1-acre inholding with a small house in popular Greenwood Park at North 88th Street has been purchased by Seattle, which is seeking reimbursement for a portion of its costs. 

· In West Seattle, the Seattle Parks Department will acquire additions to two small local urban village parks on California Avenue SE. The first is an addition to Dakota Place Park, which will add additional greenspace to a park with a small, but popular community center that is located in a former Seattle City Light substation. The second will be a .28-acre addition to Morgan Junction Park, just north of Fauntleroy Way SW.

· Seattle will continue its longstanding efforts to protect Thornton Creek with purchase of a .39-acre inholding property just east of Lake City Way at NE 100th Street. 


Unincorporated King County Highlighted Projects: 

· The Committee’s largest project funding recommendation for one project this year is to complete the acquisition of a five-parcel, 216-acre site that is the largest unprotected property on Squak Mountain. The project is in collaboration between King County, the Issaquah Alps Trails Club, and the Trust for Public Land, which purchased and protected the property from logging and development last year. It is a mature second growth forest that is the headwaters to May Creek, and it provides trail access to the southwestern side of Squak Mountain. 

· On the Enumclaw Plateau and in the Snoqualmie Valley, the Dairies in King County/Transferable Development Rights (TDR) project will acquire additional development rights from some of the largest dairy farms in King County. The dairies are located in in King County’s agricultural production districts and are not currently protected permanently from development. The recent TDR interlocal agreement between King County and the City of Seattle will now allow TDRs from unincorporated King County farmland properties to be transferred into Seattle.

· King County’s Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) and TDR program are partnering to purchase development rights and FPP easement protection over farmland that straddles the City of Auburn/unincorporated King County line at the entrance to the Green River Valley on the Green Valley Road, just east of State Route 18. 

· Funding is recommended to connect the final gap in the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail, which extends from the Snohomish County line south to the city of North Bend, where it joins with the Cedar River Trail and extends to Rattlesnake Lake and the John Wayne Trail to Snoqualmie Pass. This project will acquire an abandoned rail bed for the trail, plus significant riparian habitat surrounding the historic Weyhaeuser Mill site. 


· A 21-acre property on Big Soos Creek south of State Route 18, containing high quality salmon and wildlife habitat, will serve as an extension of the highly popular Soos Creek Regional Trail. It is a community separator between the rapidly developing City of Covington and rural King County.  

· On Vashon Island, funding is recommended for King County to purchase conservation easements in partnership with the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust in the Judd Creek corridor. King County will also work to purchase inholdings and buffer properties at Island Center Forest.  

· Two important acquisitions are funded on Mitchell Hill, which is located just north of Interstate 90 and east of the unincorporated King County community of Preston. The first is an 80-acre property being surplussed by the King County Roads Division, and the second is a 4.37-acre inholding, the last of three adjacent parcels King County first identified for acquisition in 2010.

· This year in the Middle Green River basin, King County has identified three project areas where it will acquire land to restore riparian and wetland habitat. This work is in conjunction with levee repair and setback work being conducted by King County as part of the WRIA 9 salmon recovery Plan. 

· In the Snoqualmie River Watershed, funds are recommended for King County to continue acquiring inholdings in the Tolt River and Griffin Creek basins, which have some of King County’s highest quality riparian habitat for coho, chinook and steelhead. These multiple-year efforts are being coordinated by King County’s Water and Resource Lands Division, Rivers Division, and Parks Division to restore the natural river channel, protect riparian habitat, and provide appropriate access. 

· The Bass Lake/Beaver Lake conservation area complex, located on the southern side of the Green River near State route 169, is recommended to receive funding to acquire two critical areas that will link the complex together and connect it to public ownership in the Green River Gorge. These acquisitions will connect conservation properties previously acquired over the past ten years.  

· The Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Partnership project, with the help of Trust for Public Land, will begin acquisition of up to 134 acres of a highly visible mountainside forest on the eastern slopes of Rattlesnake Mountain, along Interstate 90 near North Bend. Funding will allow the project to be initiated with one or more of the four property owners in the project area. 

· Additional funding is recommended for the King County Parks Division’s Enumclaw Forested Foothills project, which has a goal of providing equestrian access to White River Forest in the Cascade foothills east of the City of Enumclaw. This is the third infusion of funding for this project, and King County is encouraged to select a site in the coming year. 

· In the Cedar River/Lake Washington Watershed, funding is recommended for a 20-acre forestry easement in the Upper Bear Creek headwaters. King County has now been protecting lands from development in Bear Creek’s headwaters for over 20 years.  
 
· There are ten more unincorporated King County acquisition projects discussed in the following pages that will permanently protect habitat, provide public trail access for outdoor recreation, protect scenic resources, and provide start-up funding to more fully develop certain proposals. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS


SUBURBAN CITIES

Bellevue - Bellevue’s Park and Open Space System 		$ 1,000,000	$ 800,000
Recommendation:  This is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel project to acquire remaining green spaces in Bellevue’s planned open space and greenways system. Bellevue’s first priority for this year’s funding request is to acquire a 5.75-acre property located at SE 38th Street. It is just north of I-90, and adjacent to Bellevue’s Norelius property open space. It is also adjacent to Vasa Park Resort, a privately-owned park on Lake Sammamish that is open to the public on a small daily fee basis. Vasa Park Resort owns the 5.75-acre forested upland property, and it has indicated that it is willing to sell the property to Bellevue. The site is a mature second-growth forest with community trails and a small creek flowing through it. Preservation of the forest habitat along this creek helps protect Lake Sammamish water quality. Bellevue has an excellent history of completing its CFT projects, and it has steadily found matching funds either locally or through other grant programs. This property will be an important addition to the Bellevue Greenways and Open Space System. Should Bellevue wish to use CFT funds to purchase any of the other properties identified on the maps in its CFT application prior to acquiring the first priority property adjacent to Vasa Park, the Committee will first review the city’s site proposal and King County would need to approve the property for funding. 

Covington - South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek Trail  	$ 662,979	$ 450,000
Recommendation:  This is a three-parcel project totaling 5.65 acres on the Jenkins Creek corridor in Covington. The project is located at a trail crossing on SE Wax Road, between a planned high-density development at Covington Town Center and a city-wide trail system that connects to other parks and open spaces. This part of Covington is currently underserved by parks, and the proposed trail system will link areas of the city to existing and proposed parks and trails. This project will also provide habitat protection along Jenkins Creek, which is parallel to the future trail and has coho and other salmonid species. This project received $200,000 in CFT funding last year and Covington is again requesting additional funds. The largest of the three adjacent parcels exceeds three acres, has a willing seller, and is the first priority for acquisition. The project is identified in Covington’s Comprehensive Plan, and Parks Capital Improvement Program, which both date back to 2006. Last year Covington lacked matching funds, but received an initial CFT allocation that has helped it move forward to seek a $500,000 State RCO matching grant. Covington is also pursuing other state and local grant funds, and while there is some uncertainty about amount of funds Covington will obtain from the State, it is an effort that should be supported. The total acquisition cost of all three properties is estimated to be in a range of over $1,750,000. Given that it has applied for and received a relatively lower amount of CFT funds in the past, Covington should be granted additional CFT funding, in recognition of the importance of the project. The recommended level of CFT funds, when matched, will fund the first one or two parcels in the project. The Committee also recommends that the release of these funds should be conditioned on Covington meeting its obligation to remove a structure on a previously-funded CFT project from several years ago that the city has yet to take down.



Duvall – Duvall Village Open Space   	$ 14,500	$ 14,500
	Recommendation: This project consists of a 6.67-acre open space inholding in Duvall’s McCormack Park on the Snoqualmie River. It will be acquired by Duvall for habitat conservation and floodway protection. The site is located adjacent to the popular Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail in Duvall, west of the Carnation-Duvall Road. The property is a scenic buffer to the trail, and with this acquisition the city will own all of the land between the trail corridor and the river within the city limits. It is mapped as floodway, which significantly reduces the acquisition cost, but ownership by Duvall will allow for better management of the park, including non-native invasive plant species like Himalayan blackberry. Use of the property will be limited to a non-motorized trail and wildlife viewing. Duvall has not applied for CFT funds recently and this project, owing to its low cost, should be fully funded. 


Issaquah - Issaquah Creek Waterways 	$ 500,000          $ 250,000 
	Recommendation: The Issaquah Creek Waterways project has been implemented by the City of Issaquah for over two decades. It has a goal of acquiring habitat along the creek within the city limits to protect the resource, and create an in-city greenway that enhances quality of life in the city. The stream is salmon-bearing, including threatened chinook. In the past year salmon have gained access to over twenty miles of upstream habitat on Issaquah Creek as a result of the removal of the water intake dam serving the Issaquah Hatchery. Thus, this in–city protection effort greatly benefits the work of King County to protect upstream habitat in the creek and its headwaters. King County has expended over $10 million on these upstream efforts since the late 1990s, and it will be doing more in the future. The combined efforts of King County and Issaquah have helped make Issaquah Creek conservation a Tier 1 WRIA 8 priority. Issaquah’s first acquisition priority property this year is the .59-acre Taylor property, which is located across Front Street (at Bush Street) from the city’s pool and community center. The property contains a large sequoia and frontage on the creek, and it will be restored with native plantings. There are willing sellers and Issaquah has available matching funds. This property is part of the city’s creek connectivity action plan, and the overall effort to protect Issaquah Creek has had strong community support for over two decades. If Issaquah cannot acquire the Taylor property, it should come back to the Committee and King County for review and formal approval of one of the other properties in its application. 


Kent - Holiday Kennel / Van Doren’s Landing Park Exp.   	$ 300,000	$ 200,000
Recommendation: Kent intends to purchase a 1.78-acre property located between the Green River and Russell Road, adjacent to Van Doren’s Landing Park. The acquisition is part of a larger effort replace an eroding levee along the river that could pose a risk for flooding in the future if not repaired and improved. The paved Green River Regional Trail, which travels between Tukwila and Auburn, runs along the top of the levee. The property recommended for funding is adjacent to the existing Van Doren’s Landing Park, a passive park with a large lawn that is used for picnics and social gatherings. The 1.78-acre property identified for acquisition is rented out to a large, privately operated kennel that will need to be relocated. There is currently a degree of uncertainty about the final site design of the property. Kent noted in its application that it intends to allow passive use recreation as an extension of Van Doren’s Landing Park, and also have a significant habitat edge to the river that benefits salmon species and other wildlife. The habitat restoration goal is also a Muckleshoot Tribe conservation priority. The levee setback project has not been fully designed, but it is expected that the main levee may be placed back along Russell Road, and that some or all of Russell Road could be moved or even removed, depending on the design. This site presents an opportunity to educate future park and trail users about balancing the various aspects of flood protection, passive recreation and habitat restoration. This project received CFT funding last year, and the level recommended this year should fully fund it, based on the updated information provided in this year’s application. 
 
Newcastle - Lake Boren Open Space Acquisition (original)   	$ 886,000 
						      (revised)  	$ 256,000	$ 256,000   
Recommendation: This project is a two-parcel, 3.52-acre park addition that will improve the connection to Lake Boren and Lake Boren Park. The properties are wooded with a wetland, and they contain the outlet of Boren Creek from the southern end of the lake. From there, the creek flows into May Creek about one mile downstream. The site contains two homes in poor condition that will be removed. There is a bridge across the creek that impedes high levels of water flow during storm events, and this back-up periodically causes nuisance flooding on the shoreline of the lake. Newcastle will remove the bridge to help correct and improve Lake Boren’s outflow. Removal of the homes will also allow for the removal of septic systems associated with the homes that do not meet King County Health Department standards. This will help improve the water quality of Boren and May Creeks. Newcastle will construct a boardwalk trail to access the lake and riparian forest wetlands as an added feature of the park, and this will offer additional opportunities for environmental education. Based on updated information, Newcastle adjusted downward the original funding request noted in its application for CFT funds, as noted above, and the Committee recommends fully funding the lower request amount.

Renton - May Creek    						$ 174,545	$ 174,000
Recommendation:  Renton’s May Creek project will acquire two small parcels totaling 1/3 of an acre, located at 114th Avenue SE. The purpose of the project is to provide a trailhead for access to the May Creek Trail and Greenway. The western part of the properties are primarily flat and a portion of that area will have a small parking lot for about half a dozen vehicles, while the wooded, sloped portion of the property to the east will remain in its natural state. Renton has an unmet need for a trailhead in this area, and it will primarily serve more local community residents on foot by providing a soft-surface trail that connects with the May Creek Trail. Renton noted in its application this year that a 2011 phone survey completed as part of the Renton Parks, Recreation and Natural Areas Plan identified trail use as the number one activity. Renton has also been working to restore and improve the natural habitat of the May Creek corridor, with significant volunteer efforts. Last year over 150 volunteers helped plant over 1,500 trees for an Arbor Day-Earth Day planting project. Renton has already acquired the property and is seeking reimbursement for up to half of its acquisition costs, which the Committee recommends.

Shoreline - Paramount Park Open Space Acquisition II    	$ 34,997	$ 34,997
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a .39-acre wetland forest buffer to Paramount Park in Shoreline. It is located west of 112th Avenue NE. Shoreline attempted to purchase this property for over a decade, and it was finally able to do so in October, 2013, so the requested funds are for reimbursement of half of the acquisition costs. Shoreline was previously allocated CFT funds to purchase this same property in 2007, but it was unable to acquire it at that time and had to relinquish the funds. The property is a buffer to Paramount Park’s southern portion, a wetland and forest complex that forms part of the headwaters of Thornton Creek, which flows southward into Seattle to its terminus on Lake Washington. It is an urban greenbelt in a residential neighborhood and it provides a walkable, close-to-home trail experience for residents of this high-density, single family home community. The need for additional open space resources is listed in Shoreline’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan, which was adopted in July 2011. Shoreline has limited opportunities to meet its unmet open space needs for natural lands, as there are few undeveloped, ecologically high-quality properties remaining in the city. There is an opportunity for restoration on the site, and Shoreline has conducted other restoration projects with volunteers on nearby areas of Paramount Park.  


Snoqualmie - Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach     		$ 1,247,600	$ 200,000
	Recommendation:  This multiple-parcel project has a goal of acquiring a passive riverfront park on the Snoqualmie River, between SE Northern Street and SE Fir Street, and from SE River Street to King County’s Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail in Snoqualmie. Over the past several years, Snoqualmie has acquired 32 parcels (46.25 acres) and over 6,300 feet of riverfront. The project is being undertaken in partnership with the King County Flood Control District (KCFCD) to purchase flood-prone homes in the FEMA-designated 100-year floodway, and to remove residences from harm’s way. Snoqualmie is also working with the King Conservation District (KCD) to restore and improve riparian habitat along the river. These properties, as well as vacant properties being purchased by Snoqualmie, will form a new riverfront access park that will serve as a scenic urban greenway. Snoqualmie has made steady progress purchasing properties with the CFT funds it has received in the past three years, and it is continuing to purchase remaining inholdings. The park is part of a larger trail vision that connects King County’s Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail with historic downtown Snoqualmie’s local restaurants and businesses, and with the antique trains of Railroad Park. This year’s funding recommendation will again help the project progress, with the CFT funds being leveraged by other matching funds. The first priorities for acquisition are the properties labeled “Tier 1” on the application map, and they are located on SE Park Street and on Park Avenue SE. The Committee feels that this project is of regional importance and it anticipates seeing additional Conservation Futures funding requests for the project in the future. 


Tukwila - Chinook Wind Acquisition    			$ 2,500,000	$ 750,000
Recommendation: This project has a goal of acquiring a 5.83 acre property on the Duwamish Waterway in Tukwila, which will serve as the setting for a future intertidal salmon and aquatic species habitat restoration project. The site is located adjacent to Tukwila Interurban Boulevard, at river mile 6.6 on the Duwamish. There is currently an aging hotel on the property that will be demolished as part of the project. The site is located on an area of the Duwamish that is listed as the highest priority for restoration in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. The primary purpose of the completed restoration will be to provide resting, feeding and cover for juvenile chinook that are transitioning from fresh to salt water, and to provide habitat for other related species in the estuarine ecosystem. This site is adjacent to the CFT-funded project known as Duwamish Gardens, which was acquired for a smaller habit restoration project, and it will enhance the benefits of that project. The Chinook Wind project site is also close to the CFT-funded Duwamish Hill Preserve, which is just upriver from Duwamish Gardens. Much of the Duwamish was converted in the past century to commercial and industrial purposes, which had a highly negative impact on the historic natural resources of the intertidal basin of the Green/Duwamish system. The resulting damage to the area’s natural resources has created a highly significant limiting factor in the life cycle of salmon runs, including steelhead and federally-listed threatened chinook. The Chinook Wind project site is currently for sale, and it presents an important opportunity, if acquired, to create more than two acres of off-channel habitat and an additional two to three acres of native tree and shrub plantings. This is part of a larger strategy to acquire and restore tens of acres of habitat in the highly impacted Duwamish Waterway. The property is located across the Duwamish from the Green River Regional Trail via the bridge on Tukwila Interurban Boulevard. Due to Boeing facilities and other area businesses, there is a daytime worker population of over 100,000 in the area, and many people currently use the trail and nearby park amenities on the Duwamish. The Committee feels strongly that there is a need to begin to make significant progress on the restoration of the Duwamish Waterway in support of the WRIA 9 salmon recovery plan. This recommended funding should serve as a catalyst to inspire and help motivate Tukwila and its regional partners to take advantage of the opportunity presented by this potential property acquisition.   

SEATTLE 


Seattle - Dakota Place Park Addition  				$ 375,000	$ 375,000
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a .13-acre property located immediately to the north of Dakota Place Park, at SW Dakota Street and California Avenue SW in the West Seattle Junction Urban Village. The existing park contains a restored, historic brick Seattle City Light power substation that serves as a popular local community center. The historic value of the building adds to the enjoyment of the park, but the amount of available outdoor greenspace in Dakota Place Park is limited to a small lawn area. The adjacent property will double the available green space of the park, which counts among its users many families with young children, and students from nearby schools. Seattle’s 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy identified 20 urban villages, within which at least half of the urban village was either underserved or not served at all by a neighborhood park. The West Seattle Junction is one of those urban villages. There is a small derelict shed or garage on the property being acquired that will be demolished and removed. 
	
Seattle - Greenwood Park Addition 	 			$ 100,000	$ 100,000
Recommendation:  There are two remaining inholdings within Greenwood Park in the Greenwood neighborhood of Seattle, and this project will acquire one of them. The property is located on Fremont Avenue North, at North 88th Street, and it contains a small house that will be removed. Seattle acquired the property in 2013 and is seeking reimbursement for a portion of the costs. Greenwood Park is a popular community park with a high level of use by families with young children. There is also a popular “P-Patch” community garden in the park that is adjacent to the property being recommended for CFT funds in this round. Greenwood Park was originally funded with CFT funds starting back in 1997, and it then received additional CFT funds in between 2002 and 2004. When the original main park property was acquired it still contained four adjacent inholdings, each with a small house, and Seattle acquired two of those about ten years ago. There are two remaining inholdings in the park, and Seattle has been waiting patiently to acquire them as they become available for sale. The Committee is pleased to see that Seattle was able to take advantage of an opportunity to purchase this property last year, and it is hopeful the final inholding can similarly be acquired in the future. 

Seattle - Kubota Garden Greenspace  				$ 500,000	$ 300,000
Recommendation: The Kubota Garden Greenspace project will acquire two forested inholdings that buffer Seattle’s Kubota Garden, an internationally recognized Japanese garden in South Seattle. The garden was initiated 87 years ago, in 1927, as a display garden by Fujitaro Kubota and the Kubota Gardening Company. The properties in this project are woodlands that provide a visual buffer that protects the intimacy of the experience of Kubota Garden. The properties are also part of the headwaters of Mapes Creek, which feeds the water features of Kubota Garden and then flows into Lake Washington. The woodlands of the Kubota Garden Greenspace are significant urban wildlife habitat in south Seattle. The properties are crossed by community trails that have been created informally by local residents who pass through the property. This project received $400,000 in 2013 CFT funds to purchase the southernmost of the two properties. Seattle has reached an agreement for the purchase of that property, but it was more expensive than originally estimated. Seattle is also discussing purchase of the second property, but has made less progress with that owner. The historic and cultural value of this project, as confirmed by its broad-ranging recognition, makes it a project of regional significance. Should additional funds become available this fall or early next spring, this property is a top priority for those funds. 

Seattle - La Villa Meadows Natural Area / Thornton Creek  	$ 300,000	$ 300,000
Recommendation:  Seattle has used Conservation Futures funds to acquire and protect habitat lands along Thornton Creek in North Seattle for over two decades. This project will acquire a strategic property, a .39-acre inholding located just east of Lake City Way, at NE 100th Street. The property contains a segment of Thornton Creek, a salmon-bearing stream, and it is habitat for spawning cutthroat trout that migrate up from Lake Washington each year. Thornton Creek is an important urban greenway in North Seattle, with 35 schools in its watershed. It serves as an outdoor laboratory for the Homewaters Project, based at North Seattle Community College, a collaboration between educators, students, local residents and decision-makers. It serves as an important local resource for outdoor education and helps connect urban children with a bit of nature close to where they live. There is a trail system on much of Thornton Creek on Seattle Parks’ streamside properties. Thornton Creek flows into Lake Washington at Mathews Beach Park, and protection of the water quality of the creek is also important to that of Lake Washington. Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) has partnered with the Parks Department on several projects to protect water quality and resource values on the creek, and it has acquired storm water easements for this purpose. Seattle Parks also partners on stewardship projects with the Thornton Creek Alliance, a longstanding community organization that has long-advocated preservation and protection of the creek corridor. This property is under contract for sale to Seattle Parks, which will be able to close on the purchase later this year. There is a house on the property that will be removed. 


Seattle - Morgan Junction Park Addition   			$ 700,000	$ 700,000
Recommendation: This project will expand Morgan Junction Park in West Seattle by acquiring an adjacent quarter-acre property. The original park site was funded with $475,000 in 2007 CFT funds. Seattle was also awarded $500,000 in 2013 CFT funds for this expansion, with the understanding that it would likely need additional funds, depending on the results of landowner negotiations. The Morgan Junction Urban Village community is underserved with open space, and Seattle Parks wishes to expand this small park to increase its utility, rather than find a separate park site. This acquisition will help Seattle meet goals of the 1993 Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan and 1994 Seattle Comprehensive Plan, which have a target of providing one acre of open space for every 1,000 households in a designated community. There is also a goal of providing open space within the Morgan Junction Business District. The park is directly across the street from a senior housing facility and it is highly visible from California Avenue SW, just north of Fauntleroy Way SW. The property has been the location of a dry cleaning business for many years, and Seattle will need to confirm all necessary cleanup of any remnant hazardous materials from the dry cleaning operation before the property is used for park purposes. The owner is closing the business, and Seattle has reached an agreement to purchase the site, which would otherwise be sold for multiple-unit residential development. The Morgan Junction Community Association supports the purchase of this open space, and they have formed a “Friends of Morgan Junction Parks” group to support parks and open spaces in the Morgan Junction community.  

Seattle - Roosevelt Urban Village Park     			$ 1,000,000	$ 1,000,000
Recommendation: A portion of the Roosevelt Urban Village in north Seattle has been upzoned due to its proximity to a planned future light rail station. This in turn will create a need for additional park space to accommodate the new residents in the neighborhood. As with its other designated urban villages, Seattle is attempting to keep pace with the provision of an acre of open space per 1,000 residents. There is currently a planned development pipeline of over 2,000 residential units in this urban village. The Seattle Parks Department and the local community have identified a quarter-acre property just south of Roosevelt High school on 14th Avenue NE at NE 65th Street. The Roosevelt Neighborhood Association is very active and it has long advocated the location of a park in front of Roosevelt High School, in part to preserve the view of its front façade, a defining local landmark. The site is currently a large lawn area, which is adjacent to a block where the development of large multiple-unit residential buildings will occur. It is also adjacent to a proposed green street/festival street for this urban village. The city is hopeful that it will be able to reach an agreement with the owner by the end of this year. Seattle intends to use matching funds that have been obtained through fines that were assessed for violations of the city’s Housing and Building Maintenance Code, which may be used for park provision. This will be a major new park for this community and the recommended level of CFT funding reflects its importance.  

KING COUNTY   

King County - Dairies in King County/TDR	               CFT:   $ 400,000  	$ 300,000  		  	   Parks Levy:    $ 0	            	$ 0
	Recommendation:  The Dairies in King County/TDR project has a goal of purchasing Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from dairy farms in King County’s Agricultural Production Districts (APDs) or from associated lands that directly support dairy operations. This multiple-year, multiple-dairy farm project is in collaboration with King County’s Farmlands Preservation Program (FPP) and TDR Program. The project received $500,000 in CFT funding last year and King County is seeking additional funds this year. The project scope includes two dairies in the Snoqualmie Valley APD and eight in the Enumclaw APD. Some of these are strategically located on the borders of the APDs, and strengthening their protection status will secondarily help leverage broader protection of the APDs. King County’s dairies have important economic, scenic, cultural and even strategic value to our regional quality of life, and they have been under strong conversion pressure in recent decades for a variety of reasons. The purchase of development rights can help provide support for dairies, but other broader solutions addressing the difficulties of farming in our region must also be pursued. As with other CFT and FPP acquisitions, all TDR purchases must be from willing sellers, and King County is working with the owners of four farms to conduct appraisals. The Seattle TDR agreement signed last year strongly emphasizes farmland TDRs, and this farmland protection project will help further the TDR program’s progress. The proceeds of King County’s TDR sales into cities will be revolved for the purchase of additional agricultural conservation easements, and like last year, these revolved funds will provide a subsequent match credit for the initial TDR acquisitions in this project. The Committee strongly supports farmland preservation and it encourages King County to make significant, continued efforts in this area. 


Snoqualmie Watershed

King County - Griffin Creek Natural Area		CFT:  $ 190,000 	$ 100,000
		 Parks Levy:  $ 190,000 	$ 100,000  
Recommendation:  The Griffin Creek Natural Area project is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel project that has a current target of acquiring 4.6 acres on three parcels of high-quality riparian habitat on Griffin Creek and East Griffin Creek Road. The Griffin Creek basin has been almost entirely restricted from residential development, because most of it is located within King County’s Forest Production District (FPD) zone in the Snoqualmie Tree Farm. The tree farm is protected from further development by a conservation easement purchased by King County a decade ago. This project is focused on streamside riparian properties in the lower two miles of the creek outside of the FPD, where King County set a goal of increasing habitat protection in King County’s Waterways 2000 program two decades ago. Griffin Creek has significant coho spawning grounds, as identified in the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan. This project is also listed in the WRIA 7 Three Year Work Plan. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has also identified Griffin Creek as critical habitat for proposed steelhead recovery efforts. This year the Committee recommends CFT and Parks Levy funding to complete the purchase of the Griffin Creek property funded last year, and then for the purchase of two additional priority properties on Griffin Creek, one of which is currently for sale. The home and structures from this two-parcel property will be removed, and the site will provide a restoration opportunity. The second priority property is vacant, and purchase of that parcel will prevent any new development from occurring. There is a third property, adjacent to the property funded last year, for which the Committee does not recommend funding, however should additional funds become available, or should the owners of one of the two higher priority properties be unwilling to sell, then this property should be funded with such funds. 


King County - Holly Farm Acquisition      (Original)	CFT:	$ 250,000   	
				       (Revised) 	CFT:	$ 80,000   	$ 25,000
					  Parks Levy:	$ 0		$ 0
Recommendation:  This project is located adjacent to King County’s Three Forks Park and Natural Area, on 428th Avenue SE and SE 92nd Street, east of the City of Snoqualmie. The project goal is to purchase between 25 and 42.8 acres in either fee simple ownership or an easement, for the purpose of improving the natural channel migration of the North Fork of the Snoqualmie River. The property is located close to where the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie joins the North Fork of the Snoqualmie. This parcel is the site of historic river channel migration, and the King County River and Floodplain Management Section is working to allow the river to flow within the historic channel, back on the property. The western portion of the property was historically used to harvest decorative holly, although it is no longer actively managed for that purpose. There are decades-old holly trees on the site that will be removed and replaced with native vegetation, since the trees are a significant source of invasive holly in the upper Snoqualmie Valley. Their removal will have a positive ecological impact by reducing the continued introduction of this nuisance invasive species onto other public and private lands. Several acres on the east side of the property are still in active blueberry farm cultivation, and it is expected that the owner may wish to retain that portion of the property. This property is part of a major wildlife corridor, including elk, with Three Forks Parks, nearby Meadowbrook Farm, and the State of Washington’s Mount Si Natural Resource Conservation Area. The property is also in the foreground of a regionally-iconic view of Mount Si, as seen from Three Forks Park, which makes it a regionally significant project. Since the application was made, King County has learned that the 42.8-acre parcel is prevented from further residential development, as it was created as part of a larger, cluster development subdivision. This will make the cost of acquisition significantly lower, and King County has accordingly reduced its funding request. The recommended funding level will provide for fee simple acquisition, if King County can reach an agreement with the owner. Alternatively, a flood protection easement may be acquired, which would have a lower cost of acquisition. This proposal is supported by the State of Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, and the King County Parks Division. 

King County - Middle Fork Snoqualmie N. A. Addition   CFT:   $ 175,000   	$   25,000
       Parks Levy:   $ 175,000	$ 175,000
Recommendation:  This project will fund a conservation easement on up to 80 acres at the entrance of the popular Mailbox Peak Trail in the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area. The property is located about six miles east of North Bend, on the Lake Dorothy Road. King County is partnering with the State of Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR), which will own the property, while King County will purchase the development rights and retain a trail and conservation easement over the property. The site qualifies as a TDR sending site, with the TDRs eligible to be transferred into the City of Bellevue under King County’s TDR agreement with Bellevue. The property lies between King County’s Middle Fork Natural Area and State DNR’s Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Resources Conservation Area (NRCA). This is a popular, regionally important Trailhead and keeping it from being developed is a high priority for State DNR and King County Parks. If developed, there would be a loss of forest cover, more forest fragmentation, and a significant diminishment of the outdoor experience offered by the Middle Fork Snoqualmie’s wild and scenic character. The area is also abundant with deep-forest wildlife such as cougar, black bear, bobcat and eagle, as well as migratory songbirds that require nesting areas in large forest blocks, like the western tanager. There is an urgency to protect the last remaining undeveloped properties in the Middle Fork, because the Lake Dorothy Road has recently been paved, allowing easier access for potential residential property owners. There has been a decades-long effort to permanently protect the Mid Fork Snoqualmie River from development. It has been headed by the Mid-Fork Coalition, and supported by the Mountains-to-Sound Greenway Trust, Washington Trails, and many other outdoor recreation and conservation groups too numerous to list. This project did receive $125,000 in 2013 CFT funds, and this year’s recommended funding allocation will get King County much closer to the overall funding it will need to purchase the property. The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is working with the landowner to gain a purchase and sale agreement for the property, and although an agreement with the land owner does not seem imminent, if TPL or King County is successful in gaining an agreement, the Committee will support the allocation of the remaining needed funds. 


King County - Mitchell Hill Forest Additions  	CFT:	$ 500,000  	$ 100,000
Parks Levy: 	$ 500,000	$ 750,000
Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring several parcels to link forested public land holdings on Mitchell Hill, which is located north of Interstate 90 near the unincorporated King County community of Preston. There have been several CFT and King County Parks Levy funding allocations to purchase inholdings, buffers and connector properties on Mitchell Hill in recent years, and for this year there are two main priorities. The first area is approximately 80 acres in two adjacent parcels being put up for sale by the King County Roads Division. These properties are located north of SE 62nd Way. They were originally purchased for gravel mining purposes, but they are not needed by the Roads Division. The parcels have second-growth forest and are part of a designated wildlife habitat network that includes species like cougar, bear, and over 80 species of migratory birds. The Mitchell Hill Forest contains headwaters for the Raging River, Patterson Creek, and Issaquah Creek Basin, all of which support salmonid species, including threatened chinook. The 80-acre property is also part of a proposed loop trail on Mitchell Hill that will ultimately be accessed from trailheads at Preston Ridge Forest on I-90, or from designated trailheads at Grand Ridge Park. This area is highly threatened with development and the Roads Division properties would likely be developed quickly if made available to the private market. The Roads Division is able to offer the properties to the King County Parks Division at a very attractive price, as they have owned them for many years, making this an opportunity that should not be lost. The acquisition of land to connect the Mitchell Hill Forest with Washington State DNR lands and with King County’s Preston Ridge Forest is a recommendation of the King County Parks Division’s Draft Mitchell Hill Forest Plan, and it is a key recommendation in the State DNR’s Concept Snoqualmie Recreation Corridor Plan. The other priority for this year’s recommended funding is a 4.37-acre inholding property with an older rental house. It is the last inholding that lies entirely within in the Mitchell Hill Forest, next to two other inholdings that were funded and purchased by King County in the past three years. There is a willing seller for this property. 

King County - Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Partnership  CFT:   $ 250,000    $ 0
               Parks Levy:   $ 250,000    $ 225,000
Recommendation:  This project will be conducted in a partnership between the King County Parks Division and the State DNR to support trail access to Rattlesnake Ridge and adjacent public lands owned by the two agencies. The goal is to acquire 134 acres of forested lands that are arrayed in a triangular shape, located at the toe of the 1,860-acre Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area, adjacent to Interstate 90 (I-90). The property is located at the end of 445th Way SE, immediately south of I-90 and west of North Bend, just off Exit 31 on I-90. The project is of regional importance, because it will provide needed trail access to this regionally significant open space. There are several trailheads along the I-90 corridor that are increasingly over-capacity for parking in the months when the weather is most favorable to hiking, and this trailhead area will provide another alternative. The northern portion of the project area is part of an important wildlife undercrossing on I-90, which serves wildlife traveling between Rattlesnake Ridge and Tollgate Farm in the Upper Snoqualmie Valley. The properties are also part of the scenic corridor along several miles of I-90 below Rattlesnake Ridge. There are four owners of nine parcels in this priority area, and King County will be working with the Trust for Public Land (TPL), which has secured options with the landowners that allow TPL to make offers based on appraisals. The options extend until early 2016, so the project funding can be accomplished over a two year period. The estimated cost of purchasing all 134 acres is approximately $1,000,000. The TDRs acquired from these properties will be placed in King County’s TDR Bank for later sale into the City of Bellevue, with which King County has a TDR transfer agreement. After such transfer, the funds resulting from the TDR sale will be used to purchase additional open space on other King County priority properties in the Mountains-to-Sound Greenway corridor.    
 

King County - Snoqualmie Valley Mill/Trail Link     CFT:	$ 650,000  	$ 100,000
Parks Levy:	$ 650,000	$ 550,000
Recommendation:  This new project will purchase approximately 350 acres in and around the historic Snoqualmie Mill site. The goal is to connect a one-mile missing link in the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail, and to preserve significant habitat and scenic values around the former mill site. The project will acquire an historic rail bed on the east side of the mill site for the missing trail link, and this will complete the 31.5-mile Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail from the Snohomish County line in Duvall to North Bend. The King County Parks Division has had a goal of acquiring this missing link for over two decades, but it has not had a willing seller. The rail line is the most desirable and direct trail route. An alternative route along SE Mill Pond Road has been considered, but it has long stretches of wetlands that would be expensive to mitigate and construct, and it is an indirect route, as opposed to the direct line offered by the abandoned rail bed. The historic Weyerhaeuser Mill operated near the City of Snoqualmie for decades, but it was closed down in the 1990s and has since been sold. It is now within the boundaries of the City of Snoqualmie and it will be developed as a commercial and higher-density residential project. The land surrounding the old mill site, including the old mill pond, is high quality wildlife habitat that has a seasonal elk herd and may other species. This project will secure that habitat, in addition to providing the trail connection. This funding recommendation reflects uncertainty about the total cost of the property, the availability of King County Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) funds that may be used for acquisition and design of the project, and the overall high demand this year from many worthy projects. If needed, this project could receive additional CFT and Parks Levy funds in a future allocation or re-allocation round. This is a project of regional significance, a high priority for the King County Parks Division, and it presents a unique and important opportunity that should not be lost. 



King County - South Fork Skykomish/Corridor         CFT:    	$ 50,000  	$ 50,000
Parks Levy: 	$ 50,000	$ 50,000
Recommendation:  This project will conduct exploratory real estate pre-acquisition work, including the funding of title and appraisal reports and preliminary landowner discussions for identified high-priority properties with passive outdoor recreational potential in a 12-mile corridor in the South Fork Skykomish River basin. Several potential properties are identified in King County’s South Fork Skykomish River Basin Restoration Feasibility Report, issued in 2013, and this project will explore the feasibility of acquiring and protecting them, as well as identify the suitability of properties for passive recreational river access. The project is located along and near US Highway 2, around the City of Skykomish, and it includes the area around the confluence of the Tye and Foss Rivers. The Skykomish Vision has been initiated by the nonprofit group Forterra, which is working with the City of Skykomish, King County, the United States Forest Service (USFS), and other public and nonprofit agencies. The next step for this vision is to identify roles that the various agencies can serve in the development of outdoor recreation land conservation strategies, and economic development in the Skykomish area. The area has potential to better serve as an outdoor recreation destination for people living relatively close by in the population centers of Puget Sound. There is also an opportunity to better protect the South Fork Skykomish River and its tributaries, which have high quality salmonid habitat for coho and threatened chinook in the Snohomish/Snoqualmie Watershed (WRIA 7). In March, 2014 the King County Council passed Motion 2014-0102, the “Skykomish Valley Economic Development, Recreation, and Natural Resource Conservation Initiative” which outlines objectives and a broad vision for this area. About 80% of the Skykomish area is located within the National Forest, which includes stands of old growth timber. The City of Skykomish has not applied for or received CFT funds previously, and only one CFT project on the Skykomish has been funded previously. In the next year, King County Parks will be evaluating the logistics of how it can best serve the area. This area is also a key component of the Stevens Pass Greenway along State Route 2, which parallels with the Mountains to Sound Greenway along I-90, and it is a highly scenic and important asset to our region. 


King County - Tolt River Natural Area 	CFT:  	$ 168,200	$ 100,000
	Parks Levy:   	$ 168,200	$ 100,000
	Recommendation:  This is an ongoing project to acquire multiple parcels on the Tolt River east of Carnation. The project will protect and restore riparian habitat and provide appropriate passive-use public access to the Tolt River. The application identifies 25.4 acres for seven high priority properties. The King County Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD) is partnering with the King County River and Floodplain Section, which serves the King County Flood Control District, to purchase properties with flood-prone homes, as well as other vacant properties necessary to allow for the moving of levees to improve and restore the natural flow of the river channel. After the levees are moved or removed, the quality of salmon spawning habitat improves, because the river channel has a wider area in which to flow and consequently, there is more gravel available for salmon spawning. About 20% of the chinook spawning habitat in the Snoqualmie River watershed is located there, and the project is identified in WRIA 7’s Three-Year Work Plan. It is also part of the NOAA-approved Puget Sound Recovery Plan. The lower Tolt River has the highest quality habitat for steelhead and chinook spawning in King County. It is also high quality wildlife habitat for large mammalian species like deer and elk, cougar and bobcat, black bear, and avian species including eagles and osprey, river-feeding birds like the American dipper and Kingfisher, waterfowl like common merganser, and migratory songbirds like warblers and flycatchers. In the past few years King County has been focusing on an area known as the San Souci reach of the river, which has a river levee that restricts the river flow and will be removed once the houses behind it are purchased and also removed. There is a handful of remaining properties to acquire in the reach, and this project will make them a first priority. King County Flood Control District funds have been matching CFT funds to buy homes on the Tolt River that flood, while CFT funds are available for acquiring vacant properties that are not eligible for the home-buyout funds. The Parks Levy funds provide a meaningful contribution that recognizes the needs and opportunities for appropriate passive river access for fishing and trails. Over the longer term, this project presents a very realistic opportunity to protect and restore the entire Tolt River corridor between the Snoqualmie River and the headwaters in the City of Seattle Watershed.  


Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed

King County - Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition      CFT:     $ 400,000	   $ 400,000
	 Parks Levy:  $ 1,050,837	$ 1,050,837 
Recommendation:  This is the second year of a significant funding request for a six-parcel, 216-acre acquisition project on the southwest side of Squak Mountain, east of State Route 900 (the Renton-Issaquah Road). The site is the largest undeveloped property remaining on Squak Mountain. It is an important second growth forest that contains headwaters of May Creek, and it is a critical connection between King County’s Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park and Squak Mountain State Park. The Trust for Public Land (TPL) stepped in last year to buy the property on behalf of King County, after a logging company had purchased it and planned to harvest 95% of the timber, and potentially sell 43 vested residential building lots. King County purchased the first phase of properties from TPL with CFT and Parks Levy funding allocated by King County last fall, and the King County Parks Division is seeking the funding needed to purchase the remaining property from TPL. The requested funds have been slightly revised since the original application was submitted, adding $10,000 to the CFT request for a request of $400,000, and raising the Parks Levy request from $1,000,000 to $1,050,837, to reflect an update in actual costs. There is significant public support for this project, including the Issaquah Alps Club, the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, King County Councilmember Dunn, and several local groups and individuals. This property is a scenic resource from many urban areas in southern King County. The property also provides views of Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains from its upper slopes. The King County Parks Division will provide a parking lot on the south side of State Route 900 for safe access to Squak Mountain, and this will reduce highway crossings from Whittaker Wilderness Peak Trailhead. The project will also allow for TDRs to be transferred into Issaquah, as authorized under the TDR Interlocal Agreement (ILA) that King County signed a few years ago with Issaquah.. This is a regionally important project due to its scenic visibility, habitat connections, and recreational trail networks on Squak Mountain and Cougar Mountain. King County has also identified an additional parcel across SR 900 that has recently become available for purchase and could be acquired for an improved corridor connection and safer road crossing options. Unfortunately there is just not enough available funding this year to additionally fund this property, but should additional funds become available, this acquisition should be funded. The property is currently assessed at $140,000, though it would need to appraised and there would be additional acquisition costs. 


King County - Emerald Necklace Trail  		CFT:	$ 0  		$ 0
 Parks Levy: 	$ 25,000	$ 25,000
Recommendation:  This project is supported by a partnership that includes King County, the City of Sammamish, and local non-profit groups. The City of Sammamish is working to create a continuous 28-mile trail that will circumnavigate the city and the unincorporated lands to the east. This project will fund land acquisition feasibility work that includes title and appraisal work and initial landowner discussions. There are approximately one dozen properties in the present project area, north and west of Soaring Eagle Park to Sammamish’s Evans Creek Preserve near State Route 202. This area is in unincorporated King County and it is a TDR sending area, with the TDRs eligible to be transferred into Sammamish. Funds from the sale of the TDRs can be recycled back into the area around Patterson Creek to purchase additional development rights. The area is also an identified wildlife network, Urban Growth Boundary, and headwaters for Patterson Creek. This grant will help in the development of a broader funding request that would likely be submitted next year.


King County - Issaquah Creek Conservation	 CFT:  $ 400,000 	$ 280,000
	   Parks Levy:  $ 400,000	$ 0
	Recommendation:  King County’s Issaquah Creek Conservation project is a several year effort to acquire conservation easements and fee simple properties on Issaquah Creek. The protect supports wild salmon runs, enhances habitat, and protects water quality in the creek and Lake Sammamish. It is also a wildlife corridor between Squak and Tiger Mountains, and Taylor Mountain Forest. This year’s request is a follow-up to last year’s funded project, which will purchase a 25-acre property on Issaquah Creek. The project scope was modified due to a bank repossession of a portion of that property. At its March, 2014 meeting the Committee recommended reconfiguring the project scope to include much of the original 25-acre scope, but omitting the northern portion and adding a southern portion that would conform to the property owned by the bank. This year’s application includes the remaining 14-acre parcel to the north, called “Hazan” in the application, as well as an additional 37.66-acre property on Issaquah Creek that is owned by the State of Washington DNR, and is located on the Issaquah-Hobart Road, just north of Tiger Mountain Road SE. At the time of this year’s funding round, the Hazan property, which contained a house, was under contract for sale to another private party and that sale has since closed. King County will pursue discussions for possible future acquisition of a conservation easement with the new owner of that property. 

For the 37.66-acre State DNR property, in March 2014 the Committee had previously recommended in its annual project progress report the allocation of $30,000 for an appraisal of the property. This was done so the appraisal work could be completed by late 2014. King County has a 50-year lease on the property, which it sub-leases to a cattle farmer who had previously leased the land from State DNR. King County has an option to fully purchase the DNR property on January 1, 2015, which it would like to do before it renews the lease with the current tenant. This will help ensure the provision of appropriate habitat protection buffers, as indicated on the map in the application. Currently, there are fairly narrow, informal buffers on the creek. With the removal of the intake dam for the Issaquah Hatchery, the middle and upper basin of Issaquah Creek has become an important part of efforts to help restore runs of chinook, which are  federally-listed as threatened, and other salmonid species including coho. King County has previously purchased development rights from the adjacent 120-acre cattle farm immediately to the north of this property, and is owned by the lessee of the State DNR property. Given the importance of Issaquah, Carey and Holder Creeks to chinook and other salmon species recovery, the Committee is concerned that the need for habitat protection must be appropriately and adequately balanced with the cattle grazing operations on the property, and it recommends funding for this acquisition to help ensure that King County accomplishes this goal.   

King County - Patterson/Evans Headwaters 	           CFT: $ 712,311  	$ 525,503
		 Parks Levy: $ 712,311	$ 704,163
Recommendation:  This project will acquire 160 acres of forest lands owned by the State DNR in the Patterson Creek headwaters, south of State Route 202 (Redmond-Fall City Road) near NE 18th Street. This mature second growth forest has multiple attributes, including being an important urban/rural separator north east of Sammamish, a scenic area visible from State Route 202. It contains a portion of the proposed Emerald Necklace Trail, and has the largest remaining unprotected headwaters of Patterson Creek, which is habitat for threatened chinook, and steelhead. The property contains a bog with abundant wildlife that could serve as a destination for environmental education by local schools. This is an important project that has received several CFT and King County Parks Levy funding allocations dating back to 2009. It has been a difficult negotiation, in part because the portion of the property that contains the high-value bog lies within the urban growth boundary, while the portion within unincorporated King County has access issues that affect the value. The recommended funding level for this year will meet the value of the property that was determined in a jointly-commissioned appraisal with State DNR that was funded by King County last fall. There is another 18-acre property included in this year’s application that is located further downstream on Patterson Creek along State Route 202. It has important riparian habitat and lies between two other properties owned by King County in the Patterson Creek Natural Area. The property has a willing seller who has been patiently waiting for King County to obtain funds, however, given the amount of funding recommended for the State DNR property this year, the Committee is not able to recommend additional funding for this property. Should additional funds become available this fall or early next spring, this additional property is a top priority for those funds.

King County - Ravensdale Retreat N. A. Addition     CFT:	$ 0  		$ 0 
		Parks Levy: 	$ 150,000	$ 150,000
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a 7.6-acre property that connects King County’s Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area with the 616-acre King County Sheriff’s Office/King County Sports Park parcel in the unincorporated King County community of Ravensdale. The property is located on SE Kent-Kangley Road, at 292nd Avenue SE. The parcel is being sold as surplus property by the King County Roads Division, and it provides a unique opportunity to gain the connection at a good value, as the Roads Division purchased the site many years ago. There are existing informal trails on the property and they connect to trails on both the Sheriff’s property and the Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area. The parcel is also an important wildlife corridor connection, as other properties along the Kent-Kangley Road have been developed into residential properties. While there is currently no formal proposal, it is possible that in the future the Sheriff’s Office/King County Sports Park parcel could come into King County Parks’ ownership. This project will preserve the last potential trail connection between large, regionally important open space assets in King County, from the City of Seattle Watershed to the Black Diamond Natural Area and beyond. This is a small but important acquisition and King County Parks Division is using great foresight to acquire it at this time.

King County - Taylor Mountain Forest Addition	  CFT:  $ 125,000 	$ 0
	   Parks Levy:  $ 125,000	$ 25,000
	Recommendation: Over the past 10 years, the King County Parks Division has been conducting an ongoing effort to acquire inholdings and adjacent parcels at the 1,700-acre Taylor Mountain Forest, which is located east of 276th Avenue SE in the unincorporated King County community of Hobart. Taylor Mountain Forest is the main headwaters of Issaquah Creek’s two main branches, Cary Creek and Holder Creek. It is adjacent to the City of Seattle Watershed and contains important wildlife habitat and forest resources in the Cascade Foothills. It also provides passive recreation opportunities for hikers, mountain bikers, and equestrians. The two most important inholdings at Taylor Mountain, which total 80 acres, were acquired after significant efforts with longstanding landowners over several years. Last year, King County submitted an application to acquire properties for trail connections to the southern side of Taylor Mountain Forest, but the Committee was not able to recommend funding due to a combination of landowner status and the allocation of significant funding to other nearby projects. This year’s project is a larger, multiple-parcel project that has several properties on Carey Creek and a 35-acre property on Holder Creek, adjacent to State Route 18, which is the first priority. Holder Creek is a salmon bearing stream and there are steep slopes above the property that if developed or clear cut for timber harvest purposes, could cause significant soil erosion into the stream. The 35-acre property also contains a portion of a loop trail that the King County Parks Division would like to have fully within public ownership. There is a willing seller, but there is not as much urgency as other applicant projects this year. The Committee recommends funding for and title and appraisal work, and preliminary negotiations, so that it can be considered for funding in the future in the future.


King County - Upper Bear Creek Waterways               CFT:  	$ 250,000	$ 0
	 Parks Levy: 	$ 435,000	$ 185,000
Recommendation:  This project is a WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan priority. The main stem of upper Bear Creek extends from the Snohomish County line downstream through King County’s Paradise Valley Natural Area, and then southward to the Woodinville-Duvall Road. Bear Creek is one of King County’s few high-quality salmon bearing streams that do not have headwaters in the Cascades, and it does not rely on snowpack that is likely to be diminished by global warming in the coming decades. King County, working with the Bear Creek Water Tenders citizens group, has protected many significant properties in these headwaters, as has Snohomish County on its side of the county line. There is still a significant amount of acquisition work remaining to complete the conservation vision for Bear Creek, and King County is working to acquire key properties as they become available. This year there are two properties in King County’s application. This first property was partially funded last year. It is a 20-acre parcel over which King County will purchase a forestry conservation easement. This will complete the first half (40 acres) of the purchase of a proposed 80-acre easement area that was identified by King County in the Waterways 2000 program two decades ago. It is east of Paradise Lake Road, just south of the first 20-acre easement parcel King County purchased from this landowner in 2012. The easement will allow trail access along a gas pipeline easement on the east side of the property. Upper Bear Creek has resident deer, black bear, rare fresh water mussels, and several amphibian species. The mussel population is diminishing, and protection of water quality is critical. The recommended funding will complete this second 20-acre forestry easement acquisition. The second property in the application this year is located on the south side of the Woodinville-Duvall Road, at 212th Avenue NE. This property has two parcels totaling 8.2 acres, with a modest house. Most of the property is wetland, and it is bounded by on three sides King County ownership, making it an inholding property. There is a longstanding owner who needs to sell the property and is willing to work with King County. The site is a restoration opportunity, as it contains reed canary grass that could be removed and the site could be restored with native plants species. Due to the strong overall demand and high quality of projects this year, the Committee is only able to recommend funding for the 20-acre forestry easement property this year, with the hope that the second  property will be available in the future, perhaps as a conservation easement that will allow for habitat restoration. Should additional funds become available this fall or early next spring, this property is a top priority for those funds.

Green River Watershed

King County - Bass/Beaver Lake Complex 	 CFT:	$ 662,500 	$ 100,000	
		Parks Levy;	$ 662,500	$ 600,000
Recommendation:  This project is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel effort that was first identified in the Waterways 2000 program 20 years ago. The overall effort is to protect a high habitat value, three-lake complex that contains Bass, Beaver and Dandy (aka Sinkhole) Lakes, and Cristy Creek. It is a highly scenic area from State Route 169 south of the Green River Gorge near Black Diamond. The Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake complex is also part of southern King County’s largest unbroken lowland forest habitat area, which also includes the Middle Green River basin from Kanaskat to Flaming Geyser State Park, and the lower Newaukum Creek canyon. The Bass/ Beaver Lake complex is identified in several plans, including the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, and the Near-Term Action Agenda for Salmon Habitat Conservation, the Last Best Places in the Green River Watershed report. The complex has high quality habitat for migratory song bird, elk, cougar, bear, eagles and salmonid species. This year there are several willing sellers, the most important of which is a 25.76-acre property that is a critical link in the overall complex. It lies just east of Beaver Lake on SE 383rd Way, and is mainly a field that will buffer Beaver Lake from development and will provide a critical trail connection. King County will restore this property with native forest species in an effort to improve Beaver Lake’s nearby habitat. The second priority area for funding is a four-parcel area that is a critical connection between the Bass/ Beaver Lake complex and the Green River Gorge State Park. These parcels have high habitat quality with mature second-growth forest with large Cedar and Hemlock. There are many stream seeps and steep slopes that render them difficult for housing development, and they should be of comparably lower acquisition cost. 


King County - Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead   CFT:  $ 450,000	  $ 25,000
          		Parks Levy:  $ 450,000	$ 200,000
	Recommendation: This project has a goal of acquiring a public trailhead area that can serve as an entry to the White River Forest in the Cascade Foothills, east of Enumclaw. Within King County, the White River Forest is over 43,000 acres in size, and it extends across the White River into Pierce County, totaling over 100,000 acres overall. The White River Forest was recently purchased by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe from its former owner, Hancock Tiber Resources. Prior to that sale King County had reached an agreement with Hancock to purchase the development rights (via a conservation easement) over the forest. The Tribe is considering whether it wishes to sell a development rights easement to King County, however, it has given a preliminary indication that it would continue to allow appropriate public access to the forest in the future. There currently are few places where the public can safely park to access the forest, which has long been used by equestrians under prior owners, and it is a priority for King County to provide such access. King County has previously allocated Park Levy funds for a potential site, with the leading candidate being a three-parcel, 240-acre property located on 295th Place SE, northeast of Enumclaw. This forested property is large enough to serve as a stand-alone equestrian site, and there are existing trails on it. The hope is that it can also be used to access the White River Forest, although such access would need to be coordinated with the Muckleshoot Tribe. King County Parks is working with a key partner, the Enumclaw Forested Foothills Recreation Association (EFFRA), and they have identified four potential priority trailhead areas near Enumclaw, but the county has yet to select a final location. The recommended funding for this year will help King County approach the owner of the 240-acre property to better determine their interest in selling. There is a private road into that site, and King County Parks would need to negotiate an access easement that would support public use. Should this property not be acquired by King County, the recommended funding will help bring the project closer to the purchase of an alternative site. This year marks the third time the Committee has recommended Parks Levy or CFT funding for this project, dating back to fiscal year 2010 funding. While the Committee recognizes there are factors that have understandably caused delays, it strongly encourages King County to develop a proposal for next year that identifies a specific, agreed-upon site for this important project.   




King County - Gateway to the Green APD (FPP/TDR)  CFT:  $ 400,000 	$ 300,000
   Parks Levy:  $ 0		$ 0
Recommendation:  The full name for this project is the “Gateway to the Green Agricultural Production District”.  It has a goal of permanently protecting from development up to 112 acres of farmland on the Auburn city limits that is in active production of row crops. The project is jointly sponsored by King County’s Farmlands Preservation Program (FPP) and TDR Program. The project is located immediately east of State Route 18, and it is the remaining unprotected portion of an overall block of 275 acres of farmland, the rest of which is permanently protected from development by FPP easements. The project area contains the highest quality agricultural soils found in King County, and when the Committee visited it in April, there was a soon-to-be-harvested crop of leeks in one of the fields. There are four parcels, one of which (9.25 acres) is located wholly within Auburn, a second parcel that is partially within the city limits, and a third that is located entirely within unincorporated King County. This project will therefore require more funding than if it was only situated in rural unincorporated King County. This is important farmland on the Urban Growth Boundary between Auburn and unincorporated King County, and it is therefore a high priority for protection. The development rights from the property are eligible for transfer into the City of Seattle under King County’s TDR agreement with Seattle. The project area is also adjacent to another wetland property that is part of the Middle Green River restoration project, for which there is also an application this year, but with different conservation goals. The recommended funding will allow King County to begin negotiations, to purchase development rights from one or more of the parcels, and to gain agreements on the other parcels that can be funded in a future allocation round. 
 

King County - Middle Green River Restoration	  CFT:  $ 457,500	$ 200,000
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 457,500	$ 200,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel, 60-acre project that will acquire land in up to three separate areas along the Middle Green River for the purpose of future habitat restoration and improved flood management in the Middle Green River Basin. The first proposed restoration area is located adjacent to the project described above (Gateway to the Green) just in back of the Green Valley Meats and Mini Market, a long-time business in the Green River Valley, on the SE Green Valley Road east of Auburn. This is an approximately ten-acre existing wetland situated east of the Meat Market that is currently characterized as containing a combination of native and invasive species. It will be restored to improve habitat quality and hydrologic functions for a rare remaining floodplain wetland in the valley. The acquisition costs for this site may be eligible for reimbursement if a wetland mitigation project is undertaken here. One of the large equipment storage sheds owned by the meat market may potentially be moved as part of this project. The second proposed restoration site is called the Porter Levee setback, located about a half mile to the east on the SE Green Valley Road. It has three potential parcels that would expand an existing planned restoration, and would become part of the Porter Levee Natural Area, which has a salmon bearing tributary and remnant river channel. The third restoration area is the Turley Levee Setback area, an Army Corps of Engineers-sponsored project that has two properties identified for King County acquisition. It is located on the western end of the 1,000-acre Green River Natural Area, which extends eastward for several miles to Newaukum Creek, near Flaming Geyser State Park. This restoration area contains a remnant river channel, riparian forest with cottonwood trees, shrub wetlands, and associated upland habitat. Together, the three restoration areas in this project all contain lowland wetland habitat and floodplain wetlands, much of which have been filled, drained or otherwise removed from the Green River Valley by human activity in past decades. The Committee recognizes that there will be other restoration projects proposed in the Middle Green River basin in future years and that together these systemic improvement efforts make this a project of regional importance. For this year the Committee recommends partial funding for this project, which should be sufficient to acquire one or two of the proposed sites and allow some of the wetland restoration projects to move forward. 
 
King County - Shadow Lake   				CFT:	$ 375,000  	$ 100,000	
  Parks Levy:    $ 0		$ 0
Recommendation:  The Shadow Lake project is the collaboration of the King County Parks Division and the non-profit group Save Habitat and Diversity of Wetlands (SHADOW). King County will purchase a conservation easement or easements over lands owned in fee simple by SHADOW or by private property owners who are supporters of SHADOW. The CFT matching funds requirement would be met through the additional dedication to King County of equivalently-valued conservation easements over SHADOW-owned properties. Shadow Lake has an adjacent high quality bog that is a remnant from the post-glacial period thousands of years ago. There are fewer than 100 bogs remaining in King County, and they can be severely impacted, if not totally destroyed by excessive siltation and nutrient loading from unchecked erosion and runoff. SHADOW has an environmental education center that annually serves thousands of Tahoma School District school children, as well as high school and university students. It educates them about the biological functions and importance of bogs, and of natural systems in general. The properties in the project area typically have restoration potential, and planting or habitat improvement projects are often incorporated into SHADOW’s educational activities, guided by the Shadow Lake Vegetation Management Plan (2007). The highest priority for this year is the shoreline on the southern end of Shadow Lake that contains an outlet for a tributary to Jenkins Creek, which drains into Soos Creek. While there is a lower urgency of threat for this project, it is important to support and keep moving forward the conservation efforts of SHADOW, and in preserving the high quality habitat around the lake in this rapidly growing area of southern King County. 


King County – Soos Creek Park & Trail Addition 	 CFT:	$ 400,000  	$ 200,000	
  Parks Levy:    $ 400,000	$ 400,000
Recommendation:  In 2013 the Committee recommended, and King County approved, funding for appraisals and title reports to investigate alternatives for extending the Soos Creek Regional Park and Trail, and for providing better local access to it. The first identified priority is a twenty-acre property (a 19.8-acre parcel plus a one-acre parcel) located south of State Route 18 at SE 288th Lane. It is an aging Christmas tree farm near the end of its current rotation of salable trees, with a few younger trees more recently planted. The site contains high quality habitat along Big Soos Creek, in addition to land for a trial corridor. Big Soos Creek contains salmon species, and though its ecological quality is impacted from urban development in the headwaters and a hatchery further downstream, it has high quality wildlife resources and a highly popular regional trail. This property is a community separator between the rapidly developing City of Covington and rural King County to the south. The property will likely be listed for sale in the near future if King County does not purchase it, so it will be threatened with development. The recommended funds should be sufficient to purchase the property, but if it is determined to have a greater value than currently estimated, then additional funds should be allocated to it in a future funding round. There is a second property further north at SE 251st Street and 15th Avenue SE in the application for this project for which the Committee is not able to recommend funding, owing to the strong demand this year. Should additional funds become available, this project should receive funds for acquisition of the second property.   



White River Watershed 

King County - Boise Creek Restoration   (Original request)  CFT: $ 90,000   
   					       	     (Revised) CFT: $ 25,000   	  $ 25,000
          Parks Levy: $ 0		  $ 0
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a six-acre conservation easement to allow for riparian habitat restoration along Boise Creek, south of Warner Avenue and west of 268th Avenue SE. Boise Creek is one the two highest quality salmon bearing streams in the Puyallup/White River system, containing one of two spring chinook runs in south Puget Sound, as well as coho, pink and sockeye salmon. Much of the creek flows through agricultural areas, where it has been straightened and placed into narrow channels that have removed pools and back channels necessary in the salmon life cycle for spawning and juvenile rearing. The White River spring chinook run is listed as critical and the White River steelhead run is listed as depressed in a 2002 Washington State Fish and Wildlife (WDSW) Salmon Stock Inventory for the system. There are several plans that support restoration efforts on Boise Creek, including the Boise Creek Rapid Rural Reconnaissance Report (2004), the WRIA 10/WRIA 12 Salmon Habitat Protection and Restoration Strategy, and others. Boise Creek has very high summer temperatures, which harms salmonid species, and the project will provide increased shading from native streamside plants. The project is located on an active dairy farm, just south of the City of Enumclaw’s southern urban growth boundary with the unincorporated King County Agricultural Production District (APD). This project can serve as a pilot project to demonstrate quality stream habitat restoration that works in conjunction with active farming. The area for the restoration work is at the toe of a hill and is not being actively farmed. It also is not developable under the current zoning. The original funding request in the application was reduced based on updated property value information that became available after the application was submitted. 

Vashon/Maury Island

King County - Island Center Forest Additions	CFT:  $ 250,000  	$ 100,000
	 Parks Levy:  $ 250,000	$ 350,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project to acquire forested inholdings and additions to King County's Island Center Forest on Vashon Island. Island Center Forest is an important aquifer recharge area for the Island. It contains two large ponds and forested headwaters of Judd Creek, which flows south into Quartermaster Harbor. The overall project scope is 97.5 acres with nine parcels. The first priorities for acquisition for this year’s funding request are a 20-acre inholding, bordered on three sides by public ownership; and ten acres on the south side of the forest, including a five-acre fee simple property with a portion of Judd Creek, and an adjacent five-acre conservation easement under the same ownership. The northern parcel is located off 115th Avenue SW. It is a long- sought inholding that has a community trail system in place, and it is adjacent to the Mukai ponds. The two southern 5-acre parcels are located north of SW Cemetery Road, and west of 115th Avenue SW. King County and the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT) have a goal of creating a trail from Island Center Forest down Judd Creek to Quartermaster Harbor. There is longstanding local support for this acquisition from several non-profits, including VMILT, the Vashon Forest Stewards, Vashon-Maury Audubon, the Vashon Parks District, the Vashon Sportsmen Club, the Vashon Horse Association, and other citizens and neighbors. The recommended funding should allow for acquisition for the 20-acre northern property and the two 5-acre parcels to the south.


King County – Judd Creek	  CFT:  $ 160,000  	$ 160,000
	Parks Levy:  $   40,000	$   40,000
	Recommendation:  This project has a scope of acquiring conservation easements on up to six parcels containing high quality riparian habitat along Judd Creek on Vashon Island. The first priorities are three parcels on 111th Avenue SW. The project continues King County’s partnership with VMILT, which has managed to obtain an impressive level of private funds for preservation in the Judd Creek corridor in recent years. King County has purchased conservation easements from VMILT-owned lands on Judd Creek, and the vision of a permanently preserved corridor and trail along the creek from Quartermaster Harbor to Island Center Forest is making significant progress. Judd Creek has the largest salmon runs on Vashon and Maury Islands, and it is the largest single fresh surface water source for Quartermaster Harbor. This project will protect existing high-quality riparian habitat, and it will allow for the restoration of habitat along the creek. VMILT has been conducting such restoration work on properties it has acquired, and it will continue to do so. The recommended funding will allow this project to make progress, though the funding need is greater than what is available to fully meet it. 
		Funds     	 	Funds   
Applying Jurisdiction  -  Project                        	Requested	Recommended          

King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

Summary of FY 2015 CFT and King County Parks Levy (Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund) 
Funding Recommendations



	Jurisdiction/Location
	Project Name
	CFT Funds  Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Requested
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Recommended
	Acres
	Council
District

	SUBURBAN CITIES 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bellevue
	Bellevue’s Park and Open Space System
	$ 1,000,000
	 $         800,000 
	NA
	NA
	5.0
	6

	Covington
	South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek Trail
	$ 662,979
	 $         450,000 
	NA
	NA
	5.65
	9

	Duvall
	Duvall Village Open Space
	14,500
	 $           14,500 
	NA
	NA
	6.67
	3

	Issaquah 
	Issaquah Creek Waterways 
	$ 500,000
	 $         250,000 
	NA
	NA
	11.45
	3

	Kent
	Holiday Kennel / Van Doren’s Landing Park Exp.
	$ 300,000
	 $         200,000 
	NA
	NA
	1.78
	5

	Newcastle
	Lake Boren Open Space Acquisition 
	$ 256,000 
	 $         256,000 
	NA
	NA
	3.52
	9

	Renton 
	May Creek 
	$ 174,545
	 $         174,000 
	NA
	NA
	.33
	9

	Shoreline
	Paramount Park Open Space Acquisition II
	$ 34,997
	 $           34,997 
	NA
	NA
	.39
	1

	Snoqualmie 
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach 
	$ 1,247,600
	 $         200,000 
	NA
	NA
	11.14
	3

	Tukwila 
	Chinook Wind Acquisition
	$ 2,500,000
	 $         750,000 
	NA
	NA
	5.83
	8

	Suburban Cities Subtotal 
	
	$ 7,320,621
	$ 3,129,497
	
	
	
	

	SEATTLE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	       “
	Dakota Place Park Addition
	$ 375,000
	 $         375,000 
	NA
	NA
	0.13
	8

	       “
	Greenwood Park Addition
	$ 100,000
	 $         100,000 
	NA
	NA
	0.10
	4

	       “
	Kubota Gardens Greenspace
	$ 500,000
	 $         300,000 
	NA
	NA
	7.16
	2

	       “
	La Villa Meadows Natural Area / Thornton Creek
	$ 300,000
	 $         300,000 
	NA
	NA
	.39
	1

	       “
	Morgan Junction Park Addition
	$ 700,000
	 $         700,000 
	NA
	NA
	0.28
	8

	       “
	Roosevelt Urban Village Park
	$ 1,000,000
	$       1,000,000 
	NA
	NA
	0.25
	1

	 Seattle Subtotal
	
	$ 2,975,000
	$ 2,775,000
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KING COUNTY
(subareas)
	Project Name
	CFT Funds Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Requested
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Recommended
	Acres
	Council District

	FPP/TDR         
	Dairies in King County 
	$ 400,000
	 $ 300,000 
	$ 0
	$ 0
	1,530
	3/9

	Snoqualmie Watershed
	Griffin Creek Natural Area
	$ 190,000
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 190,000
	$ 100,000
	4.6
	3

	
	Holly Farm Acquisition
	$ 80,000
	 $   25,000 
	$ 0
	$ 0
	42.8
	3

	
	Middle Fork Snoqualmie N. A. Addition
	$ 175,000
	 $   25,000 
	$ 175,000
	$ 175,000
	80.0
	3

	
	Mitchell Hill Forest Additions
	$ 500,000
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 500,000
	$ 750,000
	146.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Partnership
	$ 250,000
	 $             -   
	$ 250,000
	$ 225,000
	134.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie Valley Mill Site / Trail Link  
	$ 650,000
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 650,000
	$ 550,000
	350.0
	3

	
	South Fork Skykomish/Corridor Conservation
	$ 50,000
	 $   50,000 
	$ 50,000
	$   50,000
	101.0
	3

	
	Tolt River Natural Area
	$ 168,200
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 168,200
	$ 100,000
	25.4
	3

	Cedar River /Lake Washington Watershed  
	Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition
	
$ 400,000
	
$ 400,000 

	
$ 1,050,837
	$ 1,050,837
	
226.0
	
9

	
	Emerald Necklace Trail
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 25,000
	$   25,000
	0.0
	3

	
	Issaquah Creek Conservation 
	$ 400,000
	 $ 280,000 
	$ 400,000
	$        -
	44.0
	9

	
	Patterson/Evans Headwaters
	$ 712,311
	 $ 525,503 
	$ 712,311
	$  704,163
	178.0
	3

	
	Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area Addition
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 150,000
	$  150,000
	7.6
	9

	
	Taylor Mountain Forest Additions
	$ 125,000
	$ 0
	$ 125,000
	$    25,000
	36.0
	9

	
	Upper Bear Creek Waterways
	$ 250,000
	$ 0
	$ 425,000
	$  185,000
	28.2
	3

	Green River Watershed
	Bass/Beaver Lake Complex
	$ 662,500
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 662,500
	$ 600,000
	
46.2
	
9

	
	Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead
	$ 450,000
	 $   25,000 
	$ 450,000
	$ 200,000
	240.0
	9

	
	Gateway to the Green APD (FPP/TDR)
	$ 400,000
	 $ 300,000 
	$ 0
	$ 0
	112.0
	9

	
	Middle Green River Restoration 
	$ 457,500
	 $ 200,000 
	$ 457,500
	$ 200,000
	60.7
	7

	
	Shadow Lake
	$ 375,000
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 0
	$ 0
	129.77
	9

	
	Soos Creek Park and Trail Additions
	$ 400,000
	 $ 200,000 
	$ 400,000
	$ 400,000
	28.0
	9

	White River Watershed
	Boise Creek Restoration
	$ 25,000
	 $   25,000 
	$ 0
	$ 0
	
	9

	Vashon/Maury Island
	Island Center Forest Additions
	$ 250,000
	 $ 100,000 
	$ 250,000
	$ 350,000
	97.5
	8

	
	Judd Creek
	$ 160,000
	 $   40,000 
	$ 160,000
	$ 160,000
	98.5
	8

	K.C. Subtotal 
	
	$7,530,511 
	$ 3,095,503
	$7,251,348
	$ 6,000,000
	
	

	TOTAL – All Jurisdictions
	
	$17,826,132
	$9,000,000
	$ 7,251,348   
	$ 6,000,000
	   
	


 
 
