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August 28, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit a motion approving a level of service for adult jail health services between Public Health – Seattle and King County and the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD).  This agreement complies with the proviso requirements included Ordinance 14517, Section 40:

The department of adult and juvenile detention shall develop a new service level agreement/contract for the provision of health care services for adult inmates under the control of the department. . . .  At a minimum, the contract should contain the specific identification of the responsibilities of the department and the entity providing inmate health services.  These responsibilities include the incorporation of definition of medical necessity, scope of services, and development of utilization/cost/management data for adult jail health care.  In addition, the contract should identify how the department will monitor the provision of contracted services and provide for the containment of inmate medical costs and departmental health related operational costs.  
The attached agreement in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) serves as a framework to formalize the working relationship between DAJD and Public Health and establishes mechanisms for jointly monitoring performance indicators and resolving operational issues.  Moreover, based on the recommendations contained in the report on jail health services by Wellcon LLC, Public Health and DAJD have committed to working closely together to develop and implement a new business strategic plan for inmate medical care.  This MOU provides a structure for incorporating the results of the strategic plan.

The changes underway within Jail Health Services and DAJD are important steps toward supporting quality and cost-effective health services for inmates.  I would urge Council to approve the enclosed motion.  If you have questions, please contact Larry Mayes, Interim Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, or Alonzo Plough, Ph.D., Director, Seattle/King County Department of Public Health.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:
David deCourcy, Chief of Staff



Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




Cheryle Broom, King County Auditor



Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Larry Mayes, Interim Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention


Alonzo Plough, Ph.D., Director, Seattle/King County Department of Public Health

